Lincoln town country

The Lincoln Town Car is a model line of full-size luxury sedans that was marketed by the
Lincoln division of the American automaker Ford Motor Company. Deriving its name from a
limousine body style , Lincoln marketed the Town Car from to , with the nameplate previously
serving as the flagship trim of the Lincoln Continental. Marketed nearly exclusively as a
four-door sedan a two-door sedan was offered for only , many examples of the Town Car were
used for fleet and livery limousine service. From to its discontinuation, the Town Car was the
longest car produced by Ford worldwide, becoming the longest mass-production car sold in
North America from to That factory was closed in September ; the final Lincoln Town Car came
off the assembly line on August 29, In the s, a town car was a body design typically used for
limousines. The description originated from the horse-drawn carriage that featured an open
chauffeur's compartment with a fixed roof for the passengers. Later, the " sedan de Ville " was
used as a model name by Cadillac, the primary rival to the Lincoln Continental from the s to the
s. For , Lincoln augmented it's pre-existing Continental lineup with the addition of two formal
sedans known as the Town Car and Limousine. Both new vehicles featured pillared
construction, interiors of broadcloth and scotch-grain leather as well as deep pile carpeting. No
options were offered with all equipment including air conditioning being standard; the
Limousine came with a glass partition between the front and rear seats. In addition to the
slightly restrained styling, the change in the roofline was also functional. To add rear-seat
legroom, the rear seat was repositioned without any modification in the wheelbase. In the years
to follow both Imperial and Cadillac would redesign the rooflines on their own range-topping
vehicles the LeBaron and Fleetwood Sixty-Special to appear more formal and limousine-like.
One of the rarest vehicles ever produced by Ford Motor Company, [5] Town Cars and 83
Limousines were produced from to ; all examples were painted black. For , the Town Car name
returned as a trim package option, including leather seating surfaces and deeper cut-pile
carpeting. A raised molding over the roof incorporated coach lamps on the B-pillars. As with the
Town Car, the Town Coupe was offered with a standard vinyl roof. As part of the redesign of the
Lincoln roofline, the Town Car adopted the oval opera windows of the Mark IV coupe, with the
Town Coupe given a large rectangular opera window. The Continental Town Car proved to be a
success for the division, becoming the most popular Lincoln vehicle of the s as the Mark IV and
Mark V were not technically branded as Lincolns. Closeup image of rear roofline of a Lincoln
Continental Town Car, showing padded rear vinyl roof and opera windows. For , Lincoln
became the final American brand to market downsized full-size cars. In its redesign, the Lincoln
Continental shifted from the largest production sedan in North America to a design with a
smaller exterior footprint than Cadillac. Though technically not badged a Lincoln, the Mark VI
shared its chassis and much of the body with the Continental to reduce development and
production costs. Following the early withdrawal of the slow-selling Lincoln Versailles ,
Lincoln-Mercury dealers offered three highly similar vehicles across a wide price range in the
same showroom. The discontinuation of the Versailles also marked the return of Lincoln
exclusively to the full-size sedan segment, leaving nothing to sell against European-brand
luxury vehicles. For , Lincoln underwent a revision to transition its full-size model range from
three nameplates to one, commencing a multi-year transition throughout all three Ford
divisions. For , the Continental went on hiatus, with Lincoln shifting the nameplate to a mid-size
sedan for A model year removed from the extensive downsizing of its full-size model range, the
Lincoln division underwent a revision of its nameplates. Following the discontinuation of the
compact Versailles sedan, Lincoln was left marketing six nearly identical vehicles Continental,
Continental Town Car, and Mark VI, all offered both as two-door and four-door sedans. Largely
similar to the Lincoln Continental, the Lincoln Town Car was offered as a two-door and
four-door sedan the Town Coupe nameplate was discontinued. At the time of its launch, the
Town Car was initially slated for replacement by front-wheel drive model lines in anticipation of
further volatility in fuel prices ; as fuel prices began to stabilize, demand rose for the model line,
leading Lincoln-Mercury to produce the Town Car through the s with few visible changes. Over ,
were sold for , the highest ever for the model line. Delayed to the model year due to engineering
issues, the Panther platform meant radically different exterior dimensions for the Lincoln
models. The new Panther platform meant reduced overall size, better suspension geometry, and
upgraded power steering with a reduced turning diameter by over 8 feet compared to the
Lincoln Continental. For , gas-pressurized shocks were added. Following the introduction of the
Lincoln Town Car in , the 5. In Canada, the V8 remained carbureted until These engines are
identifiable by their cast aluminum upper intake manifolds with horizontal throttle body vertical
throttle plate ; this replaced the traditional throttle body with a carburetor-style top-mounted air
cleaner previously used. Introduced in the Lincoln Continental for and marketed in all
Panther-platform vehicles in , the Lincoln Town Car was equipped with the 4-speed AOD
automatic overdrive transmission, the sole transmission of examples. All Town Cars from to

featured an optional trailer towing package which included dual exhausts , a 3. During the late s,
the sales of the Lincoln Continental had held steady and the Continental Mark V would go on to
outsell its Cadillac Eldorado counterpart. As with its predecessors, the Town Car features
nearly flat body sides, sharp-edged fenders, and a radiator-style grille. In a major departure,
hideaway headlamps gave way to exposed halogen headlamps the first on a full-size Lincoln
since Another first included fully framed door glass retractable vent windows were now
standard ; in sharp contrast to its Ford and Mercury counterparts, the window frames were
painted matte black. While chrome trim remained around the headlamps and window frames, in
a break from Lincoln tradition, it was deleted from the top of the fenders. After only 4, two-door
Town Cars were sold in , the bodystyle was discontinued for In the shift from rebadging the
Continental to the Lincoln Town Car for , Lincoln replaced the "Continental" badging above the
headlights with "Town Car", which was removed in A padded roof was standard equipment on
all Town Cars, with its design determined by trim level. On standard-trim Town Cars, a
leather-grained vinyl full-length covering with center pillar coach lamps was fitted. For
Signature Series and Cartier trims, a padded vinyl coach roof covering the rear half of the roof
with a frenched smaller rear window opening was fitted; the coach roof was also an option on
standard-trim Town Cars. On non-Cartier Town Cars, a full-length cloth canvas roof was an
option; imitating the look of a convertible, the design deleted the C-pillar quarter windows.
During the s, the Lincoln Town Car would undergo several exterior revisions. For , the model
was given a mid-cycle facelift. In addition to slightly improving its aerodynamics, the design
was intended to visually shorten the car though length was essentially unchanged. The front
and rear bumpers were redesigned, better integrating them into the bodywork. The rear fascia
was redesigned; distinguished by redesigned taillamps, the trunklid was better integrated with
the rear fenders. For , to meet federal regulations, a center brake light was added in the rear
window. For , the grille was updated with a brushed-metal panel between the taillamps, which
now featured the reverse lamps. The "Lincoln" front-end badging is moved from above left
headlight onto grille and changed to large sans-serif script. In the rear, the brushed-metal panel
was given a pinstripe finish and all badging was moved from the panel onto the trunk lid. All
models feature a landau roof with a smaller, more formal "frenched" rear window. All
non-Cartier models also include an embedded Lincoln "star" emblems in their opera windows.
The interior of the Lincoln Town Car featured many advanced luxury options for its time.
Signature Series and Cartier models featured 6-way power seats and manual seatback recliners
for the driver and front passenger; the Lincoln Town Car adopted a split front bench seat
previously seen on the Mark coupes. Several electronic features included an optional
digital-display trip computer showing the driver "miles to empty" and based on driver input an
"estimated time of arrival". A keypad -based keyless entry system unlocked the vehicle through
a 5-digit combination factory-programmed or owner-programmed. Mounted above the driver
door handle, the keypad allowed the driver to lock all four doors; after entering the code, the
driver could unlock the doors or release the trunklid. Along with keyfob-based systems, the
keypad system is still in use on Ford and Lincoln vehicles as of As part of the update, the
Lincoln Town Car was the first Ford vehicle to feature a CD player as an option as part of a
speaker JBL premium stereo system ; [14] while was the final year for the option of 8-track
players and CB radios for the Town Car. For , the front-seat head restraints were replaced with a
taller 4-way articulating design; walnut burl trim replaced much of the satin black trim on the
lower dash. For , the instrument cluster was updated; for Town Cars with analog gauges, the
instrument panel was given round dials in square bezels. In addition, new wood trim was added
to the dashboard and steering wheel. As before, the special-edition package consisted of
exclusively-coordinated exterior colors and interior designs, with the Cartier logo embroidered
in place of the Lincoln "star" emblem on the seats. For , the package underwent a redesign with
new upholstery design and new two-tone metallic beige platinum added alongside the
traditional platinum silver and two-tone arctic white. Sail America Commemorative Edition This
special edition Signature Series model came in white with a blue carriage roof and had a white
leather interior with blue piping and special badging. This replaced a proposed Gucci edition
Town Car that had been in the works. Gucci Edition Signature Series Gucci Edition had a
special blue canvas roof with fluorescent B-pillar light and a special blue badge on the C Pillar
with the word signature. It was designated in the VIN number as code For the model year, the
Cadillac DeVille and Fleetwood , traditional competitors of the Lincoln Town Car, shifted to
front-wheel drive platforms The Fleetwood Brougham retained its rear-drive platform and styling
, becoming smaller than the Lincoln Continental. At the time, Lincoln marketed the larger size of
the Town Car as a selling point. In response to the downsized Cadillacs, Lincoln introduced a
series of advertisements in late titled "The Valet" which depicted parking attendants having
trouble distinguishing Cadillacs from lesser Buicks Electras and Oldsmobiles Ninety-Eights ,

with the question "Is that a Cadillac? What a Luxury Car Should Be. After ten years on the
market nine of them as the Town Car relatively unchanged, the Lincoln Town Car was given an
extensive redesign inside and out, being launched on October 5, , as a model. In a move to
bring a new generation of buyers to the Lincoln brand, the Town Car adopted a far more
contemporary image, bringing it in line with the Continental and Mark VII. In addition, the Town
Car adopted a new range of safety and luxury features and would mark the debut of a
powertrain that would see usage in a wide variety of Ford Motor Company vehicles. The
second-generation Town Car was a sales success and became one of the best-selling full-size
U. During the late s and early s, Town Car sales regularly exceeded , units with , Town Cars
being sold in alone. The final compromise of the committee sought to keep the identity of the
Town Car thus avoiding repeating the mistakes of Cadillac while introducing a contemporary
vehicle for the s. In , a second factor driving the design of the FN36 project was initiated, as the
United States government introduced regulations mandating passive restraints on vehicles
produced after September 1, ; along with automatic seat belts , out of necessity, automakers
began to reconsider the use of airbags as passive restraints. At the time the FN36 project was
launched in , to extend the life of the Town Car, Lincoln-Mercury began a number of
advertisements satirizing the newly introduced Cadillac model line, making them out to be
indistinguishable from a Buick, Pontiac, and Oldsmobile. In March , the design freeze for the
project occurred, with an intended production start of mid The second-generation Lincoln Town
Car would become the first domestic Ford vehicle engineered outside of the company and
constructed by foreign suppliers, with International Automotive Design of Brighton, England
handling the engineering, while Japan-based Ogihara Iron Works supplying all of the Town Car
body panels from its own factory near the Wixom plant. From to , the Town Car would go from
over a year behind its production date to two weeks ahead of schedule. To lower the
development and production costs of the extensive redesign, Ford Motor Company retained the
Panther platform for the Lincoln Town Car, continuing its use of rear-wheel drive. In a major
change, rear air suspension introduced as an option for all three Panther vehicles in became
standard equipment on all Town Cars. For , the Town Car was produced with inch rear drum
brakes identical to its predecessor ; for , they were replaced by inch solid rotor disc brakes. In
its redesign for the model year, Lincoln stylists sought a completely new design for the Town
Car. Many traditional Lincoln styling cues were heavily reworked or abandoned completely.
Although the Town Car would keep its formal notchback sedan roofline, the flat-sided fenders
and angular lines seen since the Continentals and Mark IIIs of the late s disappeared. Stylists
made the body more aerodynamic reducing drag coefficient from 0. In a move to market the
Town Car towards buyers of contemporary vehicles, several other changes were made.
Although two-tone paint remained available featuring a lower body accent color in gray metallic
, monotone paint schemes would become increasingly standard. In a major change, a vinyl roof
was no longer offered, since vinyl roofs declined in popularity among many buyers. Spoked
aluminum wheels were dropped from the options list for , while locking wire wheel discs
remained through In late , the exterior was given a minor update with a new grille and slightly
redesigned tail lamp lenses distinguished by a "checkerboard" pattern for models. Although the
bumper largely remained unchanged, the front fascia was updated as the headlamp clusters are
changed to a clear-lens design and separated from the grille. The grille was redesigned,
returning to the design in a surround fitting closer to the body. The rear fascia saw the trim
between the tail lamps redesigned, featuring additional running lights, while the reverse lamps
were moved from the outer edges of the reflector panel to the center, beneath the lid lock cover
similar to the - models. In a departure from the Lincoln Continental and Mark VII, the use of the
Panther platform necessitated a degree of component sharing with the Ford and Mercury
counterparts. Although fitted with its own seats and door panels, [31] the Town Car was fitted
with essentially the same dashboard as the Mercury Grand Marquis versions with digital
instruments retain the instrument panel layout from In , the wood trim was changed to an
orange-toned walnut. New for the model year was an integrated, voice-activated in-car cellular
telephone concealed in the center armrest, which featured a speakerphone as well as a rearview
mirror-mounted microphone for hands-free calling. As part of its Mid-cycle refresh, the interior
saw a greater degree of change than the exterior. To bring the design up to date and in line with
the rest of the Lincoln line , the dashboard and door panels featured a curved design, while
influenced by the Mark VIII, the 6-passenger design of the Town Car precluded the adoption of a
center console in the interior. To increase storage space, the dual center armrests of the front
seats on Signature and Cartier models were redesigned to include storage compartments to
hold cassettes and the optional cellular telephone. The dashboard design continued into the
new door panels, now with an illuminated power window and seat adjuster cluster, and a
back-lit power door lock switch placed higher on the door. Releases for the trunk and fuel door

were moved from the dashboard onto the lower driver's door. Redesigned seat patterns now
offered an available driver and front passenger electric heat feature. The radio antenna was
integrated into the rear window. For , the climate controls were again redesigned; while Cartier
Designer Editions featured genuine wood trim on the dashboard and door panels. In , few
changes were made: the rear center armrest added a pair of cup holders, while Cartier models
gained rear-seat vanity mirrors mounted in the headliner. Also in , the trim level badges were
moved to the front fenders in place of the "Town Car" badges. Subsequently, the rear side
opera windows no longer featured their trim level engravings. For , the base trim was renamed
Executive Series. From to , the Lincoln Town Car was available with a factory towing package.
The Signature Series added a digital vacuum fluorescent instrument cluster, trip computer, and
standard alloy wheels. The Cartier Edition was fitted with the same features as the Signature
Series, adding a JBL-branded sound system with an amplifier, a security system, alloy spoked
wheels, and other details, such as cloth and leather seats. In addition to the three standard
trims of the Lincoln Town Car, various special edition option packages were produced by
Lincoln excluding dealer-produced versions. Jack Nicklaus Signature Series The Jack Nicklaus
Signature Series was a special-edition option package for the Town Car Signature Series that
was featured a green exterior with a white top; the interior consisted of white leather with green
accents. Another version of the package was sold with a white exterior and a standard roof; the
interior trim was similar, with white leather seats and green carpets and trim. Most Jack
Nicklaus editions have ornaments and wording on the exterior trimmed in gold including green
and gold "Golden Bear" badges on the front fenders. Regatta Edition The Regatta Edition was a
maritime-themed special-edition option package for the Signature Series, with approximately 1,
produced. The package consisted of White Oxford leather seats with optional blue seat piping ,
with regatta blue carpeting; the doors and instrument panel featured matching blue-color trim.
The package was often paired with a white oxford vinyl carriage roof featuring embroidery on
the "C" pillar near the opera windows. Spinnaker Edition Replacing the Regatta Edition, the
Spinnaker Edition option package featured tri-coat paint, two-toned leather seats, the Spinnaker
logo on the floor mats, and 16" spoked aluminum wheels. Featuring a unique accent stripe,
leather seats, wood instrument panel trim, window badging, cellular telephone , power
moonroof , JBL audio system, auto electrochromatic dimming mirror with compass, and
traction assist , [34] the Diamond Anniversary Edition included nearly every available option on
the Lincoln Town Car. At its redesign, the Lincoln Town Car was offered with relatively few
options, with nearly all features as standard equipment. On the Signature Series, the only
options were leather seat trim, a moonroof, a disc CD changer, a JBL sound system, a security
system, and an onboard telephone. The redesign highlighted several new features that had
never been available before on the Town Car. A two-position driver's memory seat was standard
on Cartier Editions optional on Signature Series ; the memory seats featured an 8-way
adjustment for both seats and inflatable lumbar support. While technically a carryover feature
from , the Electrochromic Dimming Mirror was redesigned for the much wider rear window of
the new Town Car. A number of advances were made in the safety features available for the
Lincoln Town Car, with ABS becoming an optional feature in Following the return of 4-wheel
disc brakes to the Town Car in for the first time since , ABS became standard in Initially, the
Town Car came with dual airbags as standard equipment. However, due to a March 14, fire at
the facility where the passenger airbag's propellant was produced, [35] the passenger airbag
essentially became a delete option , with a credit on the window sticker issued for the price of
the missing airbag. Upon owner request, for the price of the issued credit, the passenger airbag
would be installed once supply became available. Shifting away from the straight-lined design
language used by full-size Lincoln sedans for over 35 years, the Town Car adopted the rounded
exterior of the Lincoln Mark VIII and Lincoln Continental. The third generation of the Town Car
marked several major changes within Lincoln-Mercury. From to , the Lincoln-Mercury division
became a brand of Premier Automotive Group , a division of Ford created to manage its
premium automotive brands acquired during the s; following organizational difficulties leading
to Lincoln once again falling behind Cadillac in sales by , Lincoln-Mercury was restored under
its previous divisional structure during To continue the Town Car, for the model year,
production of the Town Car was transferred to the St. For its redesign in the model year, the
Lincoln Town Car retained the Ford Panther platform that had underpinned its predecessor. To
improve the cornering stability of the Town Car, a Watt's linkage was fitted to the solid rear axle
suspension a change also seen in its Mercury and Ford counterparts. The front brake calipers
were changed to a larger dual-piston design; inch wheels became standard. For , the chassis of
the Town Car was extensively redesigned and changes were made to the tuning of the
suspension. The steering system was changed from a recirculating-ball to a rack-and-pinion
configuration. For the first time since its introduction, the 4. From to , the Town Car used the

4R70W 4-speed automatic that was introduced in From onward, the heavier-duty 4R75W
replaced it. While three inches shorter than its predecessor, the Town Car gained two inches in
width and an inch in height becoming the tallest Lincoln sedan in 40 years. In a major break
from Lincoln styling tradition, the Town Car abandoned many of the straight-edged lines of its
predecessor. Adopting styling cues of the outgoing Mark VIII and the Continental, the Town Car
adopted a curved design scheme in place of the previous straight-lined body. While the radiator
grille was retained, its rectangular shape was changed to oval its waterfall pattern was adopted
by the Lincoln Navigator introduced alongside it , and the hood ornament was deleted. The
curved design scheme carried further to the rear of the Town Car, in the C-pillar losing its opera
windows into the trunklid. To differentiate from its Mercury counterpart, the Town Car switched
to individual taillamps, deleting the filler panel on the trunklid; a large chrome surround was
used on the trunklid to mount the license plate. In , the stretched Town Car L was introduced,
with a six-inch stretch in its wheelbase. To produce the variant at a lower cost, the B-pillar was
widened on versions to use the existing rear door glass of the standard Town Car. In , the Town
Car L was redesigned, giving it model-specific doors proportioned to the longer roofline; these
versions are distinguished by wider rear quarter glass in the doors. In , coinciding with the
chassis redesign, the body of the Town Car underwent a number of changes. To bring it in line
with contemporary Lincoln vehicles, the lower body was squared off; the oval grille was
redesigned in the style of the Lincoln LS ; the hood ornament made its return after a 5-year
absence. As with its predecessors, the Lincoln Town Car visibly shares few common interior
parts with its Ford and Mercury counterparts aside from its steering column, radio, and climate
controls. To improve ergonomics, power seat controls on Signature and Cartier models are
relocated from the seat to door panel Executive Series, in Seat-mounted side airbags become
standard on all Town Cars for In the same year, the Executive Series regained its rear-seat
center armrest initially deleted in a cost-cutting move. A new in-vehicle telematics system,
called "RESCU", included a rearview mirror with integrated microphone and SOS and roadside
assistance buttons, and replaced the previous in-car telephone with a portable Motorola
Timeport cellular telephone that now featured voice recognition. The system was discontinued
after the model year. For its redesign, the interior of the Lincoln Town Car saw extensive
changes. To differentiate the Town Car from the Mercury Grand Marquis, the radio and climate
controls were integrated into a single unit with an analog clock; the interior was given a
model-specific wood trim bordered by satin metal. The redesign included new seats,
distinguished by taller head restraints. For , for the first time since , the Town Car received a
redesigned steering wheel. For , the instrument panel was redesigned, with the Town Car
gaining a tachometer alongside its Ford and Mercury counterparts; The Town Car was one of
the last American-market vehicles sold without one. As part of the shift in assembly plants, to
streamline production, Lincoln deleted or standardized many features of the Town Car, leaving
only 4 remaining options: HID headlamps, whitewall tires, polished spoke wheels in place of
spoke "machine-finish" wheels , and a trunk organizer. At its redesign for , the Lincoln Town
Car was produced in three trim levels: Executive Series primarily for fleets and livery sales ,
Signature Series, and Cartier Designer Edition. For , the Town Car line was expanded as Lincoln
introduced a Premium option package for the Signature Series, Cartier, and Signature Touring;
the Premium option package is distinguished by a glass sunroof. For , the Town Car was
redesigned to have a new look and the Executive became the base model. The Signature was
the next step up, and then the Cartier and Cartier L. Ultimate buyers could now opt for
"upgraded" leather seat trim. A touchscreen GPS navigation system radio became available for
the first time, available on the new Ultimate trim. For , the Ultimate was replaced by the
Signature Limited first introduced as an option in along with the Designer Series in Also in ,
Signature Limited models equipped with the GPS navigation system radio also came equipped
with a new THX Certified premium audio system, adding tweeter speakers in the upper corners
of the front door panels, and a more powerful amplifier, and all Town Car models could be
paired with Sirius Satellite Radio , regardless of radio option. Effectively replacing the Cartier,
the Designer Series offered a two-tone interior with Provence leather and adjustable head
restraints; the exterior was distinguished by chrome wheels and B-pillar trim. For through , the
Signature Limited became the sole trim available on the standard-wheelbase Town Car along
with the long-wheelbase Signature L; the Executive Series remained in production for fleet and
livery sales. Town Cars with the option package featured a black-painted grille, exterior chrome
delete, black wood interior fitted with perforated leather seats, and a JBL sound system. Limited
Edition In , Lincoln offered a Limited trim; having Limited badges on the C-pillar, fog lights,
heated and memory seats, as well as Arden inserts in the rims and grille. For , the Limited
offered two-tone paint schemes in addition to two-tone seats with Limited badges on the C-pillar
as well, but no fog lights. Pro Series Offered in , a special Pro-series badge was placed on the

C-pillars; having the background of a golf course. This badge was stitched onto the front seats,
in addition to having chrome 9-spoke rims and a two-tone color scheme. Continental Edition
Offered in and was the Continental Edition package; available as an option only on the
Signature Limited trim. The package added Continental badging, chrome inch wheels, and
accents to the B-pillars. On the interior, the Continental name was embroidered on the front
seats and front floor mats. The Lincoln Town Car was the first production sedan in the world to
receive US five-star crash ratings in every category. Featuring a standard V8 engine ,
body-on-frame design, rear-wheel drive and large exterior and interior dimensions, [48] the
Town Car became popular in livery and commercial service. In commercial service, the typical
Lincoln Town Car saw a life expectancy of well over , miles. This design made them durable
even in the rough conditions taxi and livery cars are subjected to, and easy and cheap to repair
when they did suffer damage. The Lincoln Town Car was popular as a stretch limousine donor
chassis; it was the most commonly used limousine and chauffeured car in the United States
and Canada. The Presidential Town Car limousine arrived in and was the state car for the entire
presidency of George H. It was succeeded by a Cadillac Fleetwood , used by his successor, Bill
Clinton. Displayed at George Bush Presidential Library. A new "L" designation was used for
extended-wheelbase Town Cars from to Also included was a two-way travel switch for the front
passenger seat base a feature shared with the extended-wheelbase Jaguar XJ. The L
designation was applied to the top-of-line Cartier â€” , Ultimate only , and Signature â€” trim
levels. Fleet buyers received it under the Executive L trim designation. For â€”02 versions, the
"L" edition is identified by a widened B-pillar , bearing the Lincoln "star" ornament; maintaining
parts commonality with the standard Town Car. The "L" editions had longer rear doors,
featuring wider versions of the fixed windows. Starting in , the Lincoln Town Car had been
available featuring ballistic protection from the factory. Only a few dealers in the US were
authorized to sell this series. The L3 was introduced in and had a wheelbase of 3, millimetres
For , the L1 was introduced and had a wheelbase of 3, millimetres During the s, in spite of
declining sales, the Town Car remained one of the highest-selling American-brand luxury
sedans. Outside of retail markets, it was the most used limousine and chauffeured car in the
United States and Canada. In , as part of The Way Forward , Ford considered ending production
of Lincoln's largest model as part of the closing of the Wixom Assembly Plant. Following the
model year, however, the Town Car was discontinued for retail sale in Canada, available
exclusively for fleet and livery customers afterward. In , the fate of all three Panther-platform
models was determined when Ford announced the closure of the St. Thomas Assembly Plant.
For the limousine and livery markets, Ford had promised availability of the Town Car through
the model year; [67] retail sales continued on a limited basis in the United States and for export.
In , Ford announced the closure of the Mercury brand at the end of the year, effectively making
the Town Car the final model line sold for retail sale produced by St. Thomas Assembly retail
sales of the Crown Victoria ended after On August 29, , the final Town Car rolled off the
assembly line, without any fanfare or announcement from Ford; [1] St. Thomas Assembly
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Latinised to Lindum and given the title Colonia when it was converted into a settlement for army
veterans. Lindum colonia or more fully, Colonia Domitiana Lindensium , after the Emperor
Domitian who ruled at the time, was established within the walls of the hilltop fortress with the
addition of an extension of about equal area, down the hillside to the waterside below. It became
a major flourishing settlement, accessible from the sea both through the River Trent and
through the River Witham. On the basis of the patently corrupt list of British bishops who
attended the Council of Arles , the city is now often considered to have been the capital of the
province of Flavia Caesariensis which was formed during the late-3rd century Diocletian
Reforms. Subsequently, the town and its waterways fell into decline. Germanic tribes from the
North Sea area settled Lincolnshire during the fifth and sixth centuries. After the first Viking
raids, the city again rose to some importance, with overseas trading connections. In Viking
times Lincoln was a trading centre with its own mint, by far the most important in Lincolnshire
and by the end of the 10th century, comparable in output to that of York. Excavations at
Flaxengate reveal that the area, deserted since Roman times, received timber-framed buildings
fronting a new street system in about Like York, the Upper City seems to have had purely
administrative functions up to or so, while the Lower City, down the hill towards the River
Witham, may have been largely deserted. By , however, the Witham banks were developed, with
the Lower City resettled and the suburb of Wigford emerging as a trading centre. In , two years
after the Norman conquest of England , William I ordered Lincoln Castle to be built on the site of
the old Roman settlement, for the same strategic reasons and controlling the same road.
Construction of the first Lincoln Cathedral, within its close or walled precinct facing the castle,
began when the see was removed from the quiet backwater of Dorchester-on-Thames ,
Oxfordshire , and was completed in ; [12] it was rebuilt after a fire but destroyed by an
earthquake in When completed, the central of the three spires is widely accepted to have
succeeded the Great Pyramids of Egypt as the tallest man-made structure in the world. The
Lincoln bishops were among the magnates of medieval England. The Diocese of Lincoln , the
largest in England, had more monasteries than the rest of England put together, and the
diocese was supported by large estates. One of only four surviving originals of the document is
preserved in Lincoln Castle. Theologian William de Montibus was the head of the cathedral
school and chancellor until his death in The administrative centre was the Bishop's Palace , the
third element in the central complex. When it was built in the late 12th century, the Bishop's
Palace was one of the most important buildings in England. Built by Hugh of Lincoln, its East
Hall over a vaulted undercroft is the earliest surviving example of a roofed domestic hall. The
chapel range and entrance tower were built by Bishop William of Alnwick, who modernised the
palace in the s. During the Anarchy , in Lincoln was the site of a battle between King Stephen
and the forces of Empress Matilda , led by her illegitimate half-brother Robert, 1st Earl of
Gloucester. After fierce fighting in the city's streets, Stephen's forces were defeated. Stephen
himself was captured and taken to Bristol. By , Lincoln was among the wealthiest towns in
England. The basis of the economy was cloth and wool , exported to Flanders ; Lincoln weavers
had set up a guild in to produce Lincoln Cloth, especially the fine dyed "scarlet" and "green",
whose reputation was later enhanced by the legendary Robin Hood wearing woollens of Lincoln

green. In the Guildhall that surmounts the city gate called the Stonebow , the ancient Council
Chamber contains Lincoln's civic insignia, a fine collection of civic regalia. Outside the
precincts of cathedral and castle, the old quarter clustered around the Bailgate, and down Steep
Hill to the High Bridge , whose half-timbered housing juts out over the river. The last is an
unusual English dedication to the saint whose cult was coming into vogue on the European
continent at that time. Lincoln was home to one of the five main Jewish communities in
England, well established before it was officially noted in In , anti-Semitic riots that started in
King's Lynn , Norfolk, spread to Lincoln; the Jewish community took refuge with royal officials,
but their habitations were plundered. The so-called House of Aaron has a two-storey street
frontage that is essentially 12th century and a nearby Jew's House likewise bears witness to the
Jewish population. Thirteenth-century Lincoln was England's third largest city and a favourite
of more than one king. During the First Barons' War , it became caught up in the strife between
the king and rebel barons who had allied with the French. It was here and at Dover that the
French and Rebel army was defeated. In the aftermath, the town was pillaged for having sided
with Prince Louis. According to some historians, the city's fortunes began to decline in the 14th
century, although others have argued that the city remained buoyant in both trade and
communications well into the 15th century. Thus in , the city was made a county in its own right
known as the County of the City of Lincoln. Thereafter, additional rights being conferred on the
town by successive monarchs, including those of an assay town controlling metal
manufacturing, for example. Lincoln's coat of arms , not officially endorsed by the College of
Arms , is believed to date from the 14th century. It is Argent on a cross gules a fleur-de-lis or.
The cross is believed to derive from the Diocese of Lincoln. The fleur-de-lis is the symbol of the
Virgin Mary, to whom the cathedral is dedicated. The Dissolution of the Monasteries cut off
Lincoln's main source of diocesan income and dried up the network of patronage controlled by
the bishop. No fewer than seven monasteries closed within the city alone. A number of nearby
abbeys were also closed, which further diminished the region's political power. A symbol of
Lincoln's economic and political decline came in , when the cathedral's great spire rotted and
collapsed and was not replaced. However, the comparative poverty of post-medieval Lincoln
preserved pre-medieval structures that would probably have been lost under more prosperous
conditions. Between and , during the English Civil War , Lincoln was on the frontier between the
Royalist and Parliamentary forces and changed hands several times. Lincoln now had no major
industry and no easy access to the sea. While the rest of the country was beginning to prosper
in the early 18th century, Lincoln suffered, travellers often commenting on what had essentially
become a one-street town. By the Georgian era , Lincoln's fortunes began to pick up, thanks in
part to the Agricultural Revolution. The re-opening of the Foss Dyke canal allowed coal and
other raw materials vital to industry to be brought into the city more easily. Along with the
economic growth of Lincoln in this period, the city boundaries were expanded to include the
West Common. To this day, an annual Beat the Boundaries walk takes place along the perimeter
of the common. Coupled with the arrival of railway links, Lincoln boomed again during the
Industrial Revolution , and several world-famous companies arose, such as Ruston's , Clayton
's, Proctor 's and William Foster's. Lincoln began to excel in heavy engineering, building
locomotives, steam shovels and all manner of heavy machinery. A permanent military presence
came with the completion of the "Old Barracks" now occupied by the Museum of Lincolnshire
Life in Lincoln was hit by a typhoid epidemic between November and August caused by polluted
drinking water from Hartsholme Lake and the River Witham. Over 1, people contracted the
disease and fatalities totalled , [26] including the man responsible for the city's water supply,
Liam Kirk of Baker Crescent. Near the beginning of the epidemic, Dr Alexander Cruickshank
Houston installed a chlorine disinfection system just ahead of the poorly operating slow sand
filter to kill the fatal bacteria. In the two world wars , Lincoln switched to war production. The
tanks were tested on land now covered by Tritton Road in the south-west suburbs. During the
Second World War , Lincoln produced a vast array of war goods: tanks, aircraft, munitions and
military vehicles. Its success made it the largest single employer in the city, providing over 5,
jobs in its factory and research facilities, making it a rich takeover target for industrial
conglomerates. This includes what is left of Napier Turbochargers. Plans came early in for a
new plant outside the city at Teal Park , North Hykeham. The factory now employs people.
Lincoln's second largest private employer is James Dawson and Son, a belting and hose
manufacturer founded there in the late 19th century. Its two sites are both in Tritton Road. The
main one, next to the University of Lincoln, used Lincoln's last coal-fired boiler, until it was
replaced by a gas-powered one in July Dawson's became part of the Hull-based Fenner group in
the late s. New suburbs were built in the years after , but heavy industry declined towards the
end of the 20th century. Nevertheless, more people in Lincoln are still employed today in
building gas turbines than in any other field. Much development, particularly around the

Brayford area, has followed the construction of the University of Lincoln's Brayford Campus,
which opened in Lincoln's economy is based mainly on public administration, commerce,
arable farming and tourism, with industrial relics like Ruston now Siemens still in existence.
However, many of Lincoln's industrial giants have long ceased production there, leaving large
empty industrial warehouse-like buildings. More recently, these have become multi-occupant
units, with the likes of Lincs FM radio station in the Titanic Works and LA Fitness gym taking up
space. The main employment sectors in Lincoln are public administration, education and health,
which account for 34 per cent of the workforce. Distribution, restaurants and hotels account for
25 per cent. Like many other cities, Lincoln has developed a growing IT economy, with many
e-commerce mail order companies set up, along with a plethora of other, more conventional
small industrial businesses. One reason behind the University of Lincoln was to increase
inward investment and act as a springboard for small companies. Its presence has also drawn
many more licensed premises to the town centre around the Brayford Pool. A small business
unit next door to a university accommodation building, the Think Tank, opened in June The
Extra motorway services company is based on Castle Hill , with most new UK service areas
being built by Swayfields, which is the parent company. Bifrangi, an Italian company making
crankshafts for off-road vehicles tractors using a screw press is based at the former Tower
Works owned by Smith-Clayton Forge Ltd. Lincoln is the hub of a wider area encompassing
satellite settlements such as Welton, Saxilby, Skellingthorpe and Washingborough, which look
to Lincoln for most service and employment needs. Adding them to the city's population raises
it to , According to a document entitled "Central Lincolnshire Local Plan Core Strategy", Lincoln
is within a "travel-to-work" area with a population of about , Since Lincoln has gained two
universities, in association with its growth in the services sector. New blocks of flats,
restaurants and entertainment venues have appeared. Around the Tritton Road B trading estate,
new businesses have begun trading from large units with car parking. The St Mark's Square
complex has Debenhams as its flagship store and an accompanying trading estate of
well-known chain stores. The city is a tourist centre for those visiting historic buildings that
include the cathedral, the castle and the medieval Bishop's Palace. The Collection , of which the
Usher Gallery is now part, is an important attraction, partly in a purpose-built venue, it currently
contains over 2,, objects, and was one of the four finalists for the Gulbenkian Prize. Any
material from official archaeological excavations in Lincolnshire is eventually deposited in The
Collection, so that it continues to grow. Early in December the Bailgate area holds an annual
Christmas Market in and around the Castle grounds, shaped by the traditional German-style
Christmas markets as found in cities, including Lincoln's twin town Neustadt an der
Weinstrasse. In , for the first time in its history, the event was cancelled due to "atrocious"
snowfalls across most of the United Kingdom. Lincoln has many churches and chapels in the
city region. It fills a gap in the Lincoln Cliff escarpment running north and south through central
Lincolnshire and with altitudes up to feet 61 metres. The city lies on the River Witham , which
flows through this gap. Lincoln is thus divided informally into two zones, known unofficially as
uphill and downhill. The uphill area comprises the northern part of the city, on top of the Lincoln
Cliff to the north of the gap. This area includes the historical quarter, including Lincoln
Cathedral , Lincoln Castle and the Medieval Bishop's Palace, known locally as The Bail although
described in tourist promotional literature as the Cathedral Quarter. The downhill area
comprises the city centre and suburbs to the south and south-west. Steep Hill is a narrow,
pedestrian street connecting the two too steep for vehicular traffic. It passes through an
archway known as the Stonebow. This divide, peculiar to Lincoln, was once an important class
distinction, with uphill more affluent and downhill less so. The distinction dates from the time of
the Norman conquest , when the religious and military elite occupied the hilltop. The mute swan
is an iconic species for Lincoln. Many pairs nest each year beside the Brayford, and they feature
on the university's heraldic emblem. Other bird life within the city includes peregrine falcon ,
tawny owl and common kingfisher. Mammals on the city edges include red fox , roe deer and
least weasel. Since , Little egrets have nested in the Birchwood area and otters have been seen
in the River Witham. Both species are native to Britain and repopulating the area after near
extermination. Several invasive species of plants and animals have reached Lincoln. Japanese
knotweed and Himalayan balsam are Asian plant species around the River Witham. Galinsoga
and Amsinckia are American species found among city weeds, also American mink which are
occasionally seen on the Witham. Lincoln has a typical East Midland maritime climate with cool
summers and mild winters. Temperature extremes since have ranged between Closure of
Lincoln St Marks in left the city with Lincoln Central , soon renamed plain Lincoln, as its own
station. Until the s, the only two main roads through Lincoln were the A46 and A15, both feeding
traffic along the High Street. At the intersection of Guildhall Street and the High Street, these
met at the termination of the A The early northern inner ring-road, formed of Yarborough Road

and Yarborough Crescent, is today numbered B East Midlands Airport , 43 miles from Lincoln,
is the main international airport serving the county. It mainly handles European flights with
low-cost airlines. Humberside Airport , 29 miles north of Lincoln, is the only airport located in
the county. It has a small number of flights mainly to hub airports such as Amsterdam.
Doncaster Sheffield Airport also serves Lincoln. It mainly caters to low-cost airlines and lies just
outside the East Midlands Region in South Yorkshire. The older of Lincoln's two higher
education institutions, Bishop Grosseteste University , was started as a teacher training college
linked to the Anglican Church in During the s, it branched out into other subject areas with a
focus on the arts and drama. It became a university college in with degree powers taken over
from the University of Leicester. The college became a university in An annual graduation
celebration takes place in Lincoln Cathedral. Bishop Grosseteste University has not linked with
the University of Lincoln. Most buildings were built after In the â€” academic year, 8, full-time
undergraduates were studying there. This rose to 11, Further education courses in Lincoln are
provided by Lincoln College , which is the largest education institution in Lincolnshire , with 18,
students, of whom 2, are full-time. The school system in Lincoln is anomalous within
Lincolnshire despite being part of the same local education authority LEA , as most of the
county retained the grammar-school system. In , William Farr School was founded in Welton, a
nearby village. Lincoln itself had four single-sex grammar schools until September Both
schools were rebuilt after substantial investment by the federation. The local newspaper, the
Lincolnshire Echo , was founded in Local radio stations are BBC Lincolnshire on The student
publication The Linc [74] is available online and in print and targets the University of Lincoln 's
student population. ITV News also hold a newsroom in Lincoln. Lincoln has a professional
football team, Lincoln City FC , nicknamed "The Imps", which plays at the Sincil Bank stadium
on the southern edge of the city. The club was famously the first team to be relegated from the
English Football League , when automatic relegation to the Football Conference was introduced
from the â€”87 season. Lincoln City regained its league place at the first attempt and held onto
it until the â€”11 season, when it was again relegated to the Football Conference. Lincoln City
was the first club managed by Graham Taylor , who went on to manage the English national
football team from to He was at Lincoln City from to , during which time the club won promotion
from the Fourth Division as champions in The club also won the Football League Division Three
North title on three separate occasions, a joint record. Its most successful era was in the early
s, winning promotion from the Fourth Division in and narrowly missing promotion to the
Second Division in the two years that followed. It is currently managed by Michael Appleton.
Lindum Hockey Club plays in the north of the city. Since the city has played host to the Lincoln
Grand Prix one-day cycle race, which for around 30 years or so has used a city-centre finishing
circuit incorporating the challenging 1-in-6 cobbled ascent of Michaelgate. The Lincoln Lions
rugby union team has been playing since Two short-lived greyhound racing tracks were opened
by the Lincolnshire Greyhound Racing Association. The first was the Highfield track in
Hykeham Road, which opened on 13 September , and the second at the Lincoln Speedway on
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