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The Oldsmobile Cutlass Ciera is a mid-size car that was manufactured and marketed from the
through model years by the Oldsmobile Division of General Motors. It shared the front-wheel
drive A platform with the Buick Century , Pontiac and Chevrolet Celebrity ; both Oldsmobile and
Chevrolet considered using the Celebrity name, which had originally been used on the Eighty
Eight model in the s. The Cutlass Ciera and its A-Body platform twins, featured MacPherson
strut front suspension, body-color urethane bumpers, flush-mounted glass, front-wheel drive,
and on many models, fuel injection. Initially, the Cutlass Ciera and its platform mates were
marketed as premium mid-sized cars, above the X-Body, from which they were derived, and the
N-Body Calais, which would follow for The Ciera and Cruiser replaced the rear-wheel drive
G-Body Cutlass models, but strong sales kept the higher trim Cutlass Supreme in production
until the model year when it was replaced by the W-Body models. As such, these front-wheel
drive sedans carried the A-Body designation, previously reserved for their rear-wheel drive
showroom companions. In order to keep both lines in production, General Motors rechristened
the rear-wheel drive mid-sized platform as the G-Body beginning with the model year. When the
W-Body intermediates were introduced for , Oldsmobile "decontented" its Cutlass Ciera by
reducing the number of options and configurations available to the public. During the model
years that followed, luxury and performance options such as FE3 suspension, Auto Calculator,
bucket seats, leather seating areas, sunroofs, and full instrumentation were gradually
eliminated. After , special editions of the Cutlass Ciera were dropped from the American market
and by the end of , the coupe was discontinued. Although reduced to two trim levels and two
body styles, sedan, and wagon, for 's final run of Oldsmobile Cieras they were still the brand's
best selling line. Production began September 28, , at Doraville Assembly in Georgia for the
model year. The standard engine was a 2. All models also included standard bench seats and
cloth interior. Available on all models were a 3. Brougham trim added a plush interior with vinyl
accents, leatherette interior door pulls, additional chrome trim, and a reading lamp. The base
coupe and sedan were initially dropped after due to poor sales, leaving LS and Brougham trim
as the only available from to , excluding special editions. The model year added a new ES trim
package for the coupe and sedan models. This would be the last year for the standard inch
wheels. During the spring of , a special edition Holiday Coupe was added to the option list as
part of the Oldsmobile Road Show sales promotion. This transmission was dropped in the fall of
from the option list. For , the Cutlass Ciera received its first facelift with a revised grille,
headlamps, taillights, and interiors. The GT coupe was added as a companion to the ES sedan.
In spring the Oldsmobile designed 4. Canadian models added the 2. For , the Cutlass Ciera's
grille had expanded ventilation sections than the similar model. The coupe received a revised
roofline that was not initially shared with the other GM A-body models, but later migrated to the
Buick Century coupe. These models are identifiable by their revised roofline and updated VIN
identification, which replaced the "27" coupe designation used from until March with "37". The
2. In compliance with federal regulations, the Ciera was the first to have a high mount brake
light as standard equipment. The Cutlass Ciera nameplate appeared on the rear fiberglass
panel, just below the trunk lid. For , the Cutlass Ciera was facelifted again with a new grille,
updated steering wheel had the Oldsmobile logo moved from the right to the very center, and
the 2. In addition, Brougham and GT models received composite headlamps as standard
equipment. Ciera's tail lamps were slightly revised, adding ribs to their lower quarter. For , the
base Cutlass Ciera received composite headlamps, the new International Series models were
introduced, and this would be the last year for the Brougham , which was rechristened the
Brougham SL on coupe models. The International Series included the emblem with the flags of
various countries in a circular pattern on the front header panel and b pillars with the name
"International Series" written across a black and chrome globe in the center. The International
Series and was available in coupe and sedan body styles. This model came equipped with a
standard Buick 3. Composite headlamps were made standard on all Cutlass Ciera models.
Sedan models could have the new power sliding sunroof for the first time. The Cutlass Ciera
was updated for , with the sedan receiving a modern roofline similar to the coupe , and revised
body side moldings, and deletion of hood ornaments. Rear seat shoulder belts were added.
Both coupe and sedan models received updated rear-end treatments. The older Buick 3. The
Brougham trim level was eliminated, replaced by an upper-level SL trim. A new XC station
wagon also joined the option sheet this year. For , the front seat belts were moved from the
B-pillars to the doors. This would also be the last year for the 'International Series' and 'XC'. The
changes for included a new instrument cluster with a trip odometer and an engine temperature
gauge. This would be the last year for the coupe in the United States and Canada, but it would
continue on in the Mexican market. For , the coupe was dropped, and the line-up included only
sedans and station wagons in 'S' or 'SL' designations. The wagon now had some internal
competition in the form of the new Oldsmobile Silhouette minivan itself based on the Cutlass



Ciera's A-platform , offering buyers a choice of the traditional station wagon or a
multi-configurable minivan. Despite the all-new Olds Achieva and Delta 88 models for , the
Cutlass Ciera was still Oldsmobile's best-selling model line, with over , sedans and an
additional 7, station wagons produced this year. For , the 2. In , the 'SL' designation was
dropped. The 'Cutlass Ciera S', available in sedan or station wagon form, featured a driver
airbag as standard equipment, along with anti-lock brakes, adjustable steering column, electric
rear-window defogger, automatic door locks, and delay wipers. The 3. This engine was standard
on the Cruiser wagon and optional on the sedan. The I-4 received minor updates, resulting in a
horsepower increase. For , the 'SL' designation returned in place of the 'S'. The Cutlass Ciera SL
featured a new shift interlock system that required stepping on the brake pedal before moving
the gear shift out of the park position. For , the final model year, the 'Cutlass' nomenclature was
dropped and the car was now known simply as the 'Ciera SL', which continued to be available in
'Series I' or 'Series II' equipment levels. The chrome "Oldsmobile" badge above the driver's
headlight was deleted. During this time, Oldsmobile attempted to revamp itself as a
European-styled upscale make with new products such as the Aurora , but the Cutlass Ciera's
continued strong sales proved almost an embarrassment due to its dated design and perceived
image as an " old man's car ". On the other hand, because the tooling for the A-body platform
had long since been monetized, GM was guaranteed a profit off each Cutlass Ciera and Buick
Century sold. At the same time, GM was losing massive amounts of money on its other
midsized platform, the W-platform. Production of the Ciera ended on August 30, As a result, the
Cruiser wagon was the final Oldsmobile station wagon model produced. Sales of this Ciera
replacement peaked at 53, in and it was discontinued in This package included a unique landau
vinyl roof RPO C10 , opera windows , special rooftop trim, and painted pinstripes. The Holiday
Coupe package required tinted glass and could not be ordered with standard pinstripes. It was
discontinued partway through the model year when Oldsmobile introduced the updated coupe
roofline. Oldsmobile would ship ASC Brougham coupes equipped with tinted glass to modify at
their facility. These models have an ASC decal in the driver side door frame indicating the
factory authorized conversion. These vehicles feature unique wheel covers, blacked-out trim,
F41 performance suspension, black sidewall tires, a center console with bucket seats, and a
sport steering wheel. For only the ES sedan returned, as the coupe had been renamed GT. For ,
it was expanded to the four-door sedan, replacing the ES. Following the model year, it was
replaced by the International Series. It featured the 3. Available on coupe and sedan models, it
featured a factory body kit, bucket seats with console, FE3 performance suspension, alloy
wheels, full instrumentation, air conditioning, JA2 heavy-duty brakes, extra capacity cooling,
and unique ornamentation. Sharing much of its sporty appearance with the International Series,
the XC is distinguished by orange body side stripes in place of the typical black and chrome
trim. Unlike the similar-looking International Series, the XC package did not include a standard
V6, 4-speed automatic, or other higher-end features. These had to be ordered in addition to the
XC package. Oldsmobile never officially produced a factory-built convertible of the Cutlass
Ciera for public sale, but many dealers made them available via aftermarket conversions.
Throughout much of its history, the Cutlass Ciera was offered in several global markets. In
Mexico, local production allowed for unique models under the name Chevrolet Cutlass. These
models featured the coupe body style and International model until discontinuation in These
vehicles were also offered with 5-speed manual transmissions. The Cutlass Ciera consistently
ranked among the highest-rated vehicles by J. In April , U. The car had approximately 33, miles
on its odometer in when the owner was selling it. The movie Fargo created by the Coen brothers
uses this car extensively throughout the movie. Much of the movie is filmed around a
Oldsmobile dealership. The manager of the dealership uses the cars for his personal use and
one is given to the hitman he hires. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For pre models, see
Oldsmobile Cutlass. Motor vehicle. Buick Century fifth generation Chevrolet Celebrity Pontiac
Motor Trend : Retrieved 24 October Ward's Communications. Hemmings Classic Car. October
Cutlass Ciera Resource Center. Retrieved 30 September The Daily Drive - Consumer Guide.
April 11, Retrieved August 12, Washington Post. Retrieved 1 December A division of General
Motors , â€” Category Commons. Hidden categories: Articles with short description Short
description is different from Wikidata Commons category link is on Wikidata Commons
category link is locally defined. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help
Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable
version. Wikimedia Commons. Transverse front-engine, front-wheel drive. Oldsmobile Cutlass
U. Compact station wagon. F Station Wagon. Mid-size station wagon. Cutlass Station Wagon.
Vista Cruiser. Cutlass Cruiser. Jetstar Delmont Dynamic Super Delta Ninety- Eight. Full-size
station wagon. Custom Cruiser. Personal luxury. Jetstar I. Muscle car. Cutlass Calais. Cutlass
Supreme. Eighty Eight. Ninety Eight. Skip to main content. Last viewed Oldsmobile cars. Photo



of the day. Other Ciera Oldsmobile. See also. Chevrolet Malibu Classic. Toyota Opa. Nissan
Almera. Hyundai Azera. Here you can find such useful information as the fuel capacity, weight,
driven wheels, transmission type, and others data according to all known model trims. We made
great efforts to collect all of them, but its amount is so immense that we could easily miss
something. If this is true, so feel free to contact us. We will make the amendments and close the
gaps as soon as possible. Engine Cylinder:. Engine Size:. Fuel Type:. Driven Wheels:.
Transmission Type:. Transmission Gears:. Curb Weight:. Number Of Doors:. Fuel Capacity:.
City MPG:. Highway MPG:. Combined MPG:. Oldsmobile Articles. February 23, Most Awaited
Cars in These upcoming babes are the epitome of the design and performance, hi-tech and
next-level comfort. What models are just rolling down the assembly lines? December 24, So
What Will We Get, hmmm? Mercedes-Benz disclosed the pricing for the all-new S-Class:
according to the press release, the novelty can surely cost you quite an December 11, A wide
pack of fresh performance data and available options has been finally revealed about the
compact Genesis GV70 crossover. After its preview in October, Other Oldsmobile model
Oldsmobile Custom Cruiser. Oldsmobile Cutlass. Oldsmobile Cutlass Calais. Oldsmobile
Cutlass Ciera. Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. Oldsmobile Delta Top Makes Alfa Romeo. Aston
Martin. Land Rover. See All. Oldsmobile Custom Cruiser 3 Models. Oldsmobile Cutlass 3
Models. Oldsmobile Cutlass Calais 2 Models. Oldsmobile Cutlass Ciera 5 Models. Oldsmobile
Cutlass Supreme 8 Models. Oldsmobile Delta 88 1 Models. Oldsmobile was a brand of American
automobiles produced for most of its existence by General Motors. Olds in , it produced over 35
million vehicles, including at least 14 million built at its Lansing, Michigan factory alone. During
its time as a division of General Motors, Oldsmobile slotted into the middle of GM's five
divisions above Chevrolet and Pontiac , but below Buick and Cadillac , and was noted for its
groundbreaking technology and designs. Over 1 million Oldsmobiles were sold annually in , ,
and but by the s, the division was facing growing competition from premium import brands and
sales declined. When shut down in , Oldsmobile was the oldest surviving American automobile
marque , and one of the oldest in the world, after Mercedes-Benz , Peugeot , Skoda , Tatra , and
Vauxhall. Oldsmobiles were first manufactured by the Olds Motor Vehicle Co. Olds in In the
same year that Horace and John Dodge won a contract to produce transmissions for the
Oldsmobile company , the company produced cars, making it the first high-volume
gasoline-powered automobile manufacturer. Electric car manufacturers such as Columbia
Electric and steam-powered car manufacturers such as Locomobile had higher volumes a few
years earlier. Oldsmobile became the top-selling car company in the United States for a few
years around â€” Ransom Olds left the company in because of a dispute with sales manager
Frederick Smith, who was questioning production techniques and wanted Mr. Olds to certify
that each car that left the plant was free from defects. Smith then set up an experimental
engineering shop without Mr. Olds' knowledge or consent, causing Mr. The to Oldsmobile
Model R "Curved Dash" was the first mass-produced car , [2] made from the first automotive
assembly line, an invention which is often incorrectly credited to Henry Ford and the Ford Motor
Company. Ford was the first to manufacture cars on a moving assembly line, while Olds used a
stationary assembly line. However, a mistake by a worker caused the factory to catch fire, and it
burned to the ground, with all of the prototypes destroyed. The only car that survived the fire
was a Curved Dash prototype, which was wheeled out of the factory by two workers while
escaping the fire. While the factory was being rebuilt from insurance, many subcontractors were
used to keep production going, to include Henry M. Leland for engines and the Dodge Brothers.
Olds was a strong competitor to other independent companies Buick and Cadillac before they
became divisions of General Motors between and Later after Mr. Olds left the company,
Oldsmobile production was moved to Lansing. Officially, the cars were called "Olds
automobiles," but were colloquially referred to as "Oldsmobiles. The last Oldsmobile Curved
Dash was made in General Motors purchased the company on November 12, Early on,
Oldsmobile was a competitor to Hudson as some former engineers of Oldsmobile took
positions with Hudson. The Limited Touring Series 23 was an early, ambitious, high point for
the company. Riding atop inch mm wheels, and equipped with factory "white" tires, [5] the
Limited was the prestige model in Oldsmobile's two model lineup, with the smaller Oldsmobile
Autocrat Series 32 having inch wheels. Options included a speedometer, clock, and a full glass
windshield. While Oldsmobile only sold Limiteds in its three years of production, the car is best
remembered for winning a race against the famed 20th Century Limited train, an event
immortalized in the painting Setting the Pace by William Hardner Foster. The Limited was at the
time considered technologically advanced and cutting edge, if on the expensive side, but it
established the divisions reputation for innovation. The Oldsmobile Series 40 was offered in and
was considerably more affordable and smaller, and later the Oldsmobile Light Eight in ,
Oldsmobile offered a Cadillac-sourced flathead V8 engine until , while Buick remained with their



division exclusive overhead valve straight-six engine until Beginning in , bodywork was
supplied by Fisher Body , a longstanding tradition that led to the company being eventually
merged into GM in later years. In , the Oldsmobile Six came in five body styles, and ushered in a
new GM bodystyle platform called the " GM B platform ", shared with Buick products. In , as
part of General Motors' companion make program , Oldsmobile introduced the higher standard
Viking brand, marketed through the Oldsmobile dealer network. Viking was already
discontinued at the end of the model year although an additional cars were marketed as models.
In the s, Oldsmobile produced two body styles of automobile, the Series F straight-6 cylinder
and the longer Series L straight-8 cylinder. In , Oldsmobile was a pioneer in introducing a
four-speed semi-automatic transmission called the "Automatic Safety Transmission", although
this accessory was actually built by Buick, which would offer it in its own cars in This
transmission features a conventional clutch pedal, which the driver presses before selecting
either "low" or "high" range. In "low," the car shifts between first and second gears. In "high,"
the car shifts among first, third and fourth gears. For the model, Oldsmobile was the first auto
manufacturer to offer a fully automatic transmission , called the " Hydramatic ", which features
four forward speeds. It has a gas pedal and a brakeâ€”no clutch pedal. The gear selector is on
the steering column. Starting in and continuing through , Oldsmobile used a two digit model
designation. As originally implemented, the first digit signifies the body size while the second
represents the number of cylinders. Body sizes were 6, 7, 8, and 9, and straight six- and straight
eight-cylinder engines were offered. Thus, Oldsmobiles were named " 66 " through " 98 ". The
last pre-war Oldsmobile rolled off the assembly line on February 5, During World War II ,
Oldsmobile produced numerous kinds of material for the war effort, including large-caliber guns
and shells. Production resumed on October 15, with a warmed-over model serving as the
offering for Oldsmobile once again was a pioneer when, for the model, the Rocket engine was
introduced, which used an overhead valve V8 design rather than the flathead " straight-eight "
design which prevailed at the time. The overhead valve was originally exclusive to Buick as they
invented the technology and offered it on all of their products. This engine produced far more
power than the other engines that were popular during that era, and found favor with
hot-rodders and stock car racers. The basic design, with a few minor changes, endured until
Oldsmobile redesigned its V8 engines in the mids. Oldsmobile entered the s following a
divisional image campaign centered on its 'Rocket' engines and the Space Race , and its cars'
appearance followed suit. Oldsmobile's Rocket V8 engine was the leader in performance; its
cars were generally considered the fastest on the market; and by the mids their styling was
among the first to offer a wide, "open maw" grille, suggestive of fighter jet propulsion. From ,
Oldsmobile adopted a ringed-globe emblem depicting North America to stress what marketers
felt was its universal appeal. Starting in , the grille logo changed again to reflect the rocket
image, that was used throughout the late s, the make used twin jet pod-styled taillights as a nod
to its "Rocket" theme. Oldsmobile was among the first of General Motors' divisions to receive a
true hardtop in called the "Holiday coupe" Buick's version was called the "Riviera", and
Cadillac's was called the "Coupe De Ville" , and it was also among the first divisions along with
Buick and Cadillac to receive a wraparound windshield, a trend that eventually all American
makes would share at sometime between and New for on 98 coupes and convertibles Starfire
would be front and rear "sweep cut" fender styling, which would not show up on a Chevrolet
until and not until on a Pontiac. In the s the nomenclature changed again, and trim levels also
received names that were then mated with the model numbers. This resulted in the Oldsmobile
88 emerging as base Dynamic 88 and the highline Super Other full-size model names included
the "Holiday" used on hardtops, and "Fiesta" used on its station wagons. When the 88 was
retired in with a Fiftieth Anniversary Edition , its length of service was the longest model name
used on American cars after the Chrysler New Yorker. Mid also saw the introduction of the
four-door Holiday pillarless hardtop, the industry's first along with Buick. General Motors'
styling as a whole lost its frontrunner status in when Chrysler introduced Virgil Exner 's "
forward look " designs. When compared side to side, Oldsmobile looked dated next to its
price-point competitors DeSoto and Mercury. Compounding the problem for Oldsmobile and
Buick was a styling mistake which GM called the "StratoRoof", which was reminiscent of the
"greenhouse" canopy used on the Convair B Peacemaker high altitude bomber. Both makes
had models which contained the heavily framed rear window, but Detroit had been working with
large curved backlights for almost a decade. Consumers disliked the roof and its blind spots,
forcing GM to rush a redesign into production on some of its models. Oldsmobile's only off year
in the s was The nation was beginning to feel the results of its first significant post war
recession, and US automobile sales were down for the model year. Oldsmobile, Buick and
Cadillac received a heavy-handed makeover of the GM designs. The Oldsmobile that emerged in
bore little resemblance to the design of its forerunners; instead the car emerged as a large, over



decorated "chromemobile" which many felt had overly ostentatious styling. Up front, all
Oldsmobile's received one of General Motors' heavily styled front facias and quad-headlights.
Streaking back from the edge of the headlights was a broad belt consisting of two strips of
chrome on regular 88s, three strips on Super 88s, and three strips top and bottom thin, inside
thick on 98s that ended in a point at mid-body. The bottom of the rear fender featured a thick
stamping of a half tube that pointed forward, atop which was a chrome assembly of four
horizontal chrome speed-lines that terminated into a vertical bar. The tail of the car featured
massive vertical chrome taillight housings. Two chrome stars were fitted to the trunklid. Ford
styling consultant Alex Tremulis designer of the Tucker sedan mocked the Oldsmobile by
drawing cartoons of the car, and placing musical notes in the rear trim assembly. Another
Detroit stylist employed by Ford bought a used Oldsmobile in the early s, driving it daily to
work. He detached and rearranged the Oldsmobile lettering above the grille to spell out
slobmodel as a reminder to himself and co-workers of what "bad" auto design meant to their
business. In , Oldsmobile models were completely redesigned with a rocket motif from front to
rear, as the top of the front fenders had a chrome rocket, while the body-length fins were
shaped as rocket exhausts which culminated in a fin-top taillight concave on the 98 models
while convex on the 88 models. The models also offered several roof treatments, such as the
pillared sedan with a fastback rear window and the Holiday SportSedan, which was a flat-roofed
pillarless hardtop with wraparound front and rear glass. Power windows were available on the
98 models, as was two-speed electric windshield wipers with electrically powered windshield
washers. The 88 still relied on vacuum-operated windshield wipers without a washer feature.
The body style was continued through the model year, but the fins were toned down for and the
taillights were moved to the bottom of the fenders. Notable achievements for Oldsmobile in the
s included the introduction of the first turbocharged engine and a factory water injection system
in the Turbo Jetfire , the first modern front-wheel drive car produced in the United States the
Toronado , the Vista Cruiser station wagon noted for its roof glass , and the upscale muscle car.
Olds briefly used the names "Jetstar 88" â€” and Delmont 88 â€” on its least expensive full size
models in the s. In the split grille appearance was introduced and remained a traditional feature
until production ended in The s and s were good years for the Oldsmobile division; sales soared
reaching an all-time high of 1,, in based on popular designs, positive reviews from critics, and
perceived quality and reliability, with the Cutlass series becoming North America's top selling
car by By this time, Olds had displaced Pontiac and Plymouth as the third best-selling brand in
the U. In the late s and again in the mids, model-year production topped one million units,
something only Chevrolet and Ford had achieved. The very popularity of Oldsmobile's cars
created a problem for the division in the late s, however. At that time, each General Motors
division produced its own V8 engines, and in , Oldsmobile, Chevrolet, Pontiac, and Buick each
produced a unique cubic-inch displacement V8. It was during the model year that demand
exceeded production capacity for the Oldsmobile V8 and as a result, Oldsmobile began
equipping most full size Delta 88 models those with Federal emissions specifications with the
Chevrolet engine instead. Although it was widely debated whether there was a difference in
quality or performance between the two engines, there was no question that the engines were
different from one another. Many customers were loyal Oldsmobile buyers who specifically
wanted the Rocket V8, and did not discover that their vehicle had the Chevrolet engine until
they performed maintenance and discovered that purchased parts did not fit. This became a
public relations nightmare for GM. Following this debacle, disclaimers stating that "Oldsmobiles
are equipped with engines produced by various GM divisions" were tacked onto advertisements
and sales literature; all other GM divisions followed suit. Although it was the popularity of the
Oldsmobile division vehicles that prompted this change, declining sales of V8 engines would
have made this change inevitable as all but the Chevrolet version of the cubic-inch engine were
eventually discontinued. Oldsmobile also introduced a 5. These were largely based on
corresponding gasoline engines but with heavier duty cast blocks, redesigned heads and fast
glow plugs; and on the 5. There were several problems with these engines, including water and
corrosion in the injectors no water separator in the fuel line ; paraffin clogging of fuel lines and
filters in cold weather; reduced lubrication in the heads due to undersized oil galleys; head bolt
failures; and the use of aluminum rockers and stanchions in the 4. While the 5. V6 diesels of 4.
In the then all-new Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme Pace car was the 1st production car with heads
up display. After the tremendous success of the s and s, things changed quickly for
Oldsmobile, and by the early s the brand had lost its place in the market as annual sales had
fallen from a record high of 1,, in to just , in , squeezed between other GM divisions, and with
competition from new upscale import makes Acura , Infiniti and Lexus. GM continued to use
Oldsmobile sporadically to showcase futuristic designs and as a " guinea pig " for testing new
technology, with Oldsmobile offering the Toronado Trofeo , which included a visual instrument



system with a calendar, datebook, climate controls and several prototypes built in conjunction
with Avis with an early satellite-based navigation system. For , Oldsmobile introduced the
Aurora , which would be the inspiration for the design of its cars from the mids onward. The
introduction of the Aurora marked as General Motors' catalyst to reposition Oldsmobile as an
upscale import fighter. Accordingly, Oldsmobile received a new logo based on the familiar
"rocket" theme. Also in Oldsmobile introduced the first satellite navigation system available in
the United States, the Guidestar on the Oldsmobile They were replaced with newer, more
modern models with designs inspired by the Aurora. In spite of Oldsmobile's critical successes
since the mids, a reported shortfall in sales and overall profitability prompted General Motors to
announce in December its plans to shut down the Oldsmobile organization. That announcement
was officially revealed two days after Oldsmobile distributed the Bravada SUV â€” which
became another critical hit for the division and turned out to be the final new model for the
Oldsmobile brand. The phaseout was conducted on the following schedule:. The last Aleros,
Auroras, Bravadas, Silhouettes and Intrigues produced received special Oldsmobile heritage
emblems and markings which signified 'Final '. All featured a unique Dark Cherry Metallic paint
scheme. Auroras and Intrigues would be accompanied by special Final literature. The
Oldsmobile division's last completed production car was an Alero GLS 4-door sedan, which was
signed by all of the Olds assembly line workers. It was on display at the R. During the years of
Oldsmobile's existence, it was known for being a guinea pig for new technologies and firsts. In
Canada the range was limited, with the Oldsmobile Silhouette and Oldsmobile Bravada being
unavailable to Canadian consumers until much later in their production life. In Mexico all
Oldsmobile models were sold under the Chevrolet brand. For the european market, the
Oldsmobile Silhouette was sold between and as the Pontiac Trans Sport by replacing the
Oldsmobile badging with Pontiac badging, along with Pontiac wheels. Sales in Europe were
good for an American import, but did not represent enough volume to make a distinct model
economically feasible for the European market. The Oldsmobile Alero was sold in select
countries in Europe and Israel between and as the Chevrolet Alero, and was only available as a
4-door sedan. The car still featured its Oldsmobile badges even though sold under the
Chevrolet brand, but since most European consumers would not recognize the badging,
Chevrolet badges were added to the grille and rear fascia for the model year. The Alero featured
Chevrolet emblems throughout its entire run in Israel. Early on in its history, Olds enjoyed a
healthy public relations boost from the hit song In My Merry Oldsmobile. The same themeâ€”a
fast, powerful Olds car helping the driver romance the opposite sexâ€”was updated in the s with
the iconic hit Rocket The strong public relations efforts by GM in the s was epitomized in the
Motorama , a "one company" auto show extravaganza. Millions of Americans attended, in a
spirit not unlike a "mini- World's Fair ". Every GM division had a "Dream Car". The Dr.
Oldsmobile theme was one of Oldsmobile's most successful marketing campaigns in the early
'70s, it involved fictional characters created to promote the wildly popular muscle car.
Oldsmobile' was a tall lean professor type who wore a white lab coat. His assistants included
'Elephant Engine Ernie' who represented the big block Rocket engine. He represented
Oldsmobile's wind tunnel testing, that produced some of the sleekest designs of the day.
Another character included 'Hy Spy' who had his ear to the ground as he checked out the
competition. A public relations campaign in the late s proclaimed that this was "not your
father's Oldsmobile. These ads included:. Ironically, many fans of the brand say that the
declining sales were in fact caused by the "this is not your father's Oldsmobile" campaign, as
the largest market for Oldsmobiles was the population whose parents had, in fact, owned
Oldsmobiles and that by going away from the traditional vehicles that Oldsmobile's brand was
built upon, lost many loyal buyers and put the brand on a collision course with Pontiac and
Buick , which led to internal cannibalization and a downfall from which it could never recover.
Oldsmobile's final major ad campaign had the slogan "Start Something" in a last-ditch effort to
market to younger buyers at the turn of the millennium. Beginning with the Rocket 88 ,
Oldsmobile proved heavily competitive in stock car racing. In the Sixties, the Rocket 88 was
replaced by the The body style of the Cutlass proved to be a winner for NASCAR competition
and it visited the victory circle 13 times between and , when Oldsmobile ended its racing
program. Oldsmobile was an engine supplier in the IndyCar Series along with Infiniti starting in
The Cutlass was used in the Trans Am Series during the s. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. Former entry-level luxury division of General Motors. Your Dictionary. Retrieved
November 25, Voyageur Press. Archived from the original on December 6, Retrieved June 4,
Retrieved September 5, Retrieved January 1, Retrieved December 12, Archived from the original
on November 20, Retrieved November 10, Chicago Tribune. The New York Times. Retrieved May
20, April 17, April 9, December 6, December 23, August 10, But given the blunders behind
Oldsmobile's failure, perhaps GM should have taken its marketing lessons from radio instead!
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