Parts of female genitalia diagram

What exactly IS a vagina? Well, it's the muscular tube that extends from the cervix to the vulva.
It's a surprisingly common question for such a simple definition, but that quick sentence might
not answer all your questions. Luckily, a good old vagina diagram can sure help out. You might
think you've got it all down pat down there, but we use a lot of code words to talk about it, and
we use the technical word itself in the wrong way â€” after all, it's not entirely accurate to call
the extended network between your legs just the "vagina. Since knowledge is power, it's super
important to know the anatomy of your vagina. To get to the heart of the matter, we chatted with
Melanie Davis, PhD, a certified sexuality educator and sexuality education consultant, who gave
us a virtual tour of the vagina and beyond. First of all, Davis recommends using a mirror and a
light and taking a good look between your legs. Or you can even use the selfie setting on your
phone's camera. Not only should you know what your body looks like, because, well, it's yours,
but it will also help keep you safe. If you ever notice anything different down there i. Here's
everything you need to know about your anatomy from the outside in, including some facts that
we guarantee will surprise you, and a vagina diagram. When people refer to the "vagina," what
they usually mean is the vulva , which includes all the external parts, including the inner and
outer lips. These are the first things you see, and hair grows on them naturally. According to
Davis, the labia majora's job is to protect the more sensitive parts inside. The labia minora
provide the second layer of protection for the underlying structures and openings, and they
also have oil glands that secrete lubrication to keep you comfortable. Davis also says they're
the part of the anatomy most likely to cause women stress due to how they look. Just know that
the lips might not be symmetrical, they might extend beyond the labia majora, and the edges
might not be totally smooth â€” and all of this is totally normal. Everybody is different," Davis
explains. According to Davis, the tiny bit of the clitoris that is outwardly visible, which is the
little nub you see at the top of your external area when you spread the labia, contains 8, nerve
endings. That means it's really sensitive, and for many women, stimulating it is the best way to
orgasm. The hood, a flap of skin that slides back and forth, functions to protect the clitoris and
prevent irritation and arousal when you don't want it. When you are aroused, however, the hood
slips back to expose the clitoris. The outer clitoris that you can see and feel is actually
connected to an inner clitoris!! This small opening, which is where urine comes out, is right
below the clitoris. It's hard to see, and you can't really feel anything there. And, no, pee doesn't
come out of the vaginal opening! Davis says that many young women think the clitoris is
actually the urethra, but don't be fooled. Right below the urethra lies the introitus, also called
the vestibule or the opening to the vagina. Think of it as a foyer. Basically, the vestibule is the
lobby leading to the vagina, which is inside your body. We should also say here that there are
many color variations in the whole external vulva area, depending on your skin tone and
whether or not you're sexually excited. This concept is mind-blowing and a relatively recent
anatomical discovery. You have a wishbone-shaped structure extending from your clitoris on
the outside of your bodyâ€”the top of the wishboneâ€”to the area under your labia majora deep
inside. So there's literally much more to female sexual excitement than meets the eye. So do
you see now why calling the whole thing a "vagina" is not exactly accurate? The vagina, also
called the birth canal, leads to your uterus. It's a muscle that, when at rest, is closed," Davis
says. So it's not like you're walking around with an open hole in your body. It's normal for the
vagina to feel bumpy to the touch. The cervix is the neck-like part of your uterus that extends
into the vagina. It's the place where your gyno takes a sample from for a Pap smear. It's also the
part that dilates before a person gives birth. Otherwise it stays closed, opening only enough to
release blood and other fluids from the uterus when you have your period. If you reach in to
touch it, it feels sort of like a clenched fist with a dimple at the bottom. Your uterus is the place
where a fetus would live should you get pregnant. It sheds its lining every 28 days or so when
there's no pregnancy, otherwise known as getting your period. You can't feel the uterus from
outside your body Every month your ovaries shoot out an egg and send it floating happily down
the uterus, where it will hang around in hopes of meeting up with some sperm to make a baby.
Now that you know the ropes, you might have some questions about what's going on down
there and whether everything is OK down there. We've got you covered: Check out these links
to learn what you need to know about your vaginal health , why your vagina might be itchy , and
what these common vaginal odors mean. Keywords vagina. Consider the word vagina. It's often
used to describe your ever-elusive lady parts as a whole, but it's actually a misnomer: Your
vagina's technically inside of your body that's why an ob-gyn has to use a speculum to see it ;
what many women are referring to when they say "vagina" is actually the vulvaâ€”your external
genitalia. Familiarizing yourself with Ready for vagina anatomy ? Time to dive in. The texture,
thickness, and abundance of pubic hair can range in women, but loss of hair down there could
indicate illness, while sudden, excessive growth can indicate a hormonal abnormality. There are
two of them: the labia majora and the labia minora. Unlike the labia majora, the minora has no

fatty tissue and are very thin. The inner labia are also lubricated and oily to protect your vagina
from any weird invaders. The clitoris is located where your labia minora inner lips meet, toward
the front of your body. Externally, it's a small pea- or bean-sized nodule that becomes swollen
when you're aroused kind of like a penis. It's covered by a fold of skin called the clitoral hood,
says Minkin. But it doesn't stop there: Internally, the clitoris is about five inches long, and
extends along both sides of the vagina, according to Planned Parenthood. In fact, it's a
woman's most erogenous zone and the primary source of human female sexual pleasure. The
urethral opening is the tiny hole that you pee out of, located right below your clitoris, according
to Planned Parenthood. It's the area immediately outside the vagina that extends from the labia
minora to the hymen. Anything that enters or leaves your vagina has to pass through the
vaginal openingâ€”menstrual blood, babies, penises, tampons, sex toysâ€”you name it. When
relaxed, this area can facilitate birthâ€”but it can also be torn, or cut by your doctor during birth
a. You have two ovariesâ€”one on either side of your lower abdomen, below your belly button.
You also have two fallopian tubes that extend from your ovaries to your uterus. That's what
eventually causes your periodâ€”when those hormone levels begin to fall and your body starts
shedding the uterine lining. If there is a sperm available to fertilize the egg, however, the
fertilized egg stays in the fallopian tube for three to four days before moving into the uterus for
implantation, says Minkin. During labor, it contracts to push the baby down through the cervix
and into the vagina for birth. Also, fun fact: The lower part of your uterus actually lifts toward
your belly button when you're turned on. This process is called vaginal tenting, according to
Planned Parenthood, and is a way for the vagina to make more room for whatever wants to
come in. The cervix connects your uterus to your vagina. Per Planned Parenthood, "it looks like
a donut with a tiny hole in the middle" to let menstrual blood out and sperm in. You can
typically feel your cervix at the end of your vagina if you insert your fingers. It's also what
ob-gyns take a swab of during a Pap test cue the cringing. Luckily, your cervix acts as the
gatekeeper to the rest of your bodyâ€”so don't worry about tampons or other objects getting
lost inside you. The vagina receives the penis during sexual intercourse and serves as a
conduit for menstrual flow from the uterus. During childbirth, the baby passes through the
vagina or birth canal. A healthy vagina is a rich, deep pink color and has a number of
accordion-like folds on the interior walls that allow for maximum elasticity. The vaginal wall is
about three to four millimeters think and often appears moist. Weight Loss. United States. A
No-B. Guide To Your Vagina. Presented by. Type keyword s to search. Getty Images. Related
Story. Amanda Becker. This content is created and maintained by a third party, and imported
onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more
information about this and similar content at piano. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below.
More From Vagina University. Learn more. When was the last time you looked at your vagina?
Like, really looked at it? Real talk, looking at yourself while squatting over a mirror can feel
weird. This is true in the sense that you have complete control over who or what you allow
down there. For some people, the only info they get about what vulvas look like is from porn,
which can give a very disillusioned sense of what's normal. The truth is that vulvas and vaginas
come in a range of shapes, sizes, and colors and each one is unique. Some people have labia
that hang down, some have clitorises that are barely visible but still powerfully pleasurable ,
some have a mix of brown and pink skin A normal vulva is a healthy vulva, not one that looks a
certain way. Here at Lunette, we believe that everybody should take the time to get to know
themselves and their body. The deeper understanding of how the two are connected will lead to
a fuller, more rewarding life. As the term implies, the external female anatomy includes the
genitals that are outside the body. Collectively, this region is called the vulva. This entire area is
often mistakenly referred to as the vagina â€” what you can see externally is simply the vaginal
opening. The mons pubis, or mons veneris, is the slight elevation above the pubic bone. Its job
is to cushion and protect the bone during sexual intercourse. After puberty, this area becomes
covered in pubic hair. Also known as the outer lips, the labia majora are the outer folds of skin
that surround the vaginal opening, acting as a protective layer. While oftentimes larger than the
labia minora, it is not uncommon for the inner lips to be the same size, if not larger than the
outer lips. The labia majora can vary in color. For example, they can be pink, crimson, or
reddish brown. They can also vary in length from short to long, and may appear smooth or
wrinkled. Also known as the inner lips, the labia minora are the thin folds of skin within the labia
majora. This area within the labia minora is called the vestibule. Inner labia, like all other parts
of your vulva, look different from person to person. Some people have inner labia that hang
down past their outer labia, while others have labia that are so small you can barely see them.
One person could even have inner labia that looks different on each side â€” totally normal!
Right below your mons, your inner labia connect to form your clitoral hood. This hood is
connected to your glans, which is the very tip of your clitoris the part you can see outside of

your body. The clitoral hood protects your very sensitive think: over 8, nerve endings! In fact,
your clitoris is almost as big as a penis but it extends back into your body, making a wishbone
shape, called your crura. Each side of your crura is about 3 inches long and is made up of
erectile tissue that plays an important role in sexual pleasure and orgasm. Your clitoris is the
only part of your body that is made entirely for your sexual pleasure. The urethral opening is
located just below the clitoris. The word vagina really refers to the internal canal where penises
or toys go in and babies come out. Below your urethral opening is your vaginal opening, where
you insert things like your menstrual cup. The dam, also known as the perineum, is the region
between your vulva and your anus. This part of your body has a lot of nerve endings and can
feel good when stimulated and acts as a connector. The anus is the opening from which feces
leaves your body through the intestines. After puberty, this area oftentimes becomes covered in
pubic hair. The vagina is the muscular tube that connects your external genitals to the cervix of
the uterus. It is approximately 2 to 4 inches long and can double in length when aroused. Also
known as the vaginal corona, the hymen is located just inside the opening to the vagina. It is a
thin membrane of tissue that partially covers the vaginal opening and tends to erode over time
due to hormones, natural discharge and vaginal sex. But the absence of the hymen is not an
indicator of lost virginity, as it can often be broken during many non-sexual activities like
sports. The pubic bone is a joint where the two halves of the pelvis meet. You can locate it
behind your vaginal opening. Being able to identify the curve of your pubic bone from within the
vagina is super important for proper placement of a menstrual cup , as your menstrual cup
needs to be positioned just beyond the pubic bone. The Grafenberg spot, more commonly
known as the G-spot, is located on the front wall of the vagina abdomen side just past the pubic
bone and has a somewhat spongy feel. However, for many it is an erotic zone that has the
potential to contribute greatly to their sexual arousal. The cervix is a narrow, neck-like passage
that forms at the lower end of your uterus. The position of the cervix can vary from person to
person and changes throughout your menstrual cycle. The cervix is where menstrual blood
leaves the uterus so it can pass through the vagina. Semen also travels through the cervix to
enter the uterus. During pregnancy, the cervix will dilate, or stretch, to allow the baby to pass
through during a vaginal delivery. The female reproductive system has two functions: The first
is to produce egg cells, and the second is to protect and nourish the offspring until birth. The
uterus is a muscular pear-shaped structure where a fetus will develop during pregnancy. This is
menstruation. Fallopian tubes extend from either side of the uterus and are the path in which a
released egg must travel to get to the uterus during ovulation. Lumpy and approximately the
size of a grape, the ovaries are positioned on either side of the uterus where they produce and
store your eggs. The pelvic floor, or pelvic diaphragm, can be described as a sling of muscles
and connective tissue spanning the pelvic opening. Located underneath the pelvis, the pelvic
floor not only supports the uterus and vagina, but also the bladder, intestines and rectum â€”
ultimately holding them in place and allowing them to function correctly. It is these muscles that
will play a major part in the use and removal of your menstrual cup. Find your size How often
you change pad or tampon on your heaviest day? Find your size How old are you? Find your
size Have you spotted your cervix? Find your size How would you describe your pelvic floor
muscles? Okay I guess Could be stronger I'm not sure. Find your size Do you have sensitive
bladder? Yes No I'm not sure. We recommend Model 1. Cup Basics. Your Periods. Your Body.
Your cart is empty. What does a normal vulva look like? Feel free to grab a mirror as you read
this Here at Lunette, we believe that everybody should take the time to get to know themselves
and their body. External Anatomy As the term implies, the external female anatomy includes the
genitals that are outside the body. Mons or Mons Pubis The mons pubis, or mons veneris, is the
slight elevation above the pubic bone. Labia Majora outer labia Also known as the outer lips, the
labia majora are the outer folds of skin that surround the vaginal opening, acting as a protective
layer. Labia Minora inner labia Also known as the inner lips, the labia minora are the thin folds
of skin within the labia majora. Pretty amazing, right? Dam The dam, also known as the
perineum, is the region between your vulva and your anus. Anus The anus is the opening from
which feces leaves your body through the intestines. Vagina The vagina is the muscular tube
that connects your external genitals to the cervix of the uterus. Hymen Also known as the
vaginal corona, the hymen is located just inside the opening to the vagina. Pubic Bone The
pubic bone is a joint where the two halves of the pelvis meet. G-Spot The Grafenberg spot, more
commonly known as the G-spot, is located on the front wall of the vagina abdomen side just
past the pubic bone and has a somewhat spongy feel. Cervix The cervix is a narrow, neck-like
passage that forms at the lower end of your uterus. Reproductive organs The female
reproductive system has two functions: The first is to produce egg cells, and the second is to
protect and nourish the offspring until birth. Uterus The uterus is a muscular pear-shaped
structure where a fetus will develop during pregnancy. Fallopian Tubes Fallopian tubes extend

from either side of the uterus and are the path in which a released egg must travel to get to the
uterus during ovulation. Ovaries Lumpy and approximately the size of a grape, the ovaries are
positioned on either side of the uterus where they produce and store your eggs. Pelvic Floor
The pelvic floor, or pelvic diaphragm, can be described as a sling of muscles and connective
tissue spanning the pelvic opening. Collectively, these parts are called the vulva. Rich with
nerves, the vulva can provide sexual pleasure when properly stimulated. The vagina is a
muscular tube about three to four inches long that ends the birth canal. The vaginal opening is
visible from the outside but it is protected by the labia when a woman stands and during most
activities. The labia majora are two folds of skin that extend from the front of the vaginal
opening to the back of it. The outer surfaces of the folds have darker-colored skin and stronger
hairs, while the inner folds are smoother. The labia majora join to form the cleft shape of the
female genitals. This is also known as the pudendal cleft or the cleft of Venus, after the Roman
goddess of love. Between the labia majora are the labia minora , two folds of skin that also
extend down from the clitoris and around the vaginal opening. These vary in size from woman
to woman. The clitoris is a crucial element for sexual arousal in most women. This small sexual
organ at the top of the vagina at the junction of the labia minora appears outside the folds of
skin like a small pink button. The shaft under the skin has erectile tissue, which becomes
engorged with increased blood flow. The clitoris is a very sensitive area when stimulated. Most
women cannot achieve orgasm without direct stimulation to the clitoris. The outer female
genitals also include the urethra. Located between the vaginal opening and the frontal
connection of the labia minora, the urethral opening is where a woman expels urine from her
body. The uterine venous plexus includes two uterine veins. These arise from the side of the
uterus, where they also connect with the vaginal and ovarianâ€¦. The vaginal vein refers to the
group of blood vessels located near the genitalia on the female human body. They are part of a
network of blood vesselsâ€¦. A venous plexus is complex network of interconnected blood
vessels. The vaginal venous plexus is comprised of small veins on the sides of the vaginaâ€¦. In
anatomy, a plexus is defined as a part of the body full of nerve branches and connections. The
uterine artery plexus refers to the part of theâ€¦. The uterine tube fallopian tube carries an egg
from the ovary to the uterus. Unless a biological abnormality, surgery, or ectopic pregnancy
causedâ€¦. The ovarian vein is also known as the female gonadal vein and acts as the female
equivalent of the male's testicular vein. It is located in the ovaryâ€¦. The pelvic region holds
major organs under its layers of muscles. Some of the most important include the major
digestive organs, the intestines. Combined with the cardiovascular system, the circulatory
system helps to fight off disease, helps the body maintain a normal body temperature, andâ€¦.
Humans are sexual, meaning that both a male and a female are needed to reproduce. Each is
equipped with specific organs capable of producing specificâ€¦. The supraspinatus muscle is a
rotator cuff muscle located in the shoulder, specifically in the supraspinatus fossa, a concave
depression in the rearâ€¦. Read this next. Uterine venous plexus Medically reviewed by the
Healthline Medical Network. Vaginal vein Medically reviewed by the Healthline Medical Network.
Vaginal venous plexus Medically reviewed by the Healthline Medical Network. Uterine artery
plexus Medically reviewed by the Healthline Medical Network. Right ovarian vein Medically
reviewed by the Healthline Medical Network. Circulatory Medically reviewed by the Healthline
Medical Network. Supraspinatus Medically reviewed by the Healthline Medical Network. The
external genital organs include the mons pubis, labia majora, labia minora, Bartholin glands,
and clitoris. The area containing these organs is called the vulva. Protecting the internal genital
organs from infectious organisms. The mons pubis is a rounded mound of fatty tissue that
covers the pubic bone. During puberty , it becomes covered with hair. The mons pubis contains
oil-secreting sebaceous glands that release substances that are involved in sexual attraction
pheromones. The labia majora literally, large lips are relatively large, fleshy folds of tissue that
enclose and protect the other external genital organs. They are comparable to the scrotum in
males. The labia majora contain sweat and sebaceous glands, which produce lubricating
secretions. During puberty, hair appears on the labia majora. The labia minora literally, small
lips can be very small or up to 2 inches wide. The labia minora lie just inside the labia majora
and surround the openings to the vagina and urethra. A rich supply of blood vessels gives the
labia minora a pink color. During sexual stimulation, these blood vessels become engorged with
blood, causing the labia minora to swell and become more sensitive to stimulation. The area
between the opening of the vagina and the anus, below the labia majora, is called the perineum.
It varies in length from almost 1 to more than 2 inches 2 to 5 centimeters. The labia majora and
the perineum are covered with skin similar to that on the rest of the body. In contrast, the labia
minora are lined with a mucous membrane, whose surface is kept moist by fluid secreted by
specialized cells. The opening to the vagina is called the introitus. The vaginal opening is the
entryway for the penis during sexual intercourse and the exit for blood during menstruation and

for the baby during birth. When stimulated, Bartholin glands located beside the vaginal opening
secrete a thick fluid that supplies lubrication for intercourse. The opening to the urethra, which
carries urine from the bladder to the outside, is located above and in front of the vaginal
opening. The clitoris, located between the labia minora at their upper end, is a small protrusion
that corresponds to the penis in the male. The clitoris, like the penis, is very sensitive to sexual
stimulation and can become erect. Stimulating the clitoris can result in an orgasm. From
developing new therapies that treat and
hyundai accent 2012 manual
40 explorer
1999 ford ranger owners manual
prevent disease to helping people in need, we are committed to improving health and
well-being around the world. The Merck Manual was first published in as a service to the
community. Learn more about our commitment to Global Medical Knowledge. This site
complies with the HONcode standard for trustworthy health information: verify here. Common
Health Topics. Commonly searched drugs. Ranitidine Withdrawn from US Market. Biology of the
Female Reproductive System. Test your knowledge. Cervical cancer develops in the lower part
of the uterus, known as the cervix. In the US, cervical cancer is the third most common
gynecological cancer among women and is common among young women. Which of the
following is NOT a risk factor for cervical cancer? More Content. Click here for the Professional
Version. Enabling sperm to enter the body. External Female Genital Organs. Was This Page
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