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Seven generations of the sedan have been introduced to date, each offering V6 engines and the
front-engine, front-wheel-drive layout. The first five generations of the ES were built on the
Toyota Camry platform, with the sixth and seventh generations more closely related to the
Avalon. Manual transmissions were offered until , a lower-displacement inline-four engine
became an option in Asian markets in , and a gasoline-electric hybrid version was introduced in
The ES was Lexus' only front-wheel drive vehicle until , when the related RX was introduced,
and the sedan occupied the entry-level luxury car segment of the Lexus lineup in North America
and other regions until the debut of the IS in The ES name stands for "Executive Sedan".
Introduced in , the first generation ES was one of two vehicles in Lexus' debut lineup, the other
being the flagship LS The word "Windom" is a combination of "win" and the suffix "dom"
expresses a state of perpetual victory. The sixth generation ES debuted in the first half of as a
model, and features increased cabin dimensions due to a longer wheelbase which is shared
with the full-size XX40 series Avalon. Lexus has positioned the ES in the comfort luxury
segment, with an emphasis on interior amenities, quietness, and ride quality, [6] in contrast with
more firm-riding sport sedans. In order to avoid introducing the nameplate with only one model,
the LS , Lexus quickly developed the ES to debut alongside their flagship sedan. The smaller
representative of the initial two-sedan Lexus lineup was designated the ES , and powered by the
Camry's 2. Design patents were filed on 17 November , at the Japan Patent Office under the
patent number and registered on 8 August On the exterior, the ES shared the same general
body style and overall dimensions as its Toyota counterparts, but had a more prominent grille,
bigger tail lights, chrome trim, frameless windows, and distinct wheel design similar to its LS
brethren. Inside the cabin, the ES featured a six-speaker Pioneer sound system, genuine wood
trim, one-touch power windows, and leather seats. A four-speed automatic or five-speed manual
transmission was offered. Safety features included a driver's SRS airbag and anti-lock brakes.
In typical specification, the ES further included inch alloy wheels, a power driver's seat, power
moonroof, and CD player. The ES was marketed as the "luxury sedan of sports sedans," and
carried a U. During the first month of release, the ES logged 1, units in sales. The original LS
had been envisioned as a standalone model, but Lexus dealerships had asked for an additional
vehicle to accompany its launch. Due to its similarities to the Camry, some viewed the ES as a
placeholder product of badge engineering and the vehicle ultimately did not sell as well as its
larger counterpart. Initial perception of the ES led some to believe all the development time and
research spent creating the larger LS showed that they overlooked one of the reasons the LS
was developed, which was the Acura Legend , so it seems that the appearance of the LS was
shrunk to fit the ES so as to compete with the Legend. Production totaled 19, units in and 17,
units in , most for the automatic transmission model. Production commenced in June at
Tsutsumi, [13] with the first ES rolling off the production line on 30 August Production ended on
5 July Because of its relatively brief production run, the ES is a rare model on US roads today.
In , with creation of the Lexus brand, an entry level front-wheel Lexus model was ordered for
development alongside the LS and other offerings. In late , a final design was chosen and
design patents filed utilizing a clay design model on February 3, In September , for the model
year, Lexus announced the second generation ES almost one year after the introduction of the
second generation Acura Legend , but before Infiniti finally decided to add a similarly classed
sedan, the J The second generation ES shared its design with the new generation Toyota
Windom XV10 , which was officially announced in Japan on 30 September , [5] introduced at the
October Tokyo Motor Show , and exclusive to Toyota Japan dealership sales channel called
Toyota Corolla Store as the top level luxury sedan. Completely redesigned and now sharing
design features with the XV10 series Toyota Windom and styling cues with the LS , [22] the
model was renamed the ES to reflect the half-liter increase in engine displacement to 3. On the
front fascia, the ES gained projector headlamps in a curved housing and a three-slat grille with
the Lexus emblem moved above on the hood. The side profile featured an invisible B-pillar and
frameless-window doors. Inside the cabin, the second generation ES featured California walnut
trim on the center console, leather seats, an eight-speaker premium sound system, and keyless
entry. The added wheelbase length and overall width made for increased legroom and shoulder
space than the previous model. As with its predecessor, anti-lock brakes were standard.
Production assembly of the ES commenced on 9 September , and the sedan went on sale later
that year in the U. The sedan was not released in Europe, where similar Toyota models were
offered. The second generation ES was a major sales success, becoming Lexus' best-selling
vehicle overall. In its first full year of sales, the ES logged 39, units, [11] and throughout the
following years of its production run, sales reached near or above that figure. Minor updates
were introduced in for the model year August production , including: a revised grille insert now
with a three-slot grille, replacing the previous four-slot version , new headlights and fog lights,
outside air temp readout, and CFC-free air conditioning. This change in engine resulted in a

change in model code for the car now known as the MCV10 series. In September for the model
year, Lexus offered an ES " Coach Edition ", featuring select Coach leather trim in the interior
and a set of Coach luggage. From to , chief engineer Kosaku oversaw development of the XV20
Lexus variant alongside the XV20 series Camry programme under project code T. The third
generation ES was also slightly longer overall length increased by For the first time, an
Adaptive Variable Suspension , capable of adjusting individual wheels' dampers according to
road conditions within 0. Inside the cabin, the ES featured a new electroluminescent Lexus
Optitron instrument panel, walnut trim, and leather seats. Other luxury standard features
included heated outside mirrors and an automatic climate control system. A power moonroof ,
Nakamichi premium sound system with in-glove-box mounted CD changer, and heated seats
were options. The U. The third generation ES expanded upon the success of the previous
generation model, reaching a record-setting 58, units in sales in its first year, [30] and recording
sales in the 35,â€”50, range throughout its production run. In for the model year, the ES
received a few updates, mainly consisting of a revised supplemental restraint system next
generation , standard front row side-torso airbags, and force limiting seat belt pre-tensioners
that were designed to tighten the front seat passengers into their seats upon impact.
Transponder chips were now also used in the keys as to provide added protection from theft.
The Lexus IS was introduced to European markets in and became the luxury marque's
entry-level model; by this time the ES was no longer sold in most European markets. There was
a widespread engine oil gelling issue which could block oil from parts of the engine. After a US
class action lawsuit, Toyota notified US owners that engines would be overhauled or replaced
for free if damaged by the buildup of gelled oil. The ES received a mild facelift in for the model
year that consisted of new, clear tail lights and turn signals, a revised front end with a new grill,
headlights, and lower bumper with clear fog lights and larger alloy wheels. Inside, the interior
received an electrochromatic mirror, more wood trim and slight revisions to the audio system.
Xenon High-Intensity Discharge headlights with auto-leveling were now optional. From through
to model years , a limited " Coach Edition" was offered, and in for , a "Platinum Edition"
package was offered, including power moonroof, unique interior trim, and custom alloy wheels.
As development on the XV30 series Camry began in , development of the MCV30 commenced
under chief engineer Kosaku Yamada, with styling being done through under design chief
Makoto Oshima. In December , a concept design by Kengo Matsumoto was approved and frozen
for production in June The presence of the IS in the Lexus lineup enabled the company to give
the new ES a more upscale image and luxury feel by excising the sporting pretensions of the
previous ES models. Production occurred between July and September at the Tsutsumi plant in
Toyota, Aichi , [13] supplemented until December with the Miyata plant at Miyawaka, Fukuoka.
The cabin was fitted with California Walnut wood trim on the front dashboard, center console,
and doors as well as exterior puddle lamps, floor-well lighting, chrome door handles, an electric
rear sunblind, and rear-view mirrors that would automatically tilt downward in reverse gear.
Available options, including a power rear sunshade, rain-sensing windshield wipers, a
DVD-based navigation system, and a Mark Levinson premium stereo system, were similar to
features on the flagship LS sedan. Other features included a drive-by-wire electronic throttle , a
five-speed automatic transmission , anti-lock brakes with electronic brake-force distribution and
brake assist as well as electronic stability and traction control systems. ES sales sold 71, units
its first year, [43] making it the best-selling luxury car in the United States. The original owner's
manual included a photo of the automobile with the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in
the background. However, the Twin Towers were destroyed in the September 11 attacks , which
occurred less than a month after the model's JDM launch. Within a month of the attacks, Toyota
issued a revised owner's manual, this time with the Twin Towers digitally erased. During , for
the model year, the American market received a revised 3. Lexus released the limited ES
"SportDesign" special edition in The model featured the Adaptive Variable Suspension, inch
Y-spoke alloy wheels, Mark Levinson audio, interior upgrades, and special dark exterior colors.
In for the model year, the ES received a facelift with new front and rear fascias, clear taillights,
projector headlights, and a redesigned grille. Inside, features included standard audio and
display steering wheel-mounted controls, power adjustable pedals, heated and ventilated front
seats, Bird's Eye Maple trim and optional integrated satellite radio. Lexus also offered an
exclusive ES "Black Diamond Edition" in , featuring black wood trim, iridescent Black Diamond
paint, and a set of Tumi luggage. The line initially consisted of the ES sedan, which as per
previous models, featured front-wheel-drive and a V6 engine â€”now displacing 3. The line was
refreshed in , during which more features were added, and a four-cylinder variant, the ES , was
introduced for Asian markets. The fifth generation ES remained Lexus' top-selling sedan model
in the North American and Asian markets, anchoring the marque's entry-level model lineup. Like
previous generations, the fifth generation ES was geared towards the comfort luxury segment,

favoring a soft ride over sporty performance. The exterior design featured an all-new body in the
style of Lexus' new design philosophy, L-finesse. The new design was sleeker than its
predecessor, with a streamlined cabin and character lines across the hood, fenders, and rear
pillars. The Lexus emblem returned to the grille for the first time since the first generation, and
was placed at the center of a five-bar horizontal grille. The drag coefficient was C d 0. The ES
interior featured walnut wood accents, leather seats, dual zone climate control with air filter, an
MP3 player auxiliary input, power tilt and telescoping steering wheel, and eight standard
airbags. A keyless entry and ignition system, Lexus SmartAccess , which does not require the
electronic remote to be taken out of the driver's pocket, was standard. The instrument panel
used Optitron gauges and LED lighting. Some commentators have complained that so much
power to the front wheels has produced uncomfortable torque steer in both the new ES and
Camry. The ES arrived at U. The base price in the U. A pre-collision system PCS , which
incorporates a grille-mounted sensor and retracts seatbelts and triggers full braking power, was
optional, and came with the distance-aware Dynamic Radar Cruise Control system. Toyota
recalled and replaced 55, optional all-weather rubber floor mats from the Camry and ES in
September , [56] citing the risk of unsecured mats jamming the accelerator pedal. In August ,
the NHTSA probed the ES following 40 acceleration control complaints, eight crashes and 12
injuries, with floor mats implicated in most cases. In , the model year ES underwent a mid-cycle
facelift. A slightly revised grille resembled that of the new HS h , and the lower bumper and
taillights were changed. Other exterior changes included chrome-trimmed side moulding, turn
signal indicators on the side mirrors, and new split 5-spoke alloy wheels. Memory seating,
rain-sensing windshield wipers, and rear seat-mounted side-impact airbags were now standard.
The steering wheel controls now had hard touch buttons as opposed to the previous soft ones.
Bluetooth streaming audio and a USB port that included iPod integration was now built into the
stereo. In , the revised ES line gained a brake override feature which ignored accelerator input
when the brake pedal was depressed, which was installed on new builds from January The ES
received a 2. All models had a backup camera and 10 airbags. This car is equipped with a 2.
This generation is export-only, not sold in Japan where it is manufactured, [83] but has been
offered in right-hand drive since late , being sold in Australia, [84] Brunei, [85] [86] South Africa,
[87] New Zealand, [ citation needed ] Singapore, [88] Hong Kong, [89] Malaysia, [90] and
Indonesia. This plant also supplies the hybrid ES to all global markets, as the Kentucky plant
builds the ES only and does not build the ES h. The ES was scheduled to be available in
Japanese dealerships in the fourth quarter of , making the debut of ES in the Japanese
domestic market since the discontinuation of the XVbased Windom as well as the introduction
of Lexus brand to Japan 13 years prior. Initial deliveries of ES h started on 24 October in Japan,
where it replaced the smaller HS h and served as a front-wheel-drive counterpart of GS. The
Hong Kong model was unveiled on 15 September The Thailand model was unveiled on 17
August This was done to attract a younger audience into purchasing or leasing an ES.
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Hatchbacks CT. Lexus, a brand that stands for pure luxury and comfort. After driving the Lexus
ES for more than a year I thought it would good to share my experience here. Also with this I
now start a new chapter for cars on Dubaicravings. The was actually an eye opener by Lexus for
their design. It was a welcome design to the modern world. For the first time I could actually see
Lexus taking design seriously and competitive. The interiors were so beautiful and completely
different from the past that we had to appreciate the craftsmanship. Probably the gear in the ES
was the only component that was not really changed. Some of the reasons why I opted for a
Lexus in the first place was. There is a turn off for some people not buying the Lexus ES simply
because almost all the hotels in Dubai have a chauffeur driven Lexus ES Driving this car is just
a pleasure. The ES steering is as smooth as a fluid and just makes driving so effortless. When it
comes to performance, under the hood the Lexus ES has a 2. It is said to be using the same
engine as the one found in Toyota Camry but rest everything else is different in this car. If you
are looking forward to a power performance show from this one, then you will be disappointed.
Although the exteriors and the latest spindle grille gives the car the look of a performance car, it
by no means is aggressive. Some times I do wish the car had that extra power to take off or lets
say I could feel the lack of power at times. When you change to sports mode, the car steering
gets more stiff and tries to be more responsive when you step on the accelerator. But honestly,
the sports mode is not very convincing. Usually I drive in normal mode, where driving is easy
and relaxed unless when I am stuck in Dubai traffic specially on my way back from office is
when I use the ECO mode in the hope of saving some petrol. So I prefer to primarily use the
echo mode only in extreme slow moving traffic. You are looking at a Lexus ES with a premier
package or in other words the starting package for an ES model. For this price range, you could
think about the IS as well. The size was the prime factor that we decided to go for the ES. The
length and width between the IS and ES made a big difference. The leg room for the passenger
behind was spacious and you could not find any other luxury car giving you so much of space

at the same price point. To me the premier package had all that I needed. What I mainly miss out
from the next package would be the memory seats, ventilated seats, navigation system,
electronic curtains and a better looking wood trim for which you will need to pay additional Dhs
20, There is also a welcome lighting when you approach the car. What impresses me about this
car is the operational convenience and how perfectly they all work without any flaw. I just need
to touch the handle to lock and unlock the car. Sure this smart entry feature already exist in
other cars like BMW and infinity or even Nissan but all of them has a button at the handle that
needs to be clicked. Here you just need to touch the handle. The information on the car such as
the tire pressure and other such parameters are clearly visible on the instrumental panel of the
car. Interestingly, it also reads the air pressure of your spare tyre in the trunk as well. The
integrated bluetooth works flawless except I have never been able to place calls using voice
commands. One of the best parts for me in the car is the Power Tilt and telescopic steering
wheel which adjusts the steering wheel position once I switch on and off the car, making it
convenient for the driver to get in and out of the car. What makes Lexus special is the high
quality fabric they use. Even the floor mats are not compromised. The work on the dashboard is
actually hand stitched and gives a great feel and look to the dashboard. By the way, the most
noticed object in the car is the analogue clock. Talking about safety, you will find that they have
stuffed airbags almost every possible space in the car. This is actually the old story. For , Lexus
ES had a greater uplift. The spindle grille now is even more attractive looking and the steering
wheel is now completed changed and is circular. But I still love the looks of the old steering
wheel. The upper lights now feel glass instead of plastic. These are some of the changes that I
physically noticed when I visited the car recently. Oh and the price is now bumped to Dhs more
so the new price for the ES model is Dhs , Hope the review has been useful to some of you.
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