Ford taurus alternator

One of the most critical engine components in your Ford Taurus is the alternator. Before diving
in and reading this section on Taurus bad alternator symptoms, take a look at your battery
posts. Are they clean and free of corrosion? If they are covered in whitish crust, a good
cleaning may be all that you need to do. All that you need is a good terminal brush. If your
alternator is no longer capable of charging the battery, the battery light will come on. The
alternator may be charging still, but just not enough to cover the electrical needs of your
Taurus. A dead battery is the end result of an alternator not charging enough. Most parts stores
or even Wal-Mart will do this for you free of charge. When your alternator is going bad, one of
the first things that you may notice is that the headlights and dashboard lights begin to fade.
Eventually the warning light will go on letting you know that the battery is not charging. Being
aware of the smells and sounds that your Taurus makes is a great way to notice when
something has gone wrong, and help you identify any potential alternator problems. If you have
reason to believe that your alternator is not charging the battery all the way, and you are out
and about, see if turning off all of the accessories including climate control and lights that you
safely can gets the warning light to turn off. If it does go off, at least you know you can safely
drive it somewhere with enough power going to the engine. Battery Light If your alternator is no
longer capable of charging the battery, the battery light will come on. Dead Battery A dead
battery is the end result of an alternator not charging enough. Fading Lights When your
alternator is going bad, one of the first things that you may notice is that the headlights and
dashboard lights begin to fade. Listen to Your Senses Being aware of the smells and sounds
that your Taurus makes is a great way to notice when something has gone wrong, and help you
identify any potential alternator problems. The alternator may have worn out bearings, which
lead to grinding or a hum that almost sounds like nails on a chalkboard spinning. Does it appear
to be shiny or glazed? Is it too tight or too loose? How to Replace the Alternator in a Ford
Taurus. The alternator in a Ford Taurus sends electrical current to various accessories in the
vehicle while the engine is running. Most modern alternators have a built-in voltage regulator to
ensure the voltage level remains constant. If your battery keeps running down or your
headlights become dimmer while driving, you may need to replace the alternator. Determine
which alternator your Ford Taurus will need. You'll want to be sure the new alternator is
compatible with your Taurus's engine. Models made from to have a 2. The 2. Disconnect the
negative battery cable with a socket wrench. Release the tension on the accessory drive belt so
that you can remove the drive belt from the pulley. Take off the mounting bolt on the right side
of the alternator with a socket wrench and remove the bracket for the power steering hose.
Remove the mounting bolts on top of the alternator, the front passenger wheel and tire
assembly and the front fender splash shield. Remove the alternator splash shield with a socket
wrench and take off the inspection cover for the torque converter. Mount a tool to hold the
flywheel so you can remove the crankshaft pulley bolt and crankshaft pulley. Lower the
alternator so you can unplug its electrical connections. Disconnect the crankshaft position
sensor and Oxygen sensor connector. Install the new alternator assembly by reversing the
above procedure. Torque the crankshaft pulley bolt to This article was written by a professional
writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point auditing system, in efforts to ensure
our readers only receive the best information. To submit your questions or ideas, or to simply
learn more, see our about us page: link below. Items you will need Flywheel holding tool New
alternator Socket wrench set Torque wrench. Writer Bio This article was written by a
professional writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point auditing system, in
efforts to ensure our readers only receive the best information. The alternator on your Ford is
an electrical generator that recharges the battery while the car is on to power the ignition and
electrical systems. When the alternator fails, the vehicle will shut off because the ignition
system ceases to obtain a sufficient amount of electrical current to keep the engine running.
But there could be another issue causing the problem you are encountering. So instead of
replacing the alternator before knowing if it's actually bad, try diagnosing it with an electrical
multimeter. Place the dial of the digital multimeter on the DC volts setting; the alternator puts
out electricity in direct current as opposed to alternating current. Touch the negative lead of the
multimeter on the negative terminal of the battery or to any engine ground that you can find. A
ground is simply a metal component on the car that is used as an electrical pathway. The
negative terminal will be indicated by a negative symbol, and the cable leading to it will be
black. Touch the positive lead of the multimeter to the nut holding the electrical cable routed to
the alternator. The cable is typically red and large in diameter and is used to route the electricity
generated in the alternator to the battery to recharge it. Read the multimeter display. It should
read at least If you read anything less than that, then there is an issue with the alternator, and it
may have to be replaced. Check the electrical connector attached to the alternator and make
sure that it is pushed into the alternator firmly. This electrical connector provides electricity to

the field windings in the alternator and is required for it to work properly. There should be 12V
at the connector; this can also be checked with the multimeter. Place the black lead of the
multimeter on the negative terminal of the battery. The negative terminal will be marked with a
negative symbol and will have a black cable attached to it. Place the positive lead in the pin of
the connector that supplies power to the alternator. There will be three pins in the connector;
the pin that you need to probe with the multimeter is the pin with a red wire leading to it. Read
the voltage on the multimeter. It should read 12V. If you are getting 12 volts, and the alternator
isn't putting out between If the connector you just checked isn't putting out 12V, then the
alternator is most likely good, and the issue lies in the electrical wiring. Shayrgo Barazi is a
college graduate with a degree in automotive engineering technology B. He is a successful
writer and has taken a college level technical writing course. He has an intuition for technology
and has the capacity to write, too. Step 1 Start the engine of the Ford. Step 2 Open the hood and
prop it up. Step 3 Place the dial of the digital multimeter on the DC volts setting; the alternator
puts out electricity in direct current as opposed to alternating current. Step 4 Touch the
negative lead of the multimeter on the negative terminal of the battery or to any engine ground
that you can find. Step 5 Touch the positive lead of the multimeter to the nut holding the
electrical cable routed to the alternator. Step 6 Read the multimeter display. Step 7 Check the
electrical connector attached to the alternator and make sure that it is pushed into the alternator
firmly. Step 8 Push down on the tab of the connector and pull out. Step 9 Place the black lead of
the multimeter on the negative terminal of the battery. Step 10 Place the positive lead in the pin
of the connector that supplies power to the alternator. Rehkopf; If you don't have access to a
multimeter or don't feel comfortable dealing with electricity, remove the alternator from the Ford
and take it to an auto parts store where they can bench-test it for you. Watch your hands, while
checking the alternator, because the engine will be on. The alternator belt will be spinning at
approximately RPMs and can easily injure you. The radiator fans may also be on while checking
the alternator or may turn on while working. To avoid losing a limb, be cognizant of where your
hands are at all times. Wear safety glasses to protect your eyes from injury. Here you can
download Ford alternator wiring diagrams for free. There are many types of wiring diagram for
different types of alternators. You can find the correct one according to your car model as well
as model year. Some of these come with Ford alternator wiring harness too. If you are hooking
up an alternator, they might be very useful. Basically, there are a few components to be
recognized when you disassemble an alternator from your engine bay. The pivot bolt, terminal
end nut, voltage regulator, regulator wiring plug, and brush holder. The image above is an
alternator from a Ford Ranger. This is the diagram of every components in the alternator. This is
a basic Ford alternator wiring schematic with external regulator. It consists the back view of a
standard Ford alternator, with and without warning light. It is very useful if you would like to
know the fused power, voltage regulator, ignition warning and others. Among all the Ford
alternator wiring diagrams above, this is the most complicated one. It consists of ignition
switch, fuse panel, engine compartment relay box, instrument cluster and many more. It
requires advanced knowledge to fix an alternator with this diagram. Your email:. Simple Ford
Alternator Diagram Basically, there are a few components to be recognized when you
disassemble an alternator from your engine bay. Ford Alternator Wiring Diagram This is the
diagram of every components in the alternator. Ford Alternator Wiring Schematic This is a basic
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