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When the engine is running, the drive belt turns a pulley on the alternator. Bad Alternator vs.
Bad Battery First, we need to know the difference between the alternator and the battery. The
alternator is an engine-driven device that converts mechanical energy into electrical energy.
The alternator is an engine-driven device that converts. Alternator Voltage Regulation Explained
with Wiring Diagrams Before jumping into the different types of regulators, it helps to have a
basic understanding of how the charging system works. Contact Us. Phone Number Shop with
Confidence. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Use. Privacy Policy. California Supply Chain
Disclosure. Accessibility Statement. DB Electrical Alternators DB Electrical keeps vehicles of
every shape and size moving forward â€” from mowers, motorcycles and ATVs to automobiles,
tractors, pickups and large commercial trucks. We work directly with factories to ensure each
component is manufactured to our exacting quality control standards. But because there is no
middleman, we can offer these exceptional-quality electrical components at low factory direct
prices. Yes, you have a full year to make sure your alternator meets your expectations.
Customers keep returning because we keep delivering total satisfaction. Our key to success is
selling parts that fit and perform like the originals. It's why so many mechanics make us their
top choice. Current Stock:. Quantity: Decrease Quantity: Increase Quantity:. Overview DB
Electrical Alternators DB Electrical keeps vehicles of every shape and size moving forward â€”
from mowers, motorcycles and ATVs to automobiles, tractors, pickups and large commercial
trucks. Engineer-Tested Excellence â€” Our alternators go through a rigorous testing program
to ensure optimal performance. Most alternators are supplied with their final test results and
performance curve. Reasons to choose DB Electrical for your next alternator: Built to Take the
Heat â€” Most DB Electrical alternators offer high-temperature epoxy, heavy-duty rectifiers,
high-quality regulators, top-quality bearings and high-temperature grease for better charging
and longer life under high-heat environments. Depth of Inventory â€” Find both common and
hard-to-find alternators for virtually any type of vehicle to travel over road, trail or water. Brand
New Alternator â€” Never settle for a secondhand refurbished one. Non and International at
checkout or call Customer Reviews. Keeping customers satisfied for over 35 years. Find The
Right Part Use our advanced part finder or search by part number to find your part. S states.
Expert Advice Need help choosing your part? Please contact us for help. Domestic 48
Contiguous States. UPS Ground - Delivery in 2 to 6 business days. If there's more than that, see
if you can tighten the belt. Do this by removing one or more shims that's between the two pulley
halves. If after removing all the shims and there's still too much play in the belt, then the belt is
stretched and needs to be replaced. Depending on the year of your VW, the regulator can be
found under the rear seat left side or be mounted right on top the generator. If you have an
alternator, then regulators are usually built in to the alternator itself. Typically, on a 6V car and
older it's mounted on top the generator a silver box. On a 12V car and on it's usually under the
rear seat off to the left. In Ghia's, I think the regulator is in the engine compartment and I believe
that's the same with the Bus. Anyway, check and make sure that the wires are on good and tight
and not burned or damaged. Replace any wire. Disconnect the battery cables, negative cable
first then the positive. Inspect the battery posts, for a few bucks, you can buy a battery post
cleaner or use a wire brush and clean the posts and the battery clamps. There's also a gooey
gell that you can put on the posts once the cables are re-attached to help them from corrison
build up. This simple device checks the specific gravity of the battery electrolyte in each cell.
With the key in the OFF position remove it from the ignition to be safe! Start the engine and run
it at fast idle about RPM and check the battery voltage again. Flip your head lights on, the
voltage should drop a bit then come back up again if the charging circuit it working properly. If
the voltages are more than what's specified, then the regulator is probably shot and needs to be
replaced. On generators, you can can try a simple trick; remove the brush use a magnatized flat
bladed screw driver, it will make it easier when you go to re-install the brush , the copper wire
that is attached to one end is usually long enough for you to rotate the brush degrees. If it is,
re-install it do this for the other brush too and re-check the voltage outputs the generator light
may take several seconds before it goes out. If the generator light goes out and the voltages are
within spec, then you have a set of worn brushes If after doing this brush trick doesn't fix the
problem, then you probably have a bad generator. Remember that when replacing the
generator, it's a good idea to replace the regulator too. A generator that's gone wonky can
damage or weaken the regulator which may come back to haunt you later down the road. In the
alternator, you can't do this trick as the brushes are built into the internal regulator and they

both get replaced as a single unit. Well, that's about the basics in what can cause your
generator light to glow aside from there being a short in the generator light itself. It's also
beyond the scope of this page to pin point the exact problem, but what I have outlined here is
something that the basic "Do it yourself" type person can do. Keep in mind that if you are
running a generator, the generator light will glow dimly and is most noticable when it's dark ie:
at night. This is common. This is normal for a generator supplied car. Try running the lights and
the wiper motor on at the same time in a 6V car. And last but not least, don't be ashamed if you
have to enlist the help of a shoppe. It's best to have it done right. The information listed is my
experience with this problem and I will assume that you have a Type-I. For the most part, the
information provided should be the same for all Type's. My generator light is on! Don't panic,
pull over to a safe place and turn the engine off. Most people assume that the generator or
alternator if you have one is at fault. This is not always the case. Some tools you will need:. Flat
blade screw drivers A set of open end wrenches Volt meter digital if possible Test light Fuses A
wire brush Crimp connectors push on style Wire strippers Wire clippers Crimpers Hook up wire
aligator clips on both ends Electrical tape. For the most part, you will probably be using your
volt meter. Wire harness and connectors. If the light does not come on, then reattach the
negative battery cable and move on to checking the voltage output check. If the test light comes
on, there's a short in the electrical system. Get out your digital volt meter DVM and check the
battery voltage. Generator Inspect the brushes first. Alternator In the alternator, you can't do
this trick as the brushes are built into the internal regulator and they both get replaced as a
single unit. Air conditioning is one of the biggest items on our to-do list, and the folks at Vintage
Air suggested we upgrade to a high-output alternator. We went with a Powermaster 12si-style
unit, offering amps and a simple one-wire connection. We ordered it with a V-belt pulley and
included a new charge wire in our order. The installation was extremely simple and we had the
new alternator in place after about an hour in the shop. The folks at Powermaster say to never
test alternator functionality by removing a battery cable while the car is running. This is also a
great time to buy new cables and terminals, as this is cheap insurance against wiring gremlins
down the road. We start by removing the original alternator from our Chevelle project car. With
the top bolt loosened, we can rotate the alternator toward the engine and remove the belt. Once
the alternator is removed we can disconnect the original wiring, including this brittle plastic
plug. On our Chevelle, the alternator charge wire is attached to clips that tuck beneath the upper
radiator support channel. We snake the new wire into place and feed it into the engine bay. We
removed some of the tape from the factory wiring harness in order to remove the old wires that
run to the voltage regulator. The original voltage regulator is removed. We carefully traced the
wires, as this regulator was originally wired into the horn relay, which acted as a power
distribution point. Without adding an aftermarket voltage sensor, the battery warning light will
no longer be functional after removing the voltage regulator. A volt sensor can be added to the
new alternator for volt gauge or warning light functionality. There are tons of choices for
aftermarket alternators, and we went with a Powermaster 12si-style unit, offering amps and a
simple one-wire hookup. We ordered it with a V-belt pulley and Powermaster charge wire. The
new Powermaster alternator bolts to the stock mounts with ease. A new top bolt is provided
with the Powermaster unit. Now would be a good time to replace the battery terminals. Another
option is to run the alternator charge wire to the starter. We also replaced the ground cable and
terminal on the Chevelle. With the belt installed and everything tight, we can install the charge
wire on the back of the Powermaster alternator. Keith Kanak has had his Chevelle Malibu SS for
40 years, first getting it as a junior in high school and keeping it through marriage, kids, and
moves. After hitting the Mexican border, I started back north, and eventually ended up in
Crescent City, California, where I spied a faded aqua Chevelle two-door wagon at a shop on the
main drag. We install a larger radiator, upgraded water pump, and new clutch fan on our
Chevelle project car. Check out this cooling system upgrade. We install CPP power disc brakes
with drop spindles on our Chevelle daily driver, and top it off improve power and traction. Chevy
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Your question might be answered by sellers, manufacturers, or customers who bought this
product. Please make sure that you are posting in the form of a question. Please enter a
question. Our engineers work in close partnership with leading factories to develop electrical
components that perform and fit our customers needs. Located in Kingsport, Tennessee, the
people of DB Electrical make it their goal is to get your vehicle back on the road, field, trail or
water. DB Electrical makes alternators that work better in the high-heat environments of
engines. Uncompromising choices in premium materials and craftsmanship add up to high
performance. Choose a quality alternator for flawless operation and long service life. From
interstate highways to gravel country roads and dirt trails, vehicles of all types are performing

flawlessly thanks to quality parts from DB Electrical. When you order from DB Electrical, you
can rest assured that you have electrical products that are top quality. DB Electrical keeps parts
stocked so they are ready to ship when you place an order, getting you up and running all the
sooner. A team of dedicated warehouse associates can often go to work to pack and ship your
order on the day you place it. Top quality and cost savings always add up to a winning
combination with every DB Electrical alternator you buy. DB Electrical works closely with
factories in the design of its parts, never simply buying excess inventory in the marketplace like
some sellers do. DB Electrical engineers set high expectations for factories. This partnership
produces an alternator worthy of the DB Electrical name. Skip to main content. You can return
the item for any reason in new and unused condition: no shipping charges Learn more about
free returns. How to return the item? Go to your orders and start the return Select the return
method Ship it! Fastest delivery: Saturday, Feb 27 Order within 13 hrs and 21 mins Details. Only
13 left in stock more on the way. Add to Cart. Secure transaction. Your transaction is secure.
We work hard to protect your security and privacy. Our payment security system encrypts your
information during transmission. Learn more. Ships from Amazon. If this is a gift, consider
shipping to a different address. Ships from. Sold by. Include Add a Protection Plan:. Plan starts
on the date of purchase. Product breakdowns and malfunctions are covered after
manufacturer's warranty. No additional costs for repairs - parts, labor, and shipping are all
included. Cancel anytime, full refund in the first 30 days. Allstate Protection Plans serviced by
SquareTrade, an Allstate company are only valid for new or Amazon certified refurbished
products purchased at Amazon in the last 30 days. Add No Thanks. Add a gift receipt for easy
returns. Visit the DB Electrical Store. This fits your. Customers who viewed this item also
viewed. Page 1 of 1 Start over Page 1 of 1. Previous page. ACDelco Professional Alternator.
Next page. Customers who bought this item also bought. Aeromotive Fuel Pressure Gauge - 0
to psi. Compare with similar items. Register a free business account. Have a question? There
was a problem completing your request. Please try your search again later. Product information
Technical Details. Click here to make a request to customer service. Would you like to tell us
about a lower price? From the manufacturer. DB Electrical Alternators Small details make a big
difference in performance DB Electrical makes alternators that work better in the high-heat
environments of engines. High-temperature epoxy and grease deliver superior heat resistance
Heavy-duty rectifiers and top-quality bearings extend service life Alternators are matched
against OE originals for performance True-fit design ensures perfect fitment with every
installation Most alternators come with final test results and performance curves. Proven to
Perform From interstate highways to gravel country roads and dirt trails, vehicles of all types
are performing flawlessly thanks to quality parts from DB Electrical. Fast Delivery DB Electrical
keeps parts stocked so they are ready to ship when you place an order, getting you up and
running all the sooner. Production Partners DB Electrical works closely with factories in the
design of its parts, never simply buying excess inventory in the marketplace like some sellers
do. See questions and answers. Customer reviews. How are ratings calculated? Instead, our
system considers things like how recent a review is and if the reviewer bought the item on
Amazon. It also analyzes reviews to verify trustworthiness. Top reviews Most recent Top
reviews. Top reviews from the United States. There was a problem filtering reviews right now.
Please try again later. Verified Purchase. Doesn't charge correctly. Waste of time and money.
Very disappointed. Total garbage!! This thing has already bad,not charging. Se
2003 saturn l200 body control module
43 vortec crankshaft sensor
03 accord
e all reviews. Pages with related products. See and discover other items: pontiac , pontiac gto
parts , delco remy alternator , delco remy starter. There's a problem loading this menu right
now. Learn more about Amazon Prime. Get free delivery with Amazon Prime. Back to top. Get to
Know Us. Amazon Payment Products. English Choose a language for shopping. Amazon Music
Stream millions of songs. Amazon Advertising Find, attract, and engage customers. Amazon
Drive Cloud storage from Amazon. Alexa Actionable Analytics for the Web. Sell on Amazon
Start a Selling Account. AmazonGlobal Ship Orders Internationally. Amazon Rapids Fun stories
for kids on the go. ComiXology Thousands of Digital Comics. DPReview Digital Photography.
East Dane Designer Men's Fashion. Shopbop Designer Fashion Brands. Deals and
Shenanigans. Ring Smart Home Security Systems. PillPack Pharmacy Simplified. Amazon
Renewed Like-new products you can trust. Amazon Second Chance Pass it on, trade it in, give it
a second life.

