Jeep xj storage box

I had seen a few designs online before, and I think I actually was prompted to do this after
reading about an Isuzu Trooper owner and his storage box back in the '90s. One goal was to
keep things out of sight both for security and to reduce clutter. The tinted glass helps, but I
wanted to keep things out of sight. Some Cherokees were sold with a factory cargo area cover
right at the top of the back seat, but I don't have one and wanted something that didn't scream
"I'm hiding something!! That makes it heavy, but after being used for about five years, I can say
that the added thickness helps ensure it will not collapse or deform under loads. My kids used
to climb in and out through the back whenever they could, and I have an pound Chocolate Lab
who sits on top all the time. It's been solid without only two minor engineering changes. When I
originally built the box, I still had a stock-size spare in the wheelwell storage position. The box
was built to fit from the face of the tire, across to the right wheelwell. On the right, you can just
see the top of my "Truck Air II" compressor next to the right side. The box is level with the top
of the compressor and almost the height of the wheelwell, to maximize the surface area. One
thing I try to do every time I am out jeeping is to pack out more than I pack in haul out
somebody else's litter and the small cubbyhole on the right side became a deep well that holds
a pair of work gloves, trash bags for litter removal and a roll of paper towels. The Box. I'm
currently on 32x The wall of the box again holds gear in place under the spare tire, so I keep
chains, gloves, an e-tool and some nylon zip ties in there. The hinge is about 4" behind the top
back edge of the seat. This leaves the lid short enough to just barely clear the roof, but still lean
back against the backseat when fully open. The original box design had a full-width opening,
but a trial fit quickly revealed that the spare tire leans in quite a bit, preventing a full-width lid. I
ran a 2x2 along the inner edge of the box and simply made a cut on the left side of the door,
shortening it about 2 inches. The 'removed' part of the lid was simply tacked down to the box,
and the 2x2 became a support for the left edge of the box. The box lid is supported completely
around the edges by the walls and that 2x2 support. The carpet on the lid overlaps the left edge
to keep seams from attracting unwanted attention. Notice I had to notch the back edge to fit
over the latch opening as well. I wrapped the carpet over the edges to keep the lid from banging
and making noise on the wall, and does a great job of reducing road noise. Here is a profile
view; you can see the beveled front edge to fit up against the back of the seat. Holes drilled in
the side to make lifting it in and out easier. My original plan was to cut horizontal slots
connecting the top and bottom edges of these holes, but a few trial fits showed I didn't really
need a full handgrip to lift the box. The carpet extends down the front to minimize rubbing on
the backseat. Originally this was left loose, but later I stapled it down after gluing the carpet
closer to the hinge. All corners are reinforced with vertical pieces of 2x2 from the floor to
support the top. The front panel is lower than the fixed top deck piece, for added strength in that
area. The hinge was a 48" piano hinge, available from Home Depot and screwed into place using
supplied brass screws. The screws extended just past the wood surface, so after grinding some
of them down I covered the exposed portion with duct tape to minimize snagging. Automotive
carpet was found at Pep Boys, if I remember correctly. One roll covered the box, although you'll
notice my cutting skills came up short on the back edge, where I have a seam on the right side.
Since taking some of the pictures above, I added a brace in the middle of the box to prevent
warping near the hinge. The brace extends back several inches past the hinge, far enough to
support the lid and keep weight off the hinge. I had to play with the internal loading arrangement
but feel the added wood goes a long way toward adding to the strength of the boxtop. There is
also a 2x2 running fore-and-aft bracing the center support and the middle of the back wall. Entry
into the box is easy, with a short length of parachute cord as a handle, passing through two
holes at the rear of the lid. The parachute cord is tied to a washer underneath the lid. The
washer gives it enough weight to pull the loop of cord back flush to the deck. Part II - Platform
One of the selling features of the Cherokee was the flat-folding rear seat that increased cargo
area. The storage box breaks up the otherwise level cargo area, so I built a smaller platform with
a center support. When I have the back seat up, the extension can be removed or stored atop
the original box. After folding the seat down, the extension gives me about 57 inches of flat
area. That's still about 20 inches too short for me if I feel the need to car-camp, but it's enough
room to sleep in, in a pinch. There is enough room beside the forward platform to store a
5-gallon water jug or Blitz can, easily accessible through the back doors. Like the storage box,
the platform is sturdy plywood so I can put a load on it without worrying too much about
flimsiness. I hadn't picked up carpet for it in some of the pictures, but it is now fully covered to
match the box. What would I do differently? I'm really not sure, but like all Jeep projects this
one's still a work in progress I have since cut a hinged door on the left rear of the box. While it
makes the inside acessible when there is a lot of gear on top, I don't really like it. The plan for
the next round is to build a slide-out drawer in that area. This will be accessible from the top as
well but is primarily for use when I have a lot of gear on top of the box and don't want to remove

it all to get inside I added 32" BFG All-Terrains after the Rubicon Express 4. I currently store oil,
ATF and other supplies in that hole where the tire was, but will try to put together a taller box
with a removable lid to fit that side where the tire was. The front extension covers a lot of
wasted storage space. To get to that space, I'm thinking of cutting a pair of access hatches in
the top but need to be able to keep strength in that area. I have kept my eyes open for some sort
of lock that would keep the gear inside but won't rattle and bump constantly either. They won't
keep a determined thief out, but the goal is delay, anyway I have been looking for a flat tie-down
similar to the ones on the floor of the Cherokee right now. They can be used to hold camping
gear, etc. If I go all-out and build another one, I will probably build one that will let me get into
the box from the inside of the Cherokee if needed. This plan would probably have a top door
split the door fore and aft with hinges on the right and left sides, but also build a pullout drawer
for the rear. I got a series of pics from Trey, showing the box he built. One of the gripes I had in
the early stages of the box was that a lock would bounce around and make noise on the hasp.
Trey's solution was so simple and effective that I'll be doing the same shortly. He glued the
'hook' side of a sheet of velcro onto the lock. The 'loop' side is the carpet, so the lock is held
silently. Trey's box has a little more space between the rear hatch and the box, so he also has a
First Aid kit velcroed onto the back. The box itself contains an ammo can, and a crate that
contains a quart of oil, ATF, WD, carb cleaner, roll of shop towels, some cheap work gloves, a
bunch of disposable nitrile gloves, a container of fast orange wipes, and two 1-liter bottles of
drinking water. Trey saran-wrapped the package like a pallet of boxes being shipped , to keep it
all from jostling around. The saran wrap is more useful in a trunk where the thing slides around
and get flipped over, etc. Also in there: a tarp, a soft rooftop carrier bag, big duffel bag, small
backpack, crappy cheap hand winch, folding shovel, a gallon can of lantern fuel. One of the
selling features of the Cherokee was the flat-folding rear seat that increased cargo area.
Modified September 16, Log in or Sign up. Welcome to Jeeps. You are currently viewing as a
guest! To get full-access, you need to register for a FREE account. Post Reply. It's not easy to
find a place to mount 3 ham radios in an SUV type vehicle. I still wanted them accessible for
computer programming and to hook up extension cables to operate the radio from a table at
camp. This is what I came up with, it's not done but with a ham radio camping trip coming up
this weekend I buttoned most of it up and got it installed. So far I like how it has turned out.
Prerunner , Apr 30, Not to sound too stupid here, but is there an advantage to having more than
1 radio? They all serve a different purpose. Last edited: May 14, Nice set up Prerunner Couldn't
imagine the work that took. I got frustrated running the anntena wire for my CB. Nice set up.
JKBob 25 , Apr 30, Joined: Sep 18, Member: Messages: 1, First Name: Todd Vehicle: jeep
unlimited 2 inch lift, bumper and winch 33" mud claw. Hey Prerunner I wanna watch you
fabricate sometime JKBob 25 likes this. Seriously tho we definitely need to go Wheeling some
time I can show you where Terry Bradshaw lives lol. Sorry Todd, I remember seeing your replies
but was trying to get on the road to McGee Creek for my camping weekend. Prerunner , May 14,
Just north of Denton about 25 miles into Texas on I Prerunner [OP] likes this. Not too far at all. A
couple of the guys are trying to get together for ham radio Field Day June , they are thinking
somewhere in Southern Oklahoma. Prerunner , May 15, Yes I will join bothi will be getting my
ham license while I'm laid up from surgery. Show Ignored Content. All Categories. Username or
email address: Do you already have an account? No, create an account now. Yes, my password
is: Forgot your password? Free Shipping! Year: Select Finish: Powdercoat Free. Designed to
maximize the storage space in the rear cargo area. Offers customizable mounting for tools and
gear. Comes coated with a 2 stage satin textured black powdercoat over durable zinc primer
finish. CNC cut and formed from. Works on either side of the vehicle. Fits 4 door Cherokees
Does not fit 2 door 96 and down require drilling for rear mount. Proudly designed and made in
the USA. Sold individually. Check yours before you order. Will they work and simply be shorter
than the full length two door windows? Do you have plans to make them for two door XJs? We
do not have plans to make a 2 door specific version. Write a Review. All fields are required
except "location". Your email is for verification purposes only and will NOT be published or
shared. See our Privacy Policy. Thank you for your review! Notify me when my review is
approved. Makes good use of otherwise useless space. Installation was a breeze. I have a fire
extinguisher bolted to it with a quick release mount and I never hear any rattling. Taylor
Colorado September 17th, Although I like the design and it was fairly easy install, JCR should
be selling these as a set for bucks. These panels are their true money makers. A few other
companies have same exact panels for less than half the cost. Hindsight I should have got a set
of these from a different company for , instead of 1 for bucks. Quality product, but definitely
overpriced. Like the title says, these exceeded my expectations. JCR always makes good parts
so I expected it would be good but I didnt expect it to be as solid and handle as much weight as
it does. It handles two 2. Bought a pair and these are my favorite part of my entire build. One

slight hitch is that some year XJs dont have the 3rd screw hole already my '96 so you may have
to pre drill your own. If you want a real clean build, use a spacer behind the pillar so the trim
doesnt squeeze in at all. Write up and photos on IG xjstormtrooper. Great product. I love this
unit, which provides lots of mounting options for gear organization and management. One
improvement that I would recommend is to add a bracket that would mount to the upper rear
corner and use the factory trim screw as the mounting point. I found that with my fire
extinguisher mounted on the upper rear of this molle panel, the molle panel vibrates and causes
the mounted equip to rattle. A tie-in bracket on the upper rear corner would eliminate this
vibration issue. Troy Johnson Monroe,Wa April 18th, This panel is well thought out, built and
looks gooooood!!! Its a 5 star product by itself but im a stickler in the small details. The reason
for 4 stars instead of 5 is in the fasteners. The panel is powder coated black and badass looking
but with the standard grade 5 nuts and bolts it loses some of that badassness and looks kind of
cheap. I took it all apart and painted them using truck bed liner. Now they dont stand out and
look cheap This panel is expensive! I think for a few extra dollars and a little less gross profit,
JCR could include black alloy or powder coated fasteners. I purchased this panel along with
rear bumper, tire carrier, rotopax mounts and lights. I love their product and cinstruction Stay
tuned for review on bumper and tire carrier I have purchased two of these for my 98 XJ and its a
great product solid and very very useful, I Camp and Overland a lot and this is perfect for my
molle pouches. JCR has done it again I am very happy with it thank you Here are some other
items you might likeâ€¦. I had seen a few designs online before, and I think I actually was
prompted to do this after reading about an Isuzu Trooper owner and his storage box back in the
'90s. One goal was to keep things out of sight both for security and to reduce clutter. The tinted
glass helps, but I wanted to keep things out of sight. Some Cherokees were sold with a factory
cargo area cover right at the top of the back seat, but I don't have one and wanted something
that didn't scream "I'm hiding something!! That makes it heavy, but after being used for about
five years, I can say that the added thickness helps ensure it will not collapse or deform under
loads. My kids used to climb in and out through the back whenever they could, and I have an
pound Chocolate Lab who sits on top all the time. It's been solid without only two minor
engineering changes. When I originally built the box, I still had a stock-size spare in the
wheelwell storage position. The box was built to fit from the face of the tire, across to the right
wheelwell. On the right, you can just see the top of my "Truck Air II" compressor next to the
right side. The box is level with the top of the compressor and almost the height of the
wheelwell, to maximize the surface area. One thing I try to do every time I am out jeeping is to
pack out more than I pack in haul out somebody else's litter and the small cubbyhole on the
right side became a deep well that holds a pair of work gloves, trash bags for litter removal and
a roll of paper towels. The Box. I'm currently on 32x The wall of the box again holds gear in
place under the spare tire, so I keep chains, gloves, an e-tool and some nylon zip ties in there.
The hinge is about 4" behind the top back edge of the seat. This leaves the lid short enough to
just barely clear the roof, but still lean back against the backseat when fully open. The original
box design had a full-width opening, but a trial fit quickly revealed that the spare tire leans in
quite a bit, preventing a full-width lid. I ran a 2x2 along the inner edge of the box and simply
made a cut on the left side of the door, shortening it about 2 inches. The 'removed' part of the
lid was simply tacked down to the box, and the 2x2 became a support for the left edge of the
box. The box lid is supported completely around the edges by the walls and that 2x2 support.
The carpet on the lid overlaps the left edge to keep seams from attracting unwanted attention.
Notice I had to notch the back edge to fit over the latch opening as well. I wrapped the carpet
over the edges to keep the lid from banging and making noise on the wall, and does a great job
of reducing road noise. Here is a profile view; you can see the beveled front edge to fit up
against the back of the seat. Holes drilled in the side to make lifting it in and out easier. My
original plan was to cut horizontal slots connecting the top and bottom edges of these holes,
but a few trial fits showed I didn't really need a full handgrip to lift the box. The carpet extends
down the front to minimize rubbing on the backseat. Originally this was left loose, but later I
stapled it down after gluing the carpet closer to the hinge. All corners are reinforced with
vertical pieces of 2x2 from the floor to support the top. The front panel is lower than the fixed
top deck piece, for added strength in that area. The hinge was a 48" piano hinge, available from
Home Depot and screwed into place using supplied brass screws. The screws extended just
past the wood surface, so after grinding some of them down I covered the exposed portion with
duct tape to minimize snagging. Automotive carpet was found at Pep Boys, if I remember
correctly. One roll covered the box, although you'll notice my cutting skills came up short on
the back edge, where I have a seam on the right side. Since taking some of the pictures above, I
added a brace in the middle of the box to prevent warping near the hinge. The brace extends
back several inches past the hinge, far enough to support the lid and keep weight off the hinge.

I had to play with the internal loading arrangement but feel the added wood goes a long way
toward adding to the strength of the boxtop. There is also a 2x2 running fore-and-aft bracing the
center support and the middle of the back wall. Entry into the box is easy, with a short length of
parachute cord as a handle, passing through two holes at the rear of the lid. The parachute cord
is tied to a washer underneath the lid. The washer gives it enough weight to pull the loop of
cord back flush to the deck. Part II - Platform One of the selling features of the Cherokee was
the flat-folding rear seat that increased cargo area. The storage box breaks up the otherwise
level cargo area, so I built a smaller platform with a center support. When I have the back seat
up, the extension can be removed or stored atop the original box. After folding the seat down,
the extension gives me about 57 inches of flat area. That's still about 20 inches too short for me
if I feel the need to car-camp, but it's enough room to sleep in, in a pinch. There is enough room
beside the forward platform to store a 5-gallon water jug or Blitz can, easily accessible through
the back doors. Like the storage box, the platform is sturdy plywood so I can put a load on it
without worrying too much about flimsiness. I hadn't picked up carpet for it in some of the
pictures, but it is now fully covered to match the box. What would I do differently? I'm really not
sure, but like all Jeep projects this one's still a work in progress I have since cut a hinged door
on the left rear of the box. While it makes the inside acessible when there is a lot of gear on top,
I don't really like it. The plan for the next round is to build a slide-out drawer in that area. This
will be accessible from the top as well but is primarily for use when I have a lot of gear on top of
the box and don't want to remove it all to get inside I added 32" BFG All-Terrains after the
Rubicon Express 4. I currently store oil, ATF and other supplies in that hole where the tire was,
but will try to put together a taller box with a removable lid to fit that side where the tire was.
The front extension covers a lot of wasted storage space. To get to that space, I'm thinking of
cutting a pair of access hatches in the top but need to be able to keep strength in that area. I
have kept my eyes open for some sort of lock that would keep the gear inside but won't rattle
and bump constantly either. They won't keep a determined thief out, but the goal is delay,
anyway I have been looking for a flat tie-down similar to the ones on the floor of the Cherokee
right now. They can be used to hold camping gear, etc. If I go all-out and build another one, I will
probably build one that will let me get into the box from the inside of the Cherokee if needed.
This plan would probably have a top door split the door fore and aft with hinges on the right and
left sides, but also build a pullout drawer for the rear. I got a series of pics from Trey, showing
the box he built. One of the gripes I had in the early stages of the box was that a lock would
bounce around and make noise on the hasp. Trey's solution was so simple and effective that I'll
be doing the same sh
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ortly. He glued the 'hook' side of a sheet of velcro onto the lock. The 'loop' side is the carpet, so
the lock is held silently. Trey's box has a little more space between the rear hatch and the box,
so he also has a First Aid kit velcroed onto the back. The box itself contains an ammo can, and
a crate that contains a quart of oil, ATF, WD, carb cleaner, roll of shop towels, some cheap work
gloves, a bunch of disposable nitrile gloves, a container of fast orange wipes, and two 1-liter
bottles of drinking water. Trey saran-wrapped the package like a pallet of boxes being shipped ,
to keep it all from jostling around. The saran wrap is more useful in a trunk where the thing
slides around and get flipped over, etc. Also in there: a tarp, a soft rooftop carrier bag, big duffel
bag, small backpack, crappy cheap hand winch, folding shovel, a gallon can of lantern fuel. One
of the selling features of the Cherokee was the flat-folding rear seat that increased cargo area.
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