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While most commonly associated with pickup trucks , the model line also included chassis-cab
trucks and medium-duty trucks and served as the basis for GM full-size SUVs. Used for both the
model branding and the internal model code, "C" denoted two-wheel drive; "K" denoted
four-wheel drive. For third-generation examples produced between and , these were replaced by
"R" and "V", respectively. Introduced for the model year, four generations of the model line
were produced, with GMC rebranding full-size pickups under a singular GMC Sierra nameplate
for Launched in the fall of , the model year introduced a new body style of light pick-up truck
that featured many firsts. Most important of these were a drop-center ladder frame, allowing the
cab to sit lower, and independent front suspension, giving an almost car-like ride in a truck.
Also new for was a new designation system for trucks made by GM. Since , trucks were
available from the factory as four-wheel drive, and the new class scheme would make this
known. A C conventional in front of the series number designates 2-wheel rear drive while a K
designates 4-wheel drive. Actual badging on Chevrolet trucks carried the series name system
from the previous generation for and the 10, 20, 30, and 40 series C and K were badged as
"Apaches", 50 and 60 series trucks were badged as "Vikings", and the largest 70 and 80 series
models were marked "Spartans". GMC did not use the "C" nomenclature, though their 4x4
versions used the "K" nomenclature. The 1. The , , and models featured ball bearing front
hubs,with torsion bar front suspensions, with trailing arm suspension rears. Trim lines were
base and "Custom". The cab was modified for , with elimination of the "wraparound" windshield
and a new front grille design, along with various interior changes, while retaining the original
design on the body. A new, more modern look came for , along with a new nickname: "Action
Line". The majority of 10 series and some 20 series Chevrolet trucks from to were equipped with
a coil spring trailing arm rear suspension, which greatly improved the ride over traditional leaf
springs. However, the leaf spring rear suspension was still available on those trucks, and
standard on 30 series trucks. All 2-wheel drive trucks came with independent front suspension,
while 4x4's used a conventional solid axle with leaf springs. Optional transmissions included a
three speed overdrive unit C only and several different four-speed manuals, the Powerglide
2-speed automatic, or the Turbo-Hydramatic and 3-speed automatic. The six and the in 3 V8
were optional engines. The most visible change in differentiating a from models was the
addition of side-marker reflectors on all fenders. Also, the small rear window cab was no longer
available the C40 and C60 medium duty trucks retained the small window. In , Chevrolet
celebrated 50 years of manufacturing trucks, and to commemorate, they released a 50th
Anniversary package featuring an exclusive white-gold-white paint scheme. Longhorns were
only two-wheel-drive; no factory Longhorn 4x4 was built. The c. Along with the new engines
came a new grille design for Chevrolet trucks and a more upright hood for both Chevrolet and
GMC trucks. The GMC version, known as the Jimmy, was introduced the same year. Some
internal cab changes were also made, most notably the switch from a hand-operated parking
brake to a foot pedal, and a more modern looking two-spoke steering wheel with plastic horn
button replaced the previous year's three-spoke wheel with chrome horn button. Also new this
year were upper and lower side moldings , which added another two-tone paint option. These
were standard on CST trucks, and optional in any other trim level. The Sierra and Sierra Grande
option packages were also added for GMCs; these were to become discrete trim levels in The
only noticeable change for was a minor update to the Chevrolet grille. At first glance, the and
grilles look very similar. However, the s plastic inserts actually have highlights that divide the
appearance into six separate sections. The , while still sold as such, was enlarged to cubic
inches starting in Numerous changes occurred in First came another new grille design the "egg
crate" for Chevrolet trucks and black paint over portions of the GMC grille. Second, an
additional trim package was introduced: the Cheyenne. On GMC models, this was equivalent to
the Sierra. These packages consisted mostly of comfort features â€” nicer interiors, more
padding and insulation, carpet, chrome trim, and upper and lower side molding and tailgate
trim. Finally, the front brakes on all light-duty trucks were switched from drum brakes to disc
brakes , resulting in much less brake fade under heavy use. The 20 and series trucks had the 8 x
6. Also, Chevrolet changed the V8 emblem designation to V8. The models were very similar to
the models, with the only change being the rear view mirror was glued to the windshield rather
than bolted to top of the cab, and metal or vinyl-covered flat door panels were no longer
available; all trim level door panels were molded plastic with integral armrests and wood grain
inserts on Cheyenne and Sierra trim levels. For restoration, it should also be noted that the door
and window cranks were slightly longer due to the molded plastic door panels, and the vent
windows were now secured with a single screw on the inside of the door, thus differentiating it
from the model year. The trim levels were rearranged on GMCs, with the Custom now being the
lowest level the Deluxe being dropped and the Sierra and Sierra Grande becoming separate trim
levels at the top of the lineup rather than option packages as before. There are also to series

medium- and heavy-duty trucks:. These models share the cabin of the light-duty models but sit
on a taller chassis and have a taller front end of a different design, with a clamshell hood. Sierra
and Sierra Grande had been used as names on option packages since the model year. In both
series, the 'Highlander package' included special color-coordinated houndstooth cloth inserts
and additional trim colors and insulation. As pickup trucks increased in use as personal
vehicles, cab features and options moved closer in line with GM sedans with power windows
and power door locks becoming options. To further expand its practicality, a four-door crew cab
body was introduced offering 6-passenger seating. The chassis was an all-new design with all
trucks receiving a leaf-spring rear suspension ; K-Series trucks moved to all-wheel drive
shift-on-the-fly 4x4 was introduced for This generation also marks the first use of the Chevrolet
Silverado nameplate in use for Chevrolet full-size trucks today. The first line not assigned a
generational moniker by General Motors, it is known by its GMT internal codename. For , the
extended cab was redesigned, adding a rear-hinged passenger-side third door. In , GM Brazil
launched its first line of light trucks designed in Brazil, the Chevrolet C-series pickup truck; in
line with the Chevrolet Suburban, the model line was sold in a wagon configuration, renamed
from C to Chevrolet Veraneio in The model line was launched with a cubic-inch inline-6 derived
from the Chevrolet "Stovebolt" engine ; this engine was replaced in by a cubic-inch inline-6
from the Chevrolet Opala. For production, GM Brazil introduced a redesigned model line of light
trucks. Sharing its cab structure with the "Rounded Line" generation, the series received its
own front fascia sharing headlights with the Opala and larger taillamps than its American
counterpart. Far more advanced in design than its utilitarian predecessor, the series carried
over little more than its powertrains from the previous generation. Again offered in single and
double cabs introduced in , the C and A ethanol received a 4. In contrast to its American
counterpart, the series was offered nearly exclusively with 2-wheel drive; a 4x4 version was
offered for and was withdrawn before the end of the model year, following poor reliability of its
drivetrain. For , the series underwent a minor exterior revision, again sharing its headlights with
the Opala higher-trim vehicles shared wheels with GMT pickup trucks ; the interior underwent a
redesign, adopting a redesigned instrument panel. For , the model line adopted the fuel-injected
4. In contrast to the previous two generations of Brazilian Chevrolet trucks, the Chevrolet
Silverado was no longer a market-exclusive design; the Silverado was identical to the
American-market GMT pickup. Offered only as a two-door C with a standard-length bed, the
Silverado offered a hp 4. For production, production of the Silverado shifted from Argentina to
Brazil. During , Chevrolet withdrew the 4. The final Silverado D was produced in January After
many years of declining market share in the truck segment, GM Brazil shifted its production
from heavy trucks towards the S and car-based pickups. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
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crossover. S Jimmy. K5 Jimmy. Yukon XL. S Sonoma. Introduced for the model year, a single
generation of the model line has been produced since , serving as one of the longest-produced
automotive designs in American automotive history. In line with their predecessors, the Express
and Savana have been sold as both passenger and cargo vans. A cutaway van chassis is
marketed for a wide range of commercial-grade applications, including ambulances, buses, and
small trucks. Since , production of the model line has also been sourced from Navistar
International through its Springfield, Ohio assembly plant. In a major functional change, the

front axle was moved forward 10 inches, effectively moving the front wheels out of the
passenger compartment; along with improving front legroom, the design allowed a reduction in
step-in height improving access. For , few minor functional changes were made to the model
line. In a more noticeable update, Chevrolet retired the Chevrolet Van nameplate entirely, with
the cargo van renamed the Express Cargo Van. For , the Express underwent a mid-cycle
revision. Alongside substantial frame and chassis upgrades, the bodywork forward of the
windshield was revised. Since its model revision, the Express has seen incremental updates to
the model line. For , the Express passenger van received side-curtain airbags and standard
stability control introduced for series vans for [8] ; the steering wheel was also redesigned.
Entering its 25th year of production for the model year, the Chevrolet Express matched the
third-generation G-series Chevrolet Van in model longevity. At its launch, the Chevrolet Express
was introduced with five engines. All engines were paired with a 4-speed overdrive automatic,
carried over from the Chevrolet Van; series vehicles used a 4L60E transmission while and
series vehicles used a heavier-duty 4L80E unit. For , the Vortec was replaced by the
longer-stroke Vortec at cubic inches, this is the largest-displacement engine ever
factory-marketed by Chevrolet ; the engine was offered for the Express through For , the engine
lineup underwent a series of revisions, retaining only the 4. For , a diesel engine offering
returned, adopting a detuned version of the 6. For , 5. For , and series vans used the six speed
6L90 transmission. Coinciding with the discontinuation of the series, the Vortec V6 the final
engine derived from the original Chevrolet small-block V8 was discontinued in After , the 6. For ,
an "EcoTec3" 4. For , the 6. The series either has a 3. The and series van will have a 3. To aid in
rear cargo loading, the rear doors are hinged to open nearly degrees, allowing the vehicle to
back up to a loading dock. The cargo van is offered as a two-passenger vehicle with an optional
passenger seat delete ; the passenger van is offered as a 5, 8, 12, or passenger vehicle the
latter, only with the extended inch wheelbase. For its launch, Chevrolet used the Chevrolet
Express model name for full-size passenger vans, with Chevrolet Van returning for cargo vans
renamed Express Cargo Van for [4]. The Express passenger van was introduced with two trim
lines: an unnamed base trim geared largely towards fleet sales replacing the Sportvan and the
upgraded LS, replacing the Beauville. In line with the previous Chevrolet Van, the Express uses
"G" as its internal model designator "H" was used for all-wheel drive vans during their
production. As of current production, the Savana is outsold by the Express approximately
three-to-one. Alongside a two-door configuration, the GMT vehicles were offered as a four-door
crew cab. After , General Motors ended medium-duty truck production, leading to the
discontinuation of the GMT chassis. Produced primarily for commercial use, cutaway-cab
chassis are incomplete vehicles a chassis produced with no bodywork aft of the front seats
intended for completion by a second-party manufacturer. The additional bodywork is developed
specifically for the chassis and can suit a wide range of potential applications. Best known for
ambulances, buses shuttle buses and school buses , and recreational vehicles RVs , cutaway
chassis are also fitted with delivery truck bodies or utility bodies increasing their storage space
over a standard cargo van. Offered through both the Chevrolet Express and GMC Savana, the
cutaway chassis is offered on the series in both dual rear-wheel and single-rear wheel
configurations the latter, trading lower GVWR for increased maneuverability. Chevrolet used the
Express nameplate for the first time on a concept car designed for future limited-access
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Block" is a term for a series of large displacement V8 engines that have been developed and
produced in the United States from the s until As American automobiles grew in size and weight
following the Second World War , the engines powering them had to keep pace. Chevrolet had
introduced its popular small block V8 in , but needed something larger to power its medium
duty trucks and the heavier cars that were on the drawing board. The first version of the "Big
Block" V8 Chevrolet engine, known as the W-series, was introduced in Chevrolet designed this
engine for use in passenger cars and light trucks. This engine had an overhead valve design
with offset valves and uniquely scalloped rocker covers , giving it a distinctive appearance. The
W-series was produced from to , and had three displacement options:. The W-series engine was
made of cast iron. The engine block had 4. Heads used on the high performance and engines
had larger ports and valves than those used on the and the base passenger car and truck
engines, but externally were identical to the standard units. No satisfactory explanation was
ever offered for why this change was made. However, it did provide a fairly reliable way to
differentiate between the smaller and larger versions of the engine. The push rods also acted as
conduits for oil flow to the valve gear. Due to the relatively low mass of the valve train,
mechanical lifter versions of the W-series engine were capable of operating at speeds well
beyond RPM. The combustion chamber of the W-series engine was in the upper part of the
cylinder , not the head, the head having only tiny recesses for the valves. This arrangement was
achieved by combining a cylinder head deck that was not perpendicular to the bore with a
crowned piston , which was a novel concept in American production engines of the day. As the
piston approached top dead center , the angle of the crown combined with that of the head deck
to form a wedge-shaped combustion chamber with a pronounced quench area. The spark plugs
were inserted vertically into the quench area, which helped to produce a rapidly moving flame
front for more complete combustion. The theory behind this sort of arrangement is that
maximum brake mean effective pressure BMEP is developed at relatively low engine speeds,
resulting in an engine with a broad torque curve. With its relatively flat torque characteristics,
the "W" engine was well-suited to propelling both the trucks and heavier cars that were in
vogue in the US at the time. The W-series was a physically massive engine when compared to
the "Small Block" Chevrolet engine. The first iteration of the W-series engine was the
"Turbo-Thrust" cubic-inch 5. It was produced through for use in large Chevrolet trucks. It had a
forged steel crankshaft. A special cubic-inch 7. A high-rise, two-piece aluminium intake
manifold and dual Carter AFB carburetors fed a Unfortunately, there is no evidence from GM
that shows 57 cars were built. It gained its nickname due to the incredible speeds cars equipped
with it attained during its debut being considerably faster than the well known W-series
powered cars. This "secret" engine was a unique design incorporating aspects of both the
W-series and the mid introduced Mark IV [6] referred to in sales literature as the "Turbo-Jet V8".
Packard's V8-engine tooling and production rights were considered for purchase by Chevrolet.
Project did not proceed. The Mark IV differed from the W-series engine in the placement of the
valves and the shape of the combustion chambers. Gone was the chamber-in-block design of
the W-series engine which caused the power curve to drastically dip above rpm , and in its
place was a more conventional wedge chamber in the cylinder head, which was now attached to
a conventional 90 degree deck. The valves continued to use the displaced arrangement of the
W-series engine, but were also inclined so that they would open away from the combustion
chamber and cylinder walls, a design feature made possible by Chevrolet's stud mounted
rocker arms. This alteration in valve placement resulted in a significant improvement in
volumetric efficiency at high RPM and a substantial increase in power output at racing speeds.
Owing to the appearance of the compound angularity of the valves, [9] the automotive press
dubbed the engine the "porcupine" design. As part of the head redesign, the spark plugs were
relocated so that they entered the combustion chamber at an angle relative to the cylinder
centerline, rather than the straight-in relationship of the W-series engine. This too helped high
RPM performance. Due to the new spark plug angle, the clearance provided by the distinctive
scalloped valve covers of the W-series was no longer needed, and wide, rectangular covers
were used. Aside from the new cylinder head design and the reversion to a conventional 90
degree cylinder head deck angle, the Mark IV shared many dimensional and mechanical design
features with the W-series engine. The cylinder block, although more substantial in all respects,
used the same cylinder bore pitch bore spacing of 4. Like its predecessor, the Mark IV used
crowned pistons, which were castings for conventional models and impact extruded forged ,
solid skirt types in high performance applications. Also retained from the W-series design were
the race-proven Moraine M aluminium bearings first used in the , as well as the highly efficient
"side oiling" lubrication system, which assured maximum oil flow to the main and connecting
rod bearings at all times. Later blocks intended for performance use had the main oil gallery
moved up to the cam bearing bore area and provided "priority main" oiling, improving the oil

system even further. It had a bore and a stroke of 3. This engine was made from the s until The
used 4 rings on the pistons, as it was designed from the very beginning as a truck engine. The
was produced only as a tall-deck engine, with a deck 0. It had a bore x stroke of 4. Both engines
used the same high-lift, long-duration, high-overlap camshaft and large-port, cast-iron heads to
maximize cylinder head airflow and, hence, engine power at elevated engine-operating speeds.
Consequently, the engines offered very similar performance and resulted in a car whose
performance was described by one automotive journalist as "the ultimate in sheer
neck-snapping overkill". Wheel horsepower which is obtained at the drive wheels and thus
takes into account drivetrain power loss does not equate to SAE net HP which is horsepower at
the flywheel, like SAE gross, but with all accessories included, unlike SAE gross. This resulted
in superior vehicle weight distribution for improved handling, although the difference in straight
line performance was negligible. The ZL1 specifications were nearly identical to the production
L88 version of the , but featured an all-aluminium cylinder block, in addition to aluminium
cylinder heads, which dropped the total engine weight into small-block territory approx. The ZL1
engine also featured a light weight aluminium water pump, a camshaft that was slightly "hotter"
than the L88's, and a specially tuned aluminium intake manifold. Like the L88, the ZL1 required
octane RON minimum fuel, used an unshrouded radiator, and had poor low speed idle qualities
- all of which made the two engines largely unsuitable for street use. Period magazine tests of
the ZL1 were quite rare due to the rarity of the engine itself. High-Performance Cars tested a
production line stock, but well tuned, example and recorded a Super Stock and Drag Racing
Magazine recorded an This large difference in power suggests that the OEM exhaust manifolds
and exhaust system were highly restrictive in the ZL1 application, as was also the case with the
similar L Chevrolet capitalized on the versatility of the design by producing a wide variety of
high-performance, "over-the-counter" engine components as well as ready-to-race
"replacement" engines in shipping crates. Some of the components were developed to enhance
the engine's reliability during high RPM operation, possibly justifying the use of the description
"heavy duty. Beginning in , the highest performance models were fitted with the new open vs.
Indeed, Super Chevy Magazine conducted a chassis dyno test of a well-documented, well tuned,
but stock LS-6 Chevelle and recorded peak HP at the wheels [17] â€” a figure that lines up quite
well with the previously referenced SAE Net HP figure. Several LS-7 intake manifolds were
individually produced and sold to the general public by a few Chevrolet dealers as optional
performance parts. Hardened valve seats further increased reliability and helped allow these
engines to last much longer than the earlier versions, even without the protection previously
provided by leaded fuel. Both the and commercial versions were built with a raised-deck,
four-bolt main bearing cap cylinder to accommodate an extra oil control ring on the pistons.
Unfortunately, the raised deck design complicated the use of the block in racing applications,
as standard intake manifolds required spacers for proper fit. Distributors with adjustable collars
that allowed adjustments to the length of the distributor shaft also had to be used with and
truck blocks. Mark IV engines also found themselves widely used in power boats. Many of these
engines were ordinary Chevrolet production models that were fitted with the necessary
accessories and drive system to adapt them to marine propulsion. Mercury Marine , in
particular, was a major user of the Mark IV in marine drives, and relabeled the engines with their
corporate logo. The block received a one-piece rear seal and all blocks received 4-bolt mains.
Additionally the main oil galley was moved from near the oil pan to near the camshaft. Also the
valvetrain became non-adjustable and the provisions for a mechanical fuel pump were
eliminated. Cast aluminium rocker covers were fitted in place of stamped steel covers, featuring
a screw-in filler cap. From the was updated to the new Gen V block, crankshaft and heads. The
â€”with a It was also used in marine applications. This engine has a bore and a stroke of 4. The
Vortec L29 7. Introduced in , it was produced for five years, until replaced by the Vortec
Although introduced as the Vortec in , it was basically a Big-Block with a hydraulic roller cam ,
parts more suitable for use in light duty trucks , and more advanced technology. The engine had
MPFI multi-port fuel injection , which gave slightly more power and better fuel economy, and 2
valves per cylinder. The Vortec L21 was a commercial version of the Chevrolet Big-Block engine
used in the medium duty truck platform. Its design shared much with the L29 , but with the
addition of forged pistons and crankshaft, and coil near plug ignition. It had slightly reduced
power compared to the L29 and used a different PCM. The L21 was paired with the early 4 speed
Allison automatic transmission or manual transmission , depending on the application. The
Vortec L18 is a big-block V8 engine primarily used as a truck engine. It was a redesigned
Chevrolet Big-Block engine and was introduced with the full-size pickup trucks. It is an all-iron
engine block and heads with two valves per cylinder. It retained the same bore diameter as the
old 7. Other important differences between the Vortec and older Big Blocks include a changed
firing order , a new bolt head bolt pattern, longer connecting rods, different symmetrical intake

ports, different oil pan rails and the use of metric threads throughout the engine. Vortec s were
built at GM's Tonawanda Engine plant. The last L18 was manufactured in December GM sold the
Vortec to Workhorse now a division of Navistar , making it one of the most popular engine
choices in gas powered Class A motorhomes during the first decade of this century. Many
custom engine builders across the United States, as well as a large variety of aftermarket
components manufactured for the Big Block family, make it possible to build a complete Big
Block engine that contains no Chevrolet components. Blocks made of both iron and aluminium
alloys, for many different purposesâ€”e. From the s through the s, each GM division had its own
V8 engine family. Many were shared with other divisions, but each design is most closely
associated with its own division:. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Redirected from
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cam, high-flow aluminium heads casting s varied by model year and some upgraded,
competition-grade parts. Aluminium block with open chamber "" aluminium heads the early
Corvette RPO engine featured a closed chamber head ; cam even "hotter" than L88's; upgraded
parts similar to L88's. The Chevrolet Bel Air was a full-size car produced by Chevrolet for the
â€” model years. Initially, only the two-door hardtops in the Chevrolet model range were
designated with the Bel Air name from to With the model year, the Bel Air name was changed
from a designation for a unique body shape to a premium level of trim applied across a number
of body styles. The Bel Air continued with various other trim level designations, and it went
from a mid-level trim car to a budget fleet sedan when U. Production continued in Canada , for
its home market only, through the model year. The Chevrolet Bel Air, especially its second
generation design, has been considered an icon of the s. Well-maintained and preserved
examples are highly sought after by car collectors and enthusiasts. From to , the Bel Air Sport
Coupe name was used only for the two-door hardtops in the Chevrolet model range, to
distinguish the car from the Styleline and Fleetline models. First year production reached only
76, models built. The windshield, doors, glass, and trunk were common with the Styline DeLuxe
Convertible Coupe, however the roof, rear quarters and rear windows 3 were unique. The
chassis and mechanicals were common with the rest of the passenger car range, and the
overall appearance was the same as the rest of the range, except that the roof line was lower
and the unique three piece rear window gave it a longer and more balanced look. The first Bel
Airs were only available with the "DeLuxe" premium trim level and specification. Apart from the
usual annual grille and trim changes, the â€” Bel Air differed from the earlier model with
introduction of the higher and squarer rear guards that were across the whole range. In
Chevrolet renamed its series, and the Bel Air name was applied to the premium model range.
Two lower series, the and , also emerged as successors to the Special and Deluxe series,
respectively. The Chevrolet was advertised as "Entirely new through and through," due to the
restyled body panels, front and rear ends. However, essentially these Chevrolets had similar
frame and mechanicals to the â€” cars. The Bel Air was given a facelift in The pre-war
technology, such as torque tube drive, six-cylinder splash feed engines, knee-action
suspension, and split windshields of the early models was phased out and the foundations for
the first post war modern Chevrolet passenger car were finalized. The Bel Air series featured a
wide chrome strip of molding from the rear fender bulge to the rear bumper. The inside of this

stripe was painted a coordinating color with the outside body color, and "Bel Air" scripts were
added inside the strip. Lesser models had no model designation anywhere on the car, only
having a Chevy crest on the hood and trunk. Bel Air interiors had an optional massive expanse
of chrome across the lower part of the dashboard most were painted , along with a deluxe Bel
Air steering wheel with full chrome horn ring. Carpeting and full wheel covers rounded out Bel
Air standard equipment. For , the Bel Air stayed essentially the same, except for a revised grille
and taillights, and a revised engine that had insert bearings and higher oil pressure, needed for
the full-flow oil filtration system that was not available prior to Prior to , the and cubic inch six
cylinder engines had babbit bearings and scoops to create oil pressure at the bottom of each
rod and the oil pressure was standard at PSI. During these years, there were three engine
choices, depending on the transmission ordered. Both cubic inch engines were "Blue Flame"
inline six cylinder OHV engines, featuring hydraulic valve lifters in with automatic transmissions
and aluminum pistons. In and , Bel Airs could be ordered in convertible, hardtop coupe, twoand four-door sedans, and, for , the Beauville station wagon which featured woodgrain trim
around the side windows. Many new options, once available only to more expensive luxury
cars, became offered starting in , including power steering and the Guidematic headlight
dimmer in ; and power brakes, power 2-way front seat and power front windows in All models
equipped with the standard transmission used the Powerglide engine. The Bel Air received new,
revamped styling for the model year. It was called the "Hot One" in GM's advertising campaign.
Bel Airs came with features found on cars in the lower models ranges plus interior carpet,
chrome headliner bands on hardtops, chrome spears on front fenders , stainless steel window
moldings, [1] full wheel covers , and a Ferrari -inspired front grille. Models were further
distinguished by the Bel Air name script in gold lettering later in the year. The Bel Air was very
well received. Motor Trend magazine gave the Bel Air top marks for handling. On the other
hand, the horn ring blocked some of the speedometer, regular gasoline made the engine knock
and the first V8 engines off the line burned too much oil. The Bel Air received a face-lift with a
more conventional full-width grille, pleasing those customers who didn't favor the Ferrari
-inspired '55 front end. Two-tone bodyside treatments and front and rear wheel openings
completed the "speedline" restyling. Single housings incorporated the taillight , stoplight, and
backup light, and the left one held the gas filler - an idea popularized on Cadillacs. Among the
seven Bel Air models was a new Sport Sedan, a pillarless four-door hardtop that looked
handsome with all the windows rolled down and allowed easy entry into the back seat.
Production exceeded ,, compared to , two-door hardtops. Only 7, were built. Seatbelts , shoulder
harnesses, and a padded dashboard were available, [10] and full-size cars could even get the
hot Corvette horsepower engine. In sales material there was an optional rain-sensing automatic
top, [13] which was first seen on the LaSabre concept car. However, it is believed that it was
never installed on a car. The Bel Air is considered by many to be "an icon of its age. They are
roomy, with tastefully restrained, period use tail fins and chrome. A second automatic
transmission , Turboglide was optional. While the original two-speed Powerglide continued
unchanged, Turboglide provided a continuously variable gear-ratio which made "shifting"
imperceptible. From to , production of the two-door Nomad station wagon was assigned to the
Bel Air series, although its body and trim were unique to that model. Prior to becoming a regular
production model, the Nomad first appeared as a Corvette-based concept vehicle in Chevrolet
has since unveiled two concept cars bearing the Nomad name, most recently in The â€”
Chevrolets are commonly referred to as Tri Fives. The 55" features a big hood scoop, and a
signature cowboy hat in the rear window. In the movie, it races against a yellow Ford Deuce
Coupe and crashes into a ditch. The Bel Air had a cubic inch chevrolet motor, with aluminum
heads, tunnel ram intake and dual Holley carburetors. A look-alike to the Bel Air in American
Graffiti. The Bel Air gained a halo vehicle in , the Impala , available only as a hardtop coupe and
convertible in its introductory year. Impala styling followed the basic lines of the other
Chevrolet models but received special styling cues including a different roof line, a vent above
the rear window, unique side trim, and triple tail lights housed in slightly broader alcoves. Two
significantly cheaper models, the Biscayne formerly the and the Delray formerly the were also
available during this model year. Chevrolet's design for the year fared better than its other GM
offerings, and lacked the overabundance of chrome found on other sedans at the time.
Complementing Chevrolet's front design was a broad grille and quad headlights; the tail
received a fan-shaped alcove on both side panels, which housed dual tail lights. Despite being a
recession year, consumers made Chevrolet the No. With its wide variety of body styles and
models, Bel Airs could be optioned with almost every conceivable luxury within the Chevrolet
line. The Nomad station wagon name also reappeared in when the vehicle bowed as the
premium four-door Chevrolet station wagon , lacking the unique styling of the Nomads. Most
Chevrolet station wagon models had two tail lights one on each side of the body housed in

abbreviated alcoves, which were made smaller to accommodate the rear gate. A new dash was
used. Similar in layout to the frame adopted for the Cadillac, it featured box-section side rails
and a boxed front cross member that bowed under the engine. These "x-frames" were used on
other to Chevys, as well as Cadillac. The rear was tied together by a channel-section cross
member. The Bel Air received a major redesign for the model year. The most visual new change
was the flat, wing shaped tailfins. This made Chevrolet the longest car in the low-priced range,
whereas two years before it had been the shortest. The "X" frame from was continued, but
enlarged and strengthened to support the new body. The Bel Air, which had been the top line
series since , was now the middle range. Wagons were still classed by themselves, but had
model numbers matching the car series. Parkwood 6-passenger and Kingswood 9-passenger
wagons had Bel Air's model number, and as such were the middle range wagons. Under the
hood, little change took place. A variety of speed options, such as fuel injection, special cams
and lowered compression, gave horsepower ratings up to Bel Air production was , The new
Impala line surpassed Bel Air production by 20, units. A parking brake warning light was
optional. Little change was made for The new models were refinements of the style with a much
more restrained front end, the return of the double cone tail lights of rather than the startling
"cat's eyes" of Under the hood, things remained constant. This involved the use of three
double-barrel carburettors, a special cam and an Body style offerings followed , with hardtops
and sedans available. The convertible was reserved for the Impala series. The Bel Air Sport
Sedan continued to use a rear window overhang and a huge wraparound rear window. Bel Airs
and Biscaynes had two tail lights per side; the Impalas had three tail lights per sideâ€”a
situation that would persist for most years through Many of the same options and accessories
that were available on the Impala were also available on the Bel Air. The Bel Airs had more
interior and exterior brightwork than the Biscayne. For , the Bel Air received a new body. All
engines options of the previous year remained in effect with the standard engines being the The
Bel Air 2-door sedan used squared-off roof styling and large wrap-around rear window as
opposed to the hardtop's swept-back design. The Bel Air 4-door Sport Hardtop still used a
different roof line than did the 4-door sedan. For , all sheet metal except the door panels was
changed. Overall length was stretched slightly to The 4-door Sport Hardtop was no longer
offered in the Bel Air series. Standard engines remained the same as the previous year. All
wagons this year were 4-door models and separate distinctions for wagons were dropped. Now
all models were either Biscayne, Bel Air or Impala series. Full carpeting returned as standard
equipment on all Bel Air models for the first time in several years. Its overall length increased to
Replacing the older cubic-inch six-cylinder engine as standard equipment was a new cubic-inch
six-cylinder of more modern design with a horsepower rating that was based on the cubic-inch
six introduced on the compact Chevy II Nova the previous year. The Bel Air continued to be
Chevrolet's middle range, but it now consisted of only two car models- the 2-door sedan and the
4-door sedan. For , very few changes were made except the expected sheet metal and trim
renovations. Cars were Some of these cars featured a reversed Pontiac instrument panel, but
others had a mirror image of the more attractive current North American panel. Even more
curious was the fact that some of these Bel Airs featured Impala-style triple taillights; the center
lens was amber in keeping with Australian legal standards. For , the full size Chevrolet was
totally restyled, and the cars were stretched to The new stamped grille had a lower extension
below the bumper which was slightly veed. Curved window glass and round taillights mounted
high characterized the new styling. The interiors were also redesigned and a very attractive
dash resulted. The Bel Air utilized a stainless-steel belt and rocker molding, identifying
signature on the rear fenders, a glove compartment light and power tailgate on 9-passenger
wagons to distinguish itself from the lower-priced Biscayne series. For , Chevrolet was in its
second season of a totally new body change, so mild facelifting sufficed including forward
thrusting, blunted front fenders and a revised grille. At the rear, a break with the traditional
round taillamps took place. Bel Air and Biscayne featured dual rectangular lamps with back-up
lamps built in. Overall length was Bel Air was readily distinguishable from Biscayne by its full
length body side molding and rear fender Bel Air signatures. All-vinyl interiors were now
standard on station wagons while cloth and vinyl trims continued on sedans. For , full-sized
Chevrolets featured a new body with bulging rear fenders, one of this year's styling trends, not
necessarily appreciated by everyone. Bel Air 2 and 4-door Sedans continued in addition to 6
and 9-passenger wagons. This year Bel Air featured triple taillights unlike Biscayne's dual units.
For , the Full-sized Chevrolets received some changes but were quite similar to the models,
though they had grown one inch to Chevrolet's new grille design bore a strong resemblance to
Cadillac's, but Bel Air's dual round taillight design was strictly Chevrolet. In an unusual move,
the taillights were mounted in the bumper. In the U. Chevrolets with optional V8s got the engine
size, in cubic inches, displayed as part of the front side maker lights. For the model year, the Bel

Air was redesigned, with a new length, new fender and body lines, and a new front and back
end, but continued using the basic chassis, innerbody structure and even the rooflines of
pillared two- and four-door sedans. This was the final year for the Bel Air 2-door sedan and the
Bel Air-based station wagon was renamed Townsman, as part of a Chevrolet move to revert to
the pre practice of using different nameplates on station wagons than other models. Three- and
four-speed manual transmissions were again offered along with the two-speed Powerglide
automatic with the six-cylinder, and and V-8s; and the three-speed Turbo Hydramatic, offered
only with the big-block V-8s since its introduction, was now available with all engines. For , the
Chevrolet line was very little changed and regulated primarily to a redesigned front end. The Bel
Air series was now a one model 4-door sedan while the station wagon was again sold under the
Townsman nameplate. By the late s with the introduction of the Caprice , the Bel Air and its
Biscayne stablemate were primarily marketed to automotive fleet customers. However, the Bel
Air remained available to retail customers who sought a basic full-sized car that was better
trimmed than the low-line Biscayne. When the Biscayne was discontinued after , the Bel Air was
demoted to the low-level model. Bel Airs again used two-segmented taillights as opposed to the
triple-segmented lights of higher-level Impala and Caprice models, except in when all models
shared the same triple-segmented lights mounted in the bumper. A cubic-inch six-cylinder
engine and three-speed manual transmission with column shift remained standard equipment
through the model year on sedans with the V8 and automatic standard on wagonsâ€”the Turbo
Hydramatic automatic had been the sole transmission choice on Vpowered Bel Airs since the
spring of though the old two-speed Powerglide was still offered with the six-cylinder engine
through the model year. Only about 1, cars were built with the inline six in The engine and
manual transmission were shelved by the end of the model yearâ€”marking the last full-size
body-on-frame American car to offer a manual gearbox. The V8 was optional on sedans and the
was available on both models. With the discontinuation of the Bel Air two-door sedan after the
model year, all U. This body even had a roofline similar to the original ' Caprice coupe style for
â€” Most other changes to the Bel Air during its final years were identical to the more expensive
Caprice and Impala lines, some of which were mandated by government safety regulations in
the U. The models had a new roofline and along with the Impala grille that was a direct copy of
the Caprice front end. Customers could buy their Bel Air with two new options: an Econominder
gauge package which included a gauge that monitored fuel economy, due in part to growing
demands for fuel economy as well as a temperature gauge and intermittent wipers. The last Bel
Airs for the U. For , a lower-trimmed Impala "S" four-door sedan was a one-year offering which
had less standard equipment than regular Impalas and functioned as a replacement for the Bel
Air. While body panels resembled contemporary U. Pontiacs, the Canadian Pontiac Laurentian
had the chassis, power train, wheelbase, even the interior except for the instrument panel , of
the Chevrolet Bel Air. These models were exported in SKD kit form in factory right hand drive to
right hand drive markets, such as Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, and locally
assembled under the Pontiac marque. While the last Bel Air 2-door sedan was available in the
United States in , Chevrolet introduced a Canadian market-only two door hardtop, the Bel Air
Sport Coupe, from to Each year through , this model's body followed the design of the
contemporary Impala Sport Coupe. The 4-door sedan and station wagon continued in
production, identical to the U. For , the Canadian Bel Air Coupe featured the same body as the
Impala Custom Coupe, with the large fixed rear quarter window and frameless front door glass.
Unlike the United States, all Canadian full size Chevys including the Bel Air came with steel
belted radial tires and an electric rear window defroster as standard equipment. Although the
last Bel Air was produced in in the U. The U. In Canada, Chevrolet retained the Bel Air as its
lowest-priced full-size car through the model year. Body styles offered during this period were a
four-door sedan, two-door coupe and station wagon. Standard equipment on Bel Airs during
this period included small hubcaps, cloth-and-vinyl upholstery in sedans or all-vinyl in wagons,
cigarette lighter, ashtray, automatic dome light for front doors, full carpeting, Astro Ventilation,
Delco Freedom battery, variable-ratio power steering, power front disc brakes and Turbo
Hydramatic automatic transmission. Unlike most previous model years and body styles where
only two taillights were used per side, the Bel Air shared the Impala's rear end triple-taillight
setup. The Bel Air along with other full-size Chevrolets, was revised with all-new exterior sheet
metal, which helped improve aerodynamics and thus fuel economy; the car was also fitted with
a new grille, identical to that of the higher-priced Impala; the rear-end triple-taillight setup also
continued to be shared with the Impala. Also that year, the engine lineup was revised with the
inline six replaced by a new 3. The V8 was now restricted to police-option vehicles. Another new
option for was the Oldsmobile-built Diesel. With a dramatic downturn in full-size car sales, the
Bel Air was dropped after the model year, as were a number of other low-trim full size cars in
the Canadian market including the Pontiac Laurentian , Mercury Marquis Meteor, and the Ford

LTD Custom It features a few styling and design cues from the best remembered tri-five â€”57
models, such as the chrome windshield frame, traffic light viewfinder, and a gas filler cap
behind the tail light, similar to â€” Chevy's gas cap behind the chrome trim on the back of the
tail fin, but more reminiscent of the â€” Cadillac gas cap tail light. Suspension is short long arm
up front and Hotchkiss drive in the rear. The elegant, yet simple interior features a twin-element
instrument panel, column-mounted gearshift and bench seats covered in soft high-tech fabrics
colored red to match the exterior that are cleverly designed to slide forward for easier backseat
entry. It also served as a showcase for their new turbocharged inline five-cylinder concept
engine based on the L52 Vortec , straight-5 truck engine. According to a September GM press
release, the all-aluminum 3. A virtual "turbo boost" button on the steering wheel activates the
powertrain control module to trigger a more aggressive spark and fueling calibration for
maximum horsepower. General Motors has shown no interest in producing the car. A car with
this configuration is a valuable collector vehicle that commands a big premium over other
models including the Super Sport. During the s, Bel Air sedans were available in export markets
such as Australia, where they featured right-hand drive. Due to Australian regulations requiring
amber rear turn signal lamps, these Bel Air sedans featured Impala-style triple taillights during
the s. The center lamp was the amber turn signal lamp and the innermost lights were backup
lamps. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. American full-size automobile. This article
contains content that is written like an advertisement. Please help improve it by removing
promotional content and inappropriate external links , and by adding encyclopedic content
written from a neutral point of view. August Learn how and when to remove this template
message. Motor vehicle. Retrieved Popular Mechanics. Hearst Magazines. July Retrieved 5
March Archived from the original on Standard Catalog of American Cars â€” Publications
International. March Retrieved June 19, June 15, The ClassicCars. Retrieved 8 November The
car design yearbook 1. Merrell Publishers Limited. Chevrolet vehicles. Established in , a division
of General Motors since Express N N Orlando Spin. Category Commons. Hidden categories:
Articles with short description Short description is different from Wikidata Articles with a
promotional tone from August All articles with a promotional tone Pages using infobox
automobile with unknown parameters CS1 maint: multiple names: authors list Commons
category link from Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn
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Wikimedia Commons. Chevrolet General Motors. Full-size Muscle car. Louis, Missouri , St.
Chevrolet Biscayne Chevrolet Impala. A Bel Air coupe in Canada. Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Chevrolet Bel Air. Chevette South America. Chevy Malibu. Chevy II. Biscayne
Canada. Kingswood Estate. El Morocco. Personal luxury. Chevelle Laguna. The Chevrolet
small-block engine is a series of V8 automobile engines used in normal production by the
Chevrolet division of General Motors between and , using the same basic engine block.
Engineer Ed Cole is credited with leading the design for this engine. The Generation II engine is
largely an improved version of the Generation I, having many interchangeable parts and
dimensions. Later generation engines have only the rod bearings, transmission-to-block bolt
pattern and bore spacing in common with the Generation I and II engines. Introduced as a
performance engine in , the went on to be employed in both high- and low-output variants
across the entire Chevrolet product line. Over the years, every American General Motors
division except Saturn and Geo used it and its descendants in their vehicles. In all, over ,,
small-blocks have been built in carbureted and fuel injected forms since as of November 29, The
small-block family line was honored as one of the 10 Best Engines of the 20th Century by
automotive magazine Ward's AutoWorld. In February a Wisconsin businessman reported that
his Chevrolet C pickup had logged over 1 million miles without any major repairs to its small
block V8 engine. Source: The Flint Journal , February 17, It quickly gained popularity among
stock car racers, nicknamed the " Mighty Mouse ", for the then-popular cartoon character, later
abbreviated to "Mouse". The was adopted by other Chevrolets, replacing the V8s. Installed in
everything from station wagons to sports cars, in commercial vehicles, and even in boats and in
highly modified form airplanes, it is the most widely used small-block of all time. Though not
offered in GM vehicles since , the series is still in production at a GM subsidiary in Springfield,
MO under the company's "GM Genuine Parts" brand, and is also manufactured as an industrial
and marine engine by GM Powertrain under the " Vortec " name. Of the three engines in this
family, two of them, the and the , made automotive history. The first of this family was the ,
introduced in Cole's design borrowed the valve train design scheduled to be used at the time in
the Pontiac V8. Internal GM rules at the time stated that once an automotive division had
introduced a technological innovation, no other GM division could use it for a period of two
years. The stud-mounted independent ball rocker arm design patented by Pontiac engineer
Clayton Leach, was scheduled for introduction in the Pontiac V8. GM forced the Pontiac division

to share its valvetrain design in Chevrolet's new V8 in , so that both engines were introduced
the same year with the same valve train design. The reason this happened is that Buick division
lobbied the corporation to hold back Pontiac's release because it affected Buick's release of the
new OHV Buick V8 engine. A shortcoming of the was its lack of any provision for oil filtration
built into the block, instead relying on an add-on filter mounted on the thermostat housing, and
that was an "option only". In spite of its novel green sand foundry construction, the '55 block's
lack of adequate oil filtration leaves it typically only desirable to period collectors. The first
motors used the stock blocks. However, the overbore to these blocks resulted in thin cylinder
walls. Future blocks were recast to accept the 3. This was the third U. Besides being available in
the Chevrolet line, it was optional in Checker Taxis beginning in All s had large 2. Pistons used
with the share the same pin height as the but retaining the s bore size prior to it was possible to
stroke a into a where aftermarket pistons had to be used. All engines in this family share the
same block dimensions and sometimes even the same casting number; the latter meaning
engines were of the same block, but with different strokes e. This engine family was updated in
for the use of 2. The first engine in this family was the small journal in and the last being s
medium journal in pickup trucks and commercial vehicles. The used the same nodular cast-iron
crankshaft as the , with a forged steel crank that was also produced. DZ Its solid-lifter cam,
known as the " Duntov" cam named after its 0. It used the '' 2. Unlike the Corvette, the exhaust
manifolds were the more restrictive rear outlet 'log' design to clear the Camaro chassis's front
cross-member. It had a chrome oil filler tube in the front of the intake manifold next to the
thermostat housing from to The first year had unique chrome valve covers with Chevrolet
stamped into them without an engine displacement decal pad. A 'divorced' exhaust crossover
port heated well-choke thermostat coil was used to provide cleaner and faster engine warm-up.
Its single-point distributor had an ignition point cam designed to reduce point bounce at high
rpm along with a vacuum diaphragm to advance ignition timing at idle and part- throttle for
economy and emissions. Pulleys for the balancer, alternator , water- pump , as well as optional
power steering , were deep- groove to retain the drive belt s at high rpm. In , the shared the
finned cast aluminium valve covers with the LT-1 Corvette engine. It was available only as
off-road service parts purchased over the Chevrolet dealership parts counter. Chevrolet went so
far as to carry the positive crankcase ventilation system PCV over to the cross-ram induction
system to retain emissions compliance mandated for US-produced cars beginning in , that also
provided full-throttle crankcase pressure venting to the intake air to burn its vapors. Another
popular service-parts-only component used on the was the magnetic-pulse Delco transistor ignition ball bearing distributor. It eliminated the production breaker-point ignition allowing
greater spark energy and more stable ignition timing at all engine speeds including idle. This
was one of the least talked about yet most transformative and comprehensive performance and
durability upgrades of its time. Many of the s off-road service parts were the development work
of racers like Roger Penske. Every part in a SCCA Trans-Am engine had to be available through
local Chevrolet parts departments to encourage their use by anyone who wanted them. The
engine was also popular in Formula racing around the world, especially in Australia and New
Zealand where it proved more powerful than the Repco -Holden V8. Reminiscing about the
series, mids Australian F driver Bruce Allison said, "We never used first gear at the start. We
started in second, and even then there was so much torque , you'd get wheelspin through third
and fourth gears. The exact displacement is This block is one of three displacements that
underwent a major change in when the main journal size was increased from 2. In Chevrolet
released the now-legendary L , which was nothing more than an L In , Checker began offering
the as an option. The was fitted in the English Gordon-Keeble. It was also installed in many Isos
, until when General Motors started demanding cash in advance and the Italian manufacturer
switched to the Ford Cleveland V8. The car had modified suspension just before release to also
be used in local Series Production racing Australian Group E. It was a lower compression
version of the engine first used on the HK GTS, and was dressed as a engine sporting all parts.
One year later it was made available in the Chevrolet Nova , and finally in the rest of the
Chevrolet line could be ordered with a As had been the case with earlier versions of the
small-block, the was available in the Beaumont sold by Pontiac Canada, which unlike its US
counterparts, used Chevrolet chassis and drivelines. The L46 became an optional engine for the
Chevrolet Corvette. Compression ratio was The compression ratio of the L48 was lowered to 8.
This is indicated by the fifth digit in the VIN being a K. The L48 engine was exported to
Australia, where it appeared in the Holden Monaro from through , and in the Statesman from
through The L48 V8 was the standard engine in the â€” Chevrolet Corvette. It was basically the
2bbl version of the L48 It was produced until the model year. Throughout its lifespan, it used
mechanical ignition points, electronic, or computer-controlled spark system, and conventional
or feedback carburetors. The LM1 was superseded by the L05 powerplant after Post blocks

possibly had a lower nickel content but thicker cylinder deck, and post heads of the small block
Chevrolet used less iron, and were lighter weight, crack-prone, and were less powerful because
of the lower compression ratios used. It used solid lifters, Redline was 6, rpm but power fell off
significantly past 6, rpm. The â€” L82 was a "performance" version of the that still used the
casting number 76cc chamber "2. Its cast-aluminum LT-1 valvecovers were painted
crinkle-black contrasting with the aluminum manifold and distributor housing. The L81 was the
only 5. A version using a closed-loop carburetor was used with the California emissions
package in its final years. Most of the small block engines in this timeframe were built at either
the Flint engine plant in south Flint, Michigan or at St. Catharines, Ontario. The Flint plant was
producing about 5, engines per day in the mids, and had a slower, separate line for the TPI
engines used in the Camaro and Corvette. Source: Chevrolet Truck Data Book. Years: [14]. The
LT-9 served as GM's truck-based heavy emissions [15] variant of the 5. Since GM did not assign
a model year to production Corvettes, there was no L83 for The L83 added "Cross-Fire" fuel
injection twin throttle-body fuel injection. The new L98 added tuned-port fuel injection "TPI",
which was standard on all â€” Corvettes. Aluminum cylinder heads Corvette only were released
part way through the model run, modified for with D-ports, and continued through the end of
L98 Corvette production in still used on ZZx crate engines until when the ZZ6 received the fast
burn heads. Compression was up again in to 9. The L05 was also used in the G van models and
the P30 step vans. Additionally, the L05 was used in 9C1-optioned police package Caprices, and
in the following vehicles:. L05s were used primarily with casting number 64cc combustion
chambers cylinder heads with swirled intake ports - the intake ports were designed for fuel
economy the design was also shared with the heads used on the 4. The swirl ports known to
GM as a vortex chamber along with the irregular shape of the combustion chambers limit the
airflow and horsepower output where they did not provide a fast burn, later phased in with the
Vortec heads. A majority of the L05s used with the trucks and vans had conventional flat tappet
camshafts, while the Caprice 9C1 â€”93 had a roller cam. A single belt serpentine belt
accessory drive was introduced on the L05, the 5. In mid the L05 was equipped with heads used
in the G In February , a Wisconsin businessman reported that his Chevrolet C pickup had
logged over 1 million miles without any major repairs to its L05 engine. Source: The Flint
Journal , February 17, The article also mentioned that the Flint engine plant that built the engine,
had produced 45 million engines in its year history, before closing in It is Chevrolet's last
production Generation I small-block. The cylinder heads feature combustion chambers and
intake ports very similar to those of the LT1 V8, but lacking the LT1's reverse-flow cooling and
higher compression. As such, the L31 head is compatible with all older small-blocks, and is a
very popular upgrade. It offers the airflow of more expensive heads, at a much lower cost. It
does, however, require a specific intake manifold A 5. Chevrolet's L31 was replaced by GM's 5.
It is still [ when? Volvo Penta and Mercury Marine also still produce the L The "Marine" intake,
despite its cast iron construction, is an L31 upgrade that allows use of common Bosch-style
injectors with various flow rates while still maintaining emission compliance. It has a 4. The
differed from other small blocks in that the cylinders were siamesed and therefore required
'steam' holes in the block, head gaskets , and heads to help alleviate 'hot-spots' in the cooling
system at the point above the siamesed cylinders. Overheating and damage are likely if head
gaskets or heads without 'steam' holes are used on a block. The is the only engine that uses a
2. The connecting rod was also specific being 5. The was made in 4-bolt main journal from to
and in 2-bolt main journal from to The can have either 2 or 3 freeze-plugs per side though all
blocks have the provisions for a 3rd freeze-plug on each side. The engine was available in
midsize A-Body and full-size B-Body passenger cars until the end of the model year. All s came
with a two-barrel carburetor until A four-barrel carburetor option became available in It was also
used for the limited production Avanti for a few years in the s. The was replaced by the for the
model year. This was Chevrolet's second 4. Designed and built during the era of the gas
embargo, CAFE mandates, and tighter emissions, this engine family was designed to become
Chevrolet's cost-effective, all-purpose "economy V8" engine line. It was intended to fill the gap
where the venerable and had been. Bore and stroke were 3. This new engine family would
provide better gas economy than the , share its basic architecture and many parts with the thus
reducing production costs , and provide customers with more horsepower and torque than
Chevrolet's s-era inline 6 and V6 engines. During the early s, when GM was streamlining their
engine lineups, the Chevrolet would rise to prominence as General Motors' "corporate" engine,
signified by being the standard and often only V8 in many GM vehicles. Through much of the
80's, the became General Motors' most common V8, followed closely by Oldsmobile's
Crankshafts used with the had the same casting number as the with one discernible difference the crank is lighter in weight to compensate for engine balancing. As a result, the
counterweights are smaller, which makes it unsuitable for use in a where metal would have to

be welded back on. The Chevrolet is a reliable, fuel efficient V8, easily capable of , miles, if
maintained. From onward into the early s, these engines were prone to wearing out their
camshaft lobes prematurely due to a combination of improper manufacturing and poor quality
controls a result of GM cost-cutting measures. The is sometimes dismissed in performance
circles because of its lackluster performance, small bore size, and difficulty flowing large
volumes of air at high rpms. However, two variants of the to were notable performers: the to L69
High Output 5. After , its usage was limited to light trucks and SUVs until the model year while
vans and commercial vehicles continued until The was sold as a crate motor under the Mr.
Goodwrench brand as a replacement motor and as a boat engine for Mercury Marine until late
when it was discontinued. The first iteration of the , the LG3 was introduced in This variant used
a Rochester 2GC carburetor from to All years had an 8. It was discontinued in Introduced in , the
LG4 was essentially an LG3 with the addition of a 4-bbl carburetor and larger valves. The engine
saw a series of gradual improvements, increasing reliability, mpg, and power output through its
production run. In the ignition system, CCC was fully responsible for the timing curve;
mechanical and vacuum advances were eliminated from the distributor. The more precise spark
timing provided by the CCC made possible a series of increases in compression ratio from a
pre-CCC 8. In , Chevrolet replaced the cast-iron intake with an aluminum version and used
either "" or "" heads with 1. For , the 4-valve-relief, flat top pistons from the L69 were added to
the LG4, which resulted in another increase in compression. Also added was a knock sensor to
allow the "CCC" engine management system to compensate for the increase in compression
and a more aggressive spark-timing map in the ECM. For , Chevrolet changed over to a
one-piece rear main seal engine block design to minimize leaks and warranty claims; however,
some early blocks retained a two-piece rear main seal. For , Chevrolet once again made some
revisions to increase overall reliability, many of them borrowed from the TBI L03 , which was to
replace the LG4. The coil-in-cap HEI distributor was retired, and an all-new electronic distributor
design was used. The intake manifold to head bolt pattern was redesigned to improve gasket
integrity - four of the center intake manifold bolts were drilled at 72 degrees instead of 90
degrees for the cast iron cylinder heads. Changes to the valve covers were also made. Ribbing
was added to the top of the valve covers to increase surface area, acting as a heat sink. To
improve intake gasket sealing, the mounting bolts were relocated to the valve cover centerline,
placing all sealing pressure evenly upon the mounting flange perimeter. Thus, these became
known as centerbolt valve covers, first introduced in on the LB4 4. Some early engines have
lifter retainer provisions, but use the older, non-roller camshaft. Unlike, the original '69 version,
Chevrolet did not place it in the trunk for owners to install. Fuel was supplied by the two TBI
units, set diagonally apart from each other, atop the unique, aluminum intake manifold.
Unfortunately, the system was placed atop the basic LG4 and lacked any significant
performance capability. A cubic inch version was also used in the Corvette from to Since it was
fairly early into GM's electronic engine management development and electronic fuel injection
programs, few dealerships had the technology, equipment, or properly trained mechanics
capable of dealing with these engines. In a very short time, these engines obtained the
notorious nickname; "Ceasefire Engine". Thanks mostly to a somewhat cult-like following, a
number of aftermarket performance parts are also available through Crossfire-specialized
manufacturers. The L69 High Output 5. The L69 features a compression ratio of 9. Additionally,
the engines came equipped with a functional cold air induction hood on the Trans Am, a dual
snorkel air cleaner assembly on the Camaro Z28 and IROC-Z and Trans Am, a large, single
snorkel on the Monte Carlo SS also, rare optional dual snorkel in , an aluminum intake manifold,
high stall torque converter on the Monte Carlo SS and F-bodies, or a lightweight flywheel on T-5
equipped F-bodies. The LE9 5. At its core was the stout L69 shortblock and it used the same
aggressive L69 camshaft profile. The induction system was unlike any system used previously
by GM. It featured a large plenum made of cast aluminum, with individual runners made of
tubular aluminum, feeding air to each cylinder. And each cylinder had its own fuel injector fed
by a fuel rail mounted above each bank. This engine used the TBI throttle-body fuel injection.
The LB4 4. The L03 used hydraulic roller lifters, which allowed it to recover some of the lost
horsepower from its factory design, while further increasing efficiency reduced rotational drag.
Despite downfalls in its aspiration restrictions, the L03 had one thing going for it: reliability
F-bodies that carry the L03 did not use a rev limiter. They used dished pistons with a 9. The L03
TBI featured a 3. Performance junkies would bore these engines to 3. However it is advised not
to overbore these blocks more than 30 thousandths, as the cylinder wall thickness is
dangerously decreased beyond that point. The Vortec L30 is a V8 truck engine. Displacement is
5, cc, The compression ratio is 9. It was replaced by the 4. The engine uses a hydraulic roller
cam and high flowing, fast burn style vortec heads. Differences include bore and stroke, intake
valve size, and smaller combustion chambers. L30 applications:. The 4. After , electronic

feedback carburetion was used on the The also saw use in to Checker Marathons. While similar
in displacement to the other 4. Power output would drop in subsequent years of the engine. The
original design of the small block remained remarkably unchanged for its production run, which
began in and ended, in passenger vehicles, in The engine is still being built today for many
aftermarket applications, both to replace worn-out older engines and also by many builders as
high-performance applications. The principal changes to it over the years include:. A significant
improvement over the original Generation I V8 is the Generation II LT1's "reverse cooling"
system, allowing coolant to start at the heads and flow down through the block. This keeps the
heads cooler, affording greater power through a higher compression ratio and greater spark
advance at the same time it maintains higher and more consistent cylinder temperatures. Some
parts from the Generation II are interchangeable with the Generation I one-piece rear main seal
engine. The LT1 uses a new engine block, cylinder head, timing cover, water pump, intake
manifold and accessory brackets. Engine mounts and bell housing bolt pattern remain the
same, permitting a newer engine to be readily swapped into an older vehicle. It displaced 5. The
LT1 used a reverse-flow cooling system which cooled the cylinder heads first, maintaining
lower combustion chamber temperatures and allowing the engine to run at a higher
compression than its immediate predecessors. There were a few different versions of the LT1.
All feature a cast iron block, with aluminum heads in the Y and F bodies, and cast iron heads in
the B and D bodies. Corvette blocks had four-bolt main caps, while most other blocks were
two-bolt main caps. Block castings remained the same between 2 and 4 bolt mains. In 94 the
LT1 switched to a mass airflow sensor and sequential port injection. A new, more capable
computer controlled the transmission as well as the engine and got a new name: Powertrain
Control Module PCM. The early Optispark distributor had durability problems, and a revised
version was introduced on the B-Bodies and on the Y and F-Bodies. Changes include a vacuum
port to draw filtered air through the distributor to remove moisture and ozone and a revised
drive system which uses an extended dowel pin on the camshaft rather than a separate splined
shaft in the camshaft gear. A port can be drilled into the early distributor base, and the later cap
can be installed to add venting to the early distributor. The LT4 was the special
high-performance version of the new-generation LT1. It featured a slightly more aggressive
camshaft profile, 1. It was introduced in the model year, for the last year of the C4 Corvette, and
came standard on all manual transmission ZF 6-speed equipped C4 Corvettes. All production
engines for the Firehawks and sSS were completely disassembled, balanced, blueprinted and
honed with stress plates. One in 5 engines was tested on a Superflow engine dyno. Engineered
in the UK but produced and assembled in Stillwater Oklahoma by specialty engine builder
Mercury Marine , the all-aluminum LT5 shared only the 4. It does not have reverse cooling and is
generally not considered a small block Chevrolet. Used only in Corvettes, [26] the LT5 was the
work of a team headed by Design manager David Whitehead, and was hand built by one headed
project engineer Terry D. A second generation of the LT5 was in the testing phase as early as
What little information survived showed that it would have used a dual plenum system similar to
the first generation Dodge Viper as well as variable valve timing. Unfortunately, the cost to
produce the LT5 along with its weight, dimensions would not fit the C5 pilot cars without
extensive modifications and internal GM politics over using an engine that was not designed
and built in house killed the LT5 after six years of production. GM canceled the ZR-1 option
beginning model year Engines that were to be installed in the as yet unbuilt ZR-1's were sealed
and crated for long-term storage. After they were built at the Mercruiser plant in Stillwater,
Oklahoma they were shipped to Bowling Green, Kentucky and stored in the Corvette assembly
plant until the and ZR-1s went down the assembly line. A total of 6, cars were produced. Despite
being discontinued, a new class of premium V8s for Cadillac and eventually Oldsmobile, the
dual overhead cam V8 Northstar and its derivatives, drew heavily from the LT5's design and
lessons learned from its production. The pistons used in the 4. The L99 featured updated
Generation II block architecture, and is externally identical to the larger 5. Like the LT1, it
features sequential fuel injection , reverse-flow cooling with a cam-driven water pump, and an
optical ignition pickup. The L99 4. The L99's smaller displacement provided slightly better EPA
fuel economy than the 5. See Oldsmobile Diesel engine for more information. From Wikipedia,
the free encyclopedia. Car engine. Motor vehicle engine. Vehicles using the Vehicles using the L
L31 applications:. The was used in the following cars:. This section does not cite any sources.
Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material
may be challenged and removed. May Learn how and when to remove this template message.
November Learn how and when to remove this template message. This section needs
expansion with: listings for the cu. You can help by adding to it. December This section needs
additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. September Learn how and when to remove this template message. Multi-port
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Retrieved January 25, Retrieved December 27, February 8, February 28, Archived from the
original on July 4, Retrieved June 4, May 20, Retrieved September 11, Archived from the original
on June 10, Categories : Chevrolet engines V8 engines Gasoline engines by model. Hidden
categories: Webarchive template wayback links Articles with short description Short
description is different from Wikidata Use mdy dates from November All articles with unsourced
statements Articles with unsourced statements from October Articles with unsourced
statements from October Articles with unsourced statements from April Articles with unsourced
statements from November All articles with vague or ambiguous time Vague or ambiguous time
from April Articles needing additional references from May All articles needing additional
references Articles needing additional references from November Articles to be expanded from
December All articles to be expanded Articles using small message boxes Articles needing
additional references from September Articles with unsourced statements from September
Commons category link is on Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history.
Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable
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Commons has media related to Chevrolet small-block engines. The Chevrolet Corvette ,
colloquially known as the ' Vette , [1] is a two-door, two-passenger sports car manufactured and
marketed by Chevrolet across more than 60 years of production and eight design generations.
In , when GM executives were looking to name the new Chevrolet sports car, assistant director
for the Public Relations department Myron Scott suggested Corvette after the small
maneuverable warship â€”and the name was approved. Originally manufactured in Flint,
Michigan and St. The Corvette has since become widely known as "America's Sports Car. The
first generation of Corvette was introduced late in the model year. Keating said it was six
months to a year away from production readiness. First production was on June 30, This
generation was often referred to as the "solid-axle" models the independent rear suspension
was not introduced until the second generation. Despite the poor sales of the Corvette at the
time, the brand new V-8 was an overwhelmingly popular option. Only 6 of the models were
produced with the inline-six. With a large inventory of unsold models, GM limited production to
for A new body was introduced for the model featuring a new "face" and side coves; the
taillamp fins were also gone. The Corvette received a body and interior freshening which
included a longer front end with quad headlamps, bumper exiting exhaust tips, a new steering
wheel, and a dashboard with all gauges mounted directly in front of the driver. In , the rear of
the car was completely redesigned with the addition of a "duck tail" with four round lights. The
light treatment would continue for all following model year Corvettes until The second
generation C2 Corvette, which introduced Sting Ray to the model, continued with fiberglass
body panels, and overall, was smaller than the first generation. The C2 was later referred to as
mid-years. This vehicle had the largest effect on the styling of this generation, although it had
no top and did not give away what the final version of the C2 would look like. Production started
for the model year and ended in The Sting Ray featured hidden headlamps, non-functional hood
vents, and an independent rear suspension. Options included electronic ignition , the
breakerless magnetic pulse-triggered Delcotronic first offered on some Pontiac models. Side
exhaust pipes were also optionally available in , and continued to be offered through Another
rare '63 and '64 option was the Z06 competition package, which offered stiffer suspension,
bigger, multi-segment lined brakes with finned drums, and more. Only a couple hundred coupes
and a single convertible were factory-equipped this way in Other options available on the C2
included the Wonderbar auto-tuning AM radio, AM-FM radio mid , air conditioning late , a
telescopic steering wheel , and headrests The Sting Ray's independent rear suspension was
successfully adapted for the new-for Chevrolet Corvair , which solved the quirky handling
problems of that unique rear-engine compact. The model featured restyled fender vents, less
ornamentation, and back-up lamps which were on the inboard in were now rectangular and
centrally located. The first use of all four taillights in red started in and was continued thru the
C2 line-up except for the The and subsequent models continuing on all Corvettes since. Duntov
came up with a lightweight version of the C2 in Concerned about Ford and what they were doing
with the Shelby Cobra , GM planned to manufacture Grand Sport Corvettes, but only five were
actually built. Foyt , Jim Hall , and Dick Guldstrand among others. Today the five cars are all
held by private owners, and are among the most coveted and valuable Corvettes ever built. The

third generation Corvette, patterned after the Mako Shark II concept car, was introduced for the
model year and was in production until C3 coupes featured the first use of T-top removable roof
panels. This was also the first time that a Corvette was used as a Pace Car for the Indianapolis
Engines and chassis components were mostly carried over from the C2, but the body and
interior were new. There was an extended production run for the model year due to a lengthy
labor strike, which meant sales were down on the models, to 17, The ZR-1 special package was
an option available on the through model years, and included the LT-1 engine combined with
special racing equipment. Only 53 ZR-1's were built. In , to accommodate regular low-lead fuel
with lower anti-knock properties, the engine compression ratios were lowered which resulted in
reduced power ratings. The LS5 cu in 7. Styling changed subtly throughout the generation until
for the car's 25th anniversary. The Sting Ray nameplate was not used on the model, but
Chevrolet still referred to the Corvette as a Sting Ray; however, the through models used the "
Stingray " name as one word, without the space. The optional wire-spoked wheel covers left
were offered for the last time in Only 45 Z07 were built in From onwards both the front and rear
bumpers were polyurethane. For 15 model years the names Corvette, Sting Ray, and Stingray
were synonymous. The black exterior color returned after a six-year absence. The 25th
Anniversary model introduced the fastback glass rear window and featured a new interior and
dashboard. Corvette's 25th anniversary was celebrated with the Indy Pace Car limited edition
and a Silver Anniversary model featuring silver over gray lower body paint. All models featured
the previous year's pace car seats and offered the front and rear spoilers as optional
equipment. Sales have trended downward since then. After several years of weight increases,
Corvettes were lighter as engineers trimmed both body and chassis weight. Louis , to Bowling
Green, Kentucky where all subsequent Corvette generations have since been manufactured ,
and several two-tone paint options were offered. The models were the last available with a
manual transmission until well into the production run. In , a fuel-injected engine returned, and
a final C3 tribute Collectors Edition featured an exclusive, opening rear window hatch. The
fourth-generation Corvette was the first complete redesign of the Corvette since Production was
to begin for the model year but quality issues and part delays resulted in only 43 prototypes for
the model year being produced that were never sold. Later this only surviving prototype was
removed, restored, and is now on public display at the National Corvette Museum in Bowling
Green, Kentucky. It is still owned by GM. Eight other Corvettes were severely damaged. Regular
fourth generation production began on January 3, ; the model year and delivery to customers
began in March The new one-piece Targa top had no center reinforcement. A new electronic
dashboard with digital liquid crystal displays for the speedometer and tachometer was
standard. It was designed to help the Corvette meet U. The transmission proved to be
problematic and was replaced by a modern ZF 6-speed manual transmission in In , the second
Corvette Indy Pace Car was released. It was the first convertible Corvette since While the color
of the pace car used in the race was yellow, all convertibles also had an Indy emblem mounted
on the console, making any color a "pace car edition". In , the B2K twin-turbo option became
available from the factory. The B2K option coexisted from to with the ZR-1 option, which then
replaced it. Each of these featured a special badge with an identification number mounted next
to the gear selector, and were finished with a white exterior, wheels, and interior. The C4 ZR1
ran from thru model years. In , all Corvettes received updates to the body, interior, and wheels.
The convex rear fascia that set the ZR-1 apart from the base model was now included on L98
Corvettes, making the styling of the expensive ZR-1 even closer to that of the base cars. The
most obvious difference remaining between the base and ZR-1 models besides the wider rear
wheels was the location of the CHMSL, which was integrated into the new rear fascia used on
the base model, but remained at the top of the rear-hatch on the ZR-1's. This engine featured
reverse-flow cooling the heads were cooled before the block , which allowed for a higher
compression ratio of A new distributor was also debuted. Called "Optispark", the distributor
was driven directly off the front of the camshaft and mounted in front of the timing cover, just
above the crankshaft and harmonic balancer. The traction control device could be switched off
if desired. A special 40th Anniversary Edition was released in , which featured a commemorative
Ruby Red color, 40th anniversary badges, and embroidered seat backs. Production of the ZR-1
ended in , after 6, cars had been built. The Grand Sport moniker was a nod to the original Grand
Sport model produced in A total of 1, GS Corvettes were produced, as coupes and as
convertibles. The Grand Sport came only in Admiral Blue with a white stripe down the middle,
black wheels, and two red stripes on the front left wheel arch. The C5 Corvette was redesigned
from the ground up after sales from the previous generation began to decline. Innovations
included a 0. It also weighed less than the C4. An all new LS1 aluminum engine Gen III small
block featured individual ignition coils for each cylinder, and aluminum block and pistons. The
new engine, combined with the new body, was able to achieve up to 28 mpg on the highway. For

its first year, the C5 was available only as a coupe, although the new platform was designed
from the ground up to be a convertible, which returned in , followed by the fixed-roof coupe FRC
in One concept for the FRC was for it to be a stripped-down model with a possible V6 engine
nicknamed in-house as the "Billy Bob". Using the much more rigid fixed roof design allowed the
Z06 unprecedented handling thanks to upgraded brakes and less body flex. Although the Z06's
rated power output equal to that of the C4 ZR-1, the improved rigidity, suspension, brakes, and
reduced weight of the C5 produced a car quicker than C4 ZR The C6 wheelbase was increased
while body overhangs were decreased when compared to the C5. Retractable headlights were
replaced with fixed units. The C6 brought a new and improved interior compared to the C5. As a
result of the upgraded interior, the C6 had a slight increase in passenger hip room. The
increased displacement of the 6. The C6 generation did not match the previous generation's
relatively good fuel economy , despite its relatively low 0. This feature helps the C6 avoid the
Gas Guzzler Tax by achieving better fuel economy. The new Z06 arrived as a model in the third
quarter of It has a 7. At Because of the Corvette's former use of cubic-inch big blocks in the
lates and early s, the LS7's size was rounded down to cubic inches. This dropped weight from
to pounds while improving chassis stiffness. For , the Corvette received a mild freshening: a
new LS3 engine with displacement increased to 6. The 6-speed manual transmission also has
improved shift linkage and a 0â€”60 time of 4. The interior was slightly updated and a new 4LT
leather-wrap interior package was added. The wheels were also updated to a new five-spoke
design. The LS9 engine was the most powerful to be put into a GM production sports car. The
historical name Grand Sport returned to the Corvette lineup in as an entirely new model series
that replaced the Z51 option. The new model was basically an LS3 equipped Z06 with a steel
frame instead of aluminum. It retained many of the features of the Z06 including a wide body
with 18x9. The first three gears were also made shorter for better throttle response and faster
acceleration. Beginning with the model year, buyers of the Corvette Z06 and ZR1 were offered
the opportunity to assist in the build of their engine. The last C6 Corvette was manufactured in
February Development for the seventh generation Corvette started in Originally set to be
introduced for the model year, its introduction was delayed for three years. It was finally
released for the model year. To GM's product planners and marketers, the fact that the Corvette
had become known as an "old man's toy" became a prime factor in developing the next
generation. Studies showed that about 46 percent of Corvette buyers in , through October, were
55 or older, compared with 22 percent of Audi R8 and 30 percent of Porsche customers. The
head of Chevy marketing, Chris Perry, acknowledges that too many people saw it as the car of
"the successful plumber. Towards that end, a camouflaged version of the car was made
available in the popular video game Gran Turismo 5 in November The Chevrolet Corvette
includes an LT1 6. It features three advanced technologies to the new LT1 V8 engine: direct
injection, variable valve timing, and an active fuel management system. The Corvette remains
rear-wheel drive with the transaxle located in the rear. The new interior includes wide-bottom
seats as standard, with sportier versions with high side bolsters optional. The Corvette's flag
logo has been revised for the new car and a small casting of a stingray has been added to the
car's ornamentation. Features of the new generation's structure include a carbon fiber hood and
removable roof panel. The fenders, doors and rear quarter panels remain composite. At the rear
of the car, the trademark round taillights have changed to a more squarish form. The underbody
panels are made of "carbon-nano" composite and it makes use of a new aluminum frame which
locates the four wheels an inch farther apart, front to rear and side to side. Despite the
increased use of aluminum and other light weight materials, numerous publications reported
that the weight would remain essentially unchanged from that of the previous generation's. The
ZR1 C6 weight included a supercharger and intercooler on its 6. The new generation Corvette
resurrected the "Stingray" name originally spelled "Sting Ray" on to models and "Stingray"
from to , last used in For the model, Chevrolet began offering a transaxle version of the 8L90
8-speed automatic to replace the previous 6-speed 6L Grand Sport models were available in 10
exterior colors and could have the optional Heritage Package which included hash-mark fender
graphics available in six colors. Final production numbers show Coupes and Convertibles were
built; total. For the model year, the ZR1 variant returned. This model features a new LT5 engine.
The long block of the LT5 is the same as the LT4, but the supercharger displacement was
increased from 1. The C7 ZR1 power output is horsepower. The auction benefited the Stephen
Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation, which helps pay off mortgages for the families of first
responders that were killed in the line of duty and builds "mortgage-free, accessible smart
homes" for injured service members. The Corvette model, both coupe and convertible
configurations of the base-model Stingray made their debut within a 3-month gap. The coupe
made its debut on July 18, , with three launch colors, red with the Z51 Package , white, and blue
while the convertible made its debut on October 2 at the Kennedy Space Center along with the

C8. R race car, which took part at the Daytona 24 Hours. The Corvette C8 is the first production
Corvette to have a rear mid-engine configuration. It is powered by a 6. The Corvette C8
convertible is the first Corvette with a retractable hardtop. The proceeds of the sale went to the
Detroit Children's Fund. The model year received some changes from the launch year of the C8
Corvette. Additionally, full-length racing stripes saw 4 new color options. Certain packages saw
price increases. Unfulfilled order that carried over into will have to pay for the price increases in
the model. The Corvette will start production on December 8 of due to extended production of
the model year. Over the years, the Corvette has won awards from automobile publications as
well as organizations such as the Society of Automotive Engineers. General Motors executives
later gave Shepard a model with a Bill Mitchell interior. Rathmann convinced GM President Ed
Cole to set up a program that supplied each astronaut with a pair of new cars each year. Most
chose a family car for their wives and a Corvette for themselves. The astronauts received
brand-new Corvettes, which they were given the option to purchase at a "used" price after
they'd been driven miles. Alan Bean recalls Corvettes lined up in the parking lot outside the
astronaut offices at the Johnson Space Center in Houston, and friendly races between Shepard
and Grissom along the Florida beach roads and on beaches as local police turned a blind eye.
The Mercury and later astronauts were unofficially tied to the Corvette and appeared in official
photographs with their cars and with mock-ups of space vehicles such as the Apollo Lunar
Module or Lunar Roving Vehicle. Corvette concept cars have inspired the designs of several
generations of Corvettes. It was brought to production in six months with only minor changes.
Harley Earl's successor, Bill Mitchell was the man behind most of the Corvette concepts of the s
and s. The second-generation C2 of was his, and its design first appeared on the Stingray Racer
of It raced through wearing only "Sting Ray" badges before retiring to tour the auto-show circuit
in In keeping with the name, the streamlining, pointed snout, and other detailing was partly
inspired by the look of that very fast fish. The Corvette tail was given two additional tail lights
six total for the concept car. The body inspired the production Sting Ray. Chevrolet actually
created two of them, only one of which was fully functional. The Aerovette has a mid-engine
configuration using a transverse mounting of its V-8 engine. Zora Arkus-Duntov 's engineers
originally built two XPs during In , DeLorean authorized further work on the XP A near-identical
body in aluminum alloy was constructed and became the XP "Reynolds Aluminum Car. It was
first shown in late GM chairman Thomas Murphy approved the Aerovette for production, but
Mitchell's retirement that year, combined with then Corvette chief engineer Dave McLellan 's
lack of enthusiasm for the mid-engine design and slow-selling data on mid-engined cars killed
the last hope for a mid-engine Corvette. The new Stingray concept appears in the movie
Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen , as the vehicle mode of the character Sideswipe. The XP
with a model and designer Bill Mitchell. Production statistics from when the first-generation of
Corvettes were released in until present. According to research by Specialty Equipment Market
Association and Experian Automotive, as of , there were approximately , Corvettes of all model
years registered in the United States. Corvette owners were fairly equally distributed throughout
the country, with the highest density in Michigan 3. In , three C-1 Corvettes were race modified
and entered in the 24 Hours of Le Mans by team owner Briggs Cunningham and which were
numbered 1, 2, and 3 cars in the race. The numbered 3 car was driven by John Fitch and Bob
Grossman and it had finished the race in eighth place overall, but it had won the big-bore GT
class. The car is based on the C5 generation of the Chevrolet Corvette sports car, yet is
designed purely for motorsports use. R to coincide with the new sixth-generation C6 Corvette
being released to the public. Private teams, primarily in Europe, continued to race the C5-R for a
couple of years before switching to the C6. Corvette C6. R went on to win its class at every race
it entered in the ALMS season. R in Europe, the official factory team Corvette Racing switched
from the slowly dying GT1 category to the much more competitive and popular GT2 class in mid
The new GT2 C6. R used a modified version of the ZR1 model body, but does not have the ZR1
supercharged engine. GT2 rules are based more on production vehicles, therefore the GT2 C6.
R naturally aspirated engine was considerably more restricted and less powerful than its
predecessor. Corvette Racing's two GT2 C6. Rs also led most of the 24 Hours of Le Mans , but
both cars were forced to retire. R raced in the 24 Hours of Le Mans with the No. The No. The C6.
Corvette Racing repeated the feat in by winning 5 of 10 races and claiming the Driver's, Team,
and Manufacturer's Championships again. In , Corvette Racing introduced the new C7. R to
coincide with the launch of the seventh-generation C7 Corvette. In , the Corvette Racing C7. R
made its surprise debut during the world premiere of the C8 Convertible. Two cars took part in
the Rolex 24 at Daytona International Speedway. A Corvette has been selected as the pace car
at the Indianapolis , 18 times. The Corvette's pace car years and details include:. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article is about the sports car. For other uses, see
Corvette disambiguation. Motor vehicle. Flint, Michigan St. Main article: Chevrolet Corvette C1.
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First generation C1 begins ; production starts on June 30; polo white with red interior and black
top is only color combination; Options were interior door handles; "clip in" side curtains were a
substitute for roll-up windows. Production moves to St. Louis ; exterior colors-blue, red, and
black are added; top color-beige is added, longer tail pipes. New body with roll-up windows;
V8-only; 3-speed manual transmission becomes standard equipment and Powerglide moved to
option list. Quad-headlights and longer, face-lifted body; new interior and dash, fake louvers on
hood and chrome strips on trunk lid; number of teeth in grille reduced from 13 to 9. First black
interior and dash storage bin; only year with a turquoise top; louvers and chrome strips from
'58 removed. Minor changes to the interior: red and blue bars on the dash logo, vertical
stitching on seats. New black grill with chrome surround, chrome rocker panel moldings.
Second generation C2 begins ; new coupe body style introduced only year for split rear window
; coupe more expensive than convertible. Manufacturer colors change color code names. Third
generation C3 begins ; New body and T-top removable roof panels, new interior, engines carried
over, three-speed Turbo Hydra-matic replaces two-speed Powerglide as automatic transmission
option. Significant power drops due to reduced compression ratios to meet GM corporate edict
requiring all engines to run low-octane unleaded gasoline; power ratings based on both "gross"
and "net" figures with the former based on engine hooked to dynometer while "net" ratings
based on power as installed in the vehicle with accessories and emission controls installed.
Power ratings now advertised in SAE net figures, last year for LT-1 engine, front and rear
chrome bumpers, removable rear window, and windshield wiper door. No gas lid emblem was
used. First year of Catalytic converter and single-exhaust, black painted bumper pads front and
rear, redesigned inner-bumper systems and one-piece rear bumper cover, plastic front grills
all-black , amber parking lamp lenses replaced the clear lenses on â€” new emblems, last year
of C3 convertible. First-year for steel floor-panels, cold-air induction dropped, new aluminum

alloy wheels option, new one-piece rear "Corvette" nameplate replaces letters. Last year of flat
rear glass design, Black exterior available last year , new design ""Corvette flags" front end and
fender emblems. New interior console and gauges, universal GM radios. Sport seats from the
previous year's pace-car ; front and rear spoilers optional, glass t-tops optional; New interior
comfort features; highest Corvette sales year to date. Production is switched from St. New
automatic overdrive transmission. Collectors Edition features exclusive hatch rear window â€”
is one fourth of production. This model year was cancelled, and all Corvettes produced this year
were serialized as models. First convertible since Third brake light , antilock brakes , and
key-code anti-theft system are new. Callaway twin-turbo offered through dealers with GM
warranty. New wheel design; all white 35th Anniversary special edition coupe. Interior
redesigned to incorporate driver's-side air bag. New LT1 engine replaces the L98; Traction
control is standard. New interior including passenger airbag. LT1 engine gains mass air flow
metered SFI. Collectors Edition and Grand Sport special editions. Convertible C5 debuts with
the first trunk in a Corvette convertible since ; Indianapolis Pace Car replica offered; Active
Handling System introduced as optional equipment. Sixth generation C6 begins ; New body is
first with fixed headlamps since ; no Z06 model and a late convertible introduction. Wheel
choices are updated; Larger cross-drilled brake rotors Z07 Performance Package introduced for
Z Upgraded interior and new tires on the base model. Z06 acquires full-length rear spoiler and a
carbon fiber hood as options. ZR1 gets adjusted gears for better fuel economy. Introduction of "
Convertible" model with a limited production run of 2, "" units. Seventh generation C7 begins ;
All new styling, chassis and drivetrain. Eighth generation C8 begins; New chassis and body is
first mid-engine corvette. Wikimedia Commons has media related to Chevrolet Corvette.
Fastback coupe. Fuel Injection. Big Block. Monte Carlo. Sports car. Sold as a Police Pursuit
Vehicle. The Impala was Chevrolet's popular flagship passenger car and was among the better
selling American-made automobiles in the United States. For its debut in , the Impala was
distinguished from other models by its symmetrical triple taillights. The Chevrolet Caprice was
introduced as a top-line Impala Sport Sedan for model year , later becoming a separate series
positioned above the Impala in , which, in turn, remained above the Chevrolet Bel Air and the
Chevrolet Biscayne. The Impala continued as Chevrolet's most popular full-size model through
the mids. Between and , the Impala was revised as a 5. In , the Impala was re-introduced again
as a mainstream front-wheel drive car. During that time both versions were sold in the United
States and Canada. The Impala name was first used for the full-sized General Motors Motorama
show car that bore Corvette -like design cues, especially the grille. It was named Impala after
the graceful African antelope, and this animal became the car's logo. Painted emerald green
metallic, with a white interior, the Impala concept car featured hardtop styling. Clare MacKichan
's design team, along with designers from Pontiac , started to establish basic packaging and
dimensions for their shared General Motors "A" body in June. The first styling sketch that
would directly influence the finished Chevrolet automobile was seen by General Motors Styling
vice president Harley Earl in October. Seven months later, the basic design was developed. For ,
GM was promoting their fiftieth year of production, and introduced anniversary models for each
brand; Cadillac, Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac, and Chevrolet. The Impala was introduced for the
model year as top of the line Bel Air hardtops and convertibles. From the windshield pillar
rearward, the Bel Air Impala differed structurally from the lower-priced Chevrolet models.
Hardtops had a slightly shorter greenhouse and longer rear deck. The wheelbase of the Impala
was longer than the lower priced models, although the overall length was identical. Interiors
held a two-spoke steering wheel and color-keyed door panels with brushed aluminum trim. No
other series included a convertible. The Chevrolet models were longer, lower, and wider than its
predecessors. The tailfins of the were replaced by deeply sculptured rear fenders. Impalas had
three taillights each side, while lesser models had two and wagons just one. The Impalas
included crossed-flag insignias above the side moldings, as well as bright rocker moldings and
dummy rear-fender scoops. The standard perimeter-type frame was abandoned, replaced by a
unit with rails laid out in the form of an elongated "X. A coil spring suspension replaced the
previous year's rear leaf springs, and an air ride system was optional. The Chevrolet Bel Air
Impala helped Chevrolet regain the number one production spot in this recession year. The
Chevrolet Impala was redesigned. Using a new X-frame chassis, the roof line was three inches
lower, bodies were two inches wider, and curb weight increased. Its tailfins protruded outward,
rather than upward. The taillights were a large "teardrop" design at each side, and two slim-wide
nonfunctional front air intake scoops were added just above the grille,. The Impala became a
separate series, adding a four-door hardtop and four-door sedan, to the two-door Sport Coupe
and convertible. Sport Coupes featured a shortened roof line and wrap-over back window.
Standard were front and rear armrests, an electric clock, dual sliding sun visors, and
crank-operated front vent windows. A contoured hooded instrument panel held deep-set

gauges. A six-way power seat was a new option, as was "Speedminder", for the driver to set a
needle at a specific speed and a buzzer would sound if the pre-set was exceeded. The Impala
models reinstated three round taillights on each side, and a white band running along the rear
fenders. Fuel injection was no longer an option on full-size Chevrolets. The right-hand drive
dashboard was a mirror image of the Chevrolet panel and shared with equivalent right-hand
drive Pontiac models. Australian models were assembled by hand on the GMH Holden assembly
lines. The Australian Impala was the first American post-war import to come standard with a V8
engine. The Impala was restyled on the GM B platform for the first time for The new body styling
was more trim and boxy than the â€” models. Sport Coupe models featured a "bubbleback" roof
line style for , and a unique model, the 2-door pillared sedan, was available for only. It was rarely
ordered. A "Super Sport" SS option debuted for This was also the last year the top station
wagon model would have the Nomad name. The model featured new "C" pillar styling for all
models except the 4-door hardtop. Sport Coupe models now featured the "convertible roof"
styling, shared with other GM "B" full-size hardtop coupes, although the less expensive Bel Air
hardtop was still available with the style roofline. This style proved popular. The "overhang"
roof style of the sedans was replaced with a wider "C" pillar with wraparound rear window.
Engine choices for included the cubic-inch 5. The small-block was offered with a two barrel
carburetor. The was also enlarged to cubic-inch 5. The Beach Boys produced a hit single, " " ,
referring to the Chevrolet, which became an iconic song for these cars. Impalas again featured
premium interior appointments, plusher seats could be done by the dealerships on customer
request. And more chrome trim outside, including a full-width aluminum-and-chrome panel to
house the triple-unit taillight assembly. Super Sport SS models featured that panel in a special
engine-turned aluminum, which was also used to fill the side moldings, making the SS more
distinctive in appearance. The Impala also gained the top trim station wagon body design, in
place of the Chevrolet Nomad model. However, unlike the passenger cars, Impala wagons had
dual-unit taillights. Due to reliability problems, the optional Turboglide automatic transmission
was discontinued, leaving Powerglide the only automatic transmission available until A new
radio was optional. The Impala featured rectilinear styling with an engine-turned aluminum rear
taillight panel surrounded by a chrome border on SS models. The Sport Sedan featured a new,
creased roof line. A new "coved" instrument panel included simple indicator lights for hot and
cold engine conditions. An optional factory tachometer was built into the dashboard, just above
the steering wheel. Impala wagons got triple-unit taillights for the first time. This was a special
package created for drag racers and NASCAR and included a with aluminum body parts and a
cowl-induction air intake system. Unlike the later second-generation , it was based on the
W-series engine, but with a longer 3. A high-rise, two-piece aluminum intake manifold and dual
Carter AFB carburetors fed a For , the Impala was restyled to a more rounded, softer look. The
signature taillight assembly had an "upside-down U" shaped aluminum trim strip above the
taillights, but the individual lights were surrounded by a body-colored panel. Rooflines were
carried over from unchanged. Back-up lights were standard. All full size Chevrolet station
wagons got small rectangular taillight lenses mounted vertically, one for each side of the car.
Redesigned in , the Impala set an all-time industry annual sales record of more than 1 million
units in the United States. All new full-size Chevrolets eschewed the "X" frame for a full-width
perimeter frame, a new body that featured curved, frameless side glass for pillarless models ,
sharper angled windshield with newly reshaped vent windows, and redesigned full-coil
suspension. Caprices received tufted upholstery, wood grained accents on the dashboard and
specialty pulls on the insides of the doors. This "halo" model also featured the "spinner" wheel
covers from the Impala SS, with the "SS" logo centers replaced by a Chevrolet "bowtie"
emblem. The Super Sport's blackout rear trim strip below the triple taillights was also used, with
the "Impala SS" emblem replaced by a large "Caprice by Chevrolet" badge. The Impala block
lettering on each front fender was replaced with "Caprice" script. The Caprice package was
reintroduced as the Chevrolet Caprice Custom in , taking the top position in the full-size
Chevrolet lineup. Engine choices included the inline six-cylinder as well as the small-block and
big-block V8s. Two-speed Powerglide, as well as 3- and 4-speed manual transmissions were
available. As with previous years, Impalas featured more chrome trim inside and out, with
pleated tufted upholstery and door panels. The Impala would be the 2-selling convertible in the
US in , with 38, sold; it was beaten by the Mustang by almost The L72 was only available with a
manual transmission. The model was redesigned with enhanced Coke bottle styling that
featured Corvette-inspired front and rear fender bulges. The curves were the most pronounced
with the â€” models. In keeping with federal regulations, safety features were built into Impalas
during the and model years, including a fully collapsible energy-absorbing steering column,
side marker lights, and shoulder belts for closed models. The model was facelifted with a new
front end. The new rear bumper housed triple "horseshoe" shaped taillights. This two-door

hardtop featured the same formal roofline as the Caprice Coupe. It was successful and would be
continued through It would continue to be available for both and , replaced by the Turbo-Jet for
The Impala and other full-sized Chevrolets got new slab-sided bodies with a small "upsweep" at
the rear quarter window, giving them a more formal appearance. It retained the inch wheelbase
from previous models. New front bumpers that wrapped around the grille and horizontal
taillights were in the rear bumper. The hardtop Sport Coupe got a new notchback roofline,
replacing the "fastback" C-pillar from to Ventless front windows were used on all models.
Chevrolet had a rudimentary "power vent" system featuring vents in the instrument panel. The
ignition switch was moved from the instrument panel to the steering column, and when the key
was removed, the steering wheel and shift lever were locked. The model year Impala production
topped Caprice production by , units. Impala station wagons were renamed Kingswood, a name
which would continue through The similar Impala got a minor facelift featuring a more
conventional under the grille bumper replacing the wrap-around unit used in along with new
triple vertical taillights in the rear bumper. Radios centrally mounted and heaters were locally
sourced and wipers parked in the center of the windscreen. Australian models were assembled
in Australia by General Motors-Holden from kits, as this lessened tax on the cars. The
Australian cars had locally sourced amber flashing rear indicators replacing the clear reversing
lenses, as red indicators were illegal. New Zealand models were assembled by General Motors
New Zealand with bodies supplied from Canada already welded, painted and trimmed. The SS
badge was to become Chevrolet's signature of performance on many models, though it often
has been an appearance package only. Unlike all other years, the Super Sport package was
available on any Impala, including sedans and station wagons the sales brochure shows a
4-door hardtop Sport Sedan with the SS package. The package also included upgraded tires on
station wagon wheels, springs, shocks and special sintered metallic brake linings. Only Impala
Super Sports came from the factory with the In addition to the factory-installed SS package,
Chevrolet dealers could add SS trim to any standard Impala without the "mandatory"
performance upgrades, and a number of '61s were so equipped. From to , an additional model,
the SS, was available. From through , the Super Sport was a separate model, with its own VIN
prefix for example in cars, was the prefix for a regular Impala with a V8 engine, or were used in
for a V8-equipped Impala SS. Super Sports from to came with engine-turned aluminum trim,
which was replaced by a "blackout" trim strip in which ran under the taillights. Rocker panel
trim was deleted. The new center console housed a rally-type electric clock, and full
instrumentation now included a vacuum gauge. A total of , Impala SS coupes and convertibles
were built for The Impala SS was facelifted with a revised grille and new rectangular taillights
that replaced the triple round units. A chrome beltline strip shared with regular Impalas was
added in response to complaints about door dings on the clean-lined s. Inside were new
"Strato-bucket" front seats with thinner and higher seat backs, and a center console with an
optional gauge package available. The Impala SS was less decorated than other Impalas; Super
Sports had black grille accents and black-accented body-side and rear fender moldings. Lesser
models leaned more toward brightwork inside and out. Buyers could choose either vinyl bucket
seats with a center console, or a Strato-Bench seat with a fold-down center armrest. Standard
wheel covers were the same as the optional full covers on other big Chevrolets, but the centers
featured the "SS" logo surrounded by tri-color ring of red, white and blue. None of these cars
had the name "Impala" anywhere on the body or interior, and Chevrolet often marketed them as
the "Chevrolet SS," sans the "Impala" name. The Z24 package also included a special hood with
fake chrome-plated intake. Special SS badging, inside and out, was the rule, but few were sold,
since muscle car enthusiasts were seeking big-block intermediates, such as the Chevelle SS
and Plymouth Road Runner. In as Caprice sales escalated, those of the Impala Super Sport
suffered a decline. Much of this drop in sales was no doubt due to the availability of big-block
engines in the mid-sized and lighter Chevelle, and even Novas could be special-ordered with the
engine with the new-for body. Only 38, Impalas were so-equipped, including 1, with the Z24
package, which was carried over from This was the final year for the Impala SS until Unlike the
previous two years, the s finally got "Impala" script on the front fenders and interior. Although
sales of Zoptioned Impalas increased to approximately 2, units from the 1, Zoptioned units of ,
and high-powered big-block V8 engines continued to be available, there would be no Impala SS
for The Impala remained Chevrolet's top-selling model with the fifth generation. The redesigned
B-body would be the largest car ever offered by Chevrolet. The hardtop Sport Coupe continued
to be offered; it was a smoothly sloped semi-fastback reminiscent of the "bubbletop" styling. A
three-speed manual transmission remained standard at the beginning of the year, but in the
spring of all V8-equipped full-size GM cars got Turbo Hydra-Matic as standard equipment.
Powerglide remained optionally available for six-cylinder cars until the models. In keeping with
their huge size, these new "B" body Chevrolets were close to Cadillac in luxury features,

styling, and ride. Like all GM "B" bodied cars, Impala got a new power ventilation system that
remained on while the ignition was on, and included both large vents in the instrument panel
and louvers in the trunk. However, the system proved to be problematic and was disliked by
many buyers. Power assisted front disc brakes were standard for all models for ; variable-ratio
power steering became standard in The model has a grille which extended below the bumper.
Powertrains consisted of mostly V8 engines. The inline six was still standard for Sport Coupe
and 4-door sedan models; the 2bbl V8 became the standard engine from â€”, with cubic inches
5. The best-selling body style was the formal-roof Custom Coupe. Beginning in , all engines
were designed to run on unleaded gasoline. All Chevrolet vehicles featured a larger,
shock-absorbing front bumper due to new federal mandates which required 5-mile-per-hour 8.
New taillights were mounted in the still conventional rear bumper. The convertible was moved
upmarket to the Caprice Classic series. Tweaks to the suspension and frame gave better
roadability, according to Chevrolet general manager John Z. Steering wheels and instrument
panels were color-keyed to interior colors, as opposed to the matte black used in â€” The
steering wheel rim got a soft-feel grip, and replaced the "Impala" badge with generic "Chevrolet.
Interiors had repositioned front seats for more legroom. The Impala name returned for the
Kingswood station wagon. Suspension and chassis design was modified for better roadability.
The bench front seat position was modified to fit tall drivers more comfortably; shorter drivers
found it less so. One thousand Impalas were built with an " Air Cushion Restraint System "
ACRS that used an Oldmobile instrument panel and unique steering wheel that contained both a
driver and front passenger air bag. They were all four-door sedans painted in a special
green-gold color. The system was not advertised in a big way and many of the cars were used
for crash testing by both GM and the Federal government. Over the decades the system proved
durable and successfully protected front passengers in front-end collisions. Unfortunately
Chevy did not offer ACRS in ; however it was offered in Oldsmobile, Buick, and Cadillac models
that year as an option and did save lives. One ACRS-equipped Impala was preserved and
remains a witness to the ability of an American automaker to design life saving safety systems
into cars without a government mandate. No other examples are known as of this time. In , the
rear bumper was redesigned with shock absorbers to meet the upgraded standards and new tail
lights were added. The front end was also freshened as in previous years, with a new grille and
headlight bezels, a new header panel, and a bumper with a drop down center section. The
marker lights moved back up beside the headlamps once again. This was the only year of the
â€” models the Impala had a different front end design than the Caprice Classic, as other years
used either a grille insert or previous year Caprice front to distinguish the two. The rooflines of
the Impala coupes were also revised. For the Custom Coupe was no longer a hardtop, with large
fixed rear quarter glass and a thick B-pillar. The Sport Coupe, still a pillar-less hardtop, now
used larger roll-down quarter glass like that of the â€” Custom Coupe, and had a narrower,
fastback style, flat back window. Sedans used carryover body shells from previous years. In an
unusual styling move, the optional Impala wheel covers for were the same as the Impalas. A
limited-edition Spirit of America package was offered in on Sport Coupe models; primarily an
appearance package, it featured white or blue body paint, a white full vinyl top, white upholstery
with red or blue trim, color-keyed seat belts and floormats, special wheel covers, optional white
rally wheels , sports-styled dual remote outside rear view mirrors, a vinyl body side molding
insert, and red pin-striping. Special fender and dashboard badges announced the package to
passers-by and passengers. Chevrolet also offered Nova and Vega Spirit of America versions as
well. The Impala used a carried-over Caprice front end, with a grille insert and emblem change.
The Caprice model was revised with a new front end with a swept back style header panel with
recessed headlight buckets, a new hood, and new fenders. Also in upholstery, door panels and
the dashboard were revised as were the radio and climate control graphics. A High Energy
Ignition HEI system was officially introduced in , although it was installed on some cars as a
clandestine option. This was the final year of the full-size Chevrolet convertible. Four-door
models got new rooflines; the hardtop Sport Sedan got a small triangular "opera window"
carved out of the wide roof panel. A Landau model available for â€” models featured a landau
vinyl roof with a chrome band across the roof , a choice of special paint colors, sports-styled
dual remote outside rearview mirrors, color-keyed wheel covers, a vinyl bodyside molding
insert, and pin-striping. Inside were color-keyed seat belts and floormats. Fender and
dashboard emblems rounded out the package. The 2-door hardtop model dubbed the "Sport
Coupe" was discontinued after , leaving redesigned Custom Coupe, with its wide "B" pillar and
fixed rear window, the only 2-door Impala available in This body style had been introduced for
the model year, a precursor to Detroit's complete abandonment of pillarless body styles before
the end of the Seventies. The Impala had round headlamps while the Caprice used the new quad
rectangular ones. For fleet buyers, Chevrolet offered a lower priced Impala "S" model that

deleted some of the standard model's luxury features, such as radial tires, sound insulation and
trunk light. The "S" was available in both a 4-door sedan and station wagon, and effectively
replaced the Bel Air for the U. The changes in the automobile marketplace resulted in Chevrolet
redesigning the Impala once again in to meet changing demands. The new downsized Impalas
were shorter in length, taller and narrower than before. The new Impala's frame was a shortened
version of the one introduced in and would be utilized until when the B-body production line
was shut down. Even with its trimmer exterior dimensions, the new Impala featured increased
headroom, rear-seat legroom and trunk space. The new body was taller and narrower than the
model. Pillarless hardtops were discontinued, the result of rumors of federal rollover standards
looming in the near future. The â€” coupes sported a double bent tempered rear window similar
to the Chevrolet Monte Carlo Aerocoupe. In , all new sheet-metal was used, although the body
style remained similar. Options included andcubic-inch 4. The cubic-inch 5. Oldsmobile 's
cubic-inch 5. Starting in , the inline 6 was replaced by a generic cubic-inch V6 from Chevrolet
which was totally different from the 3. The Impala and the upscale Caprice sold well into the
early s. Upon the demise of the Impala, the base model full-size Chevrolet was rebranded
Caprice starting in , with the upper models being called the Caprice Classic and Caprice Classic
Brougham. In January , the GM B platform's body was redesigned for the model year, though it
retained the same shortened frame design of the model year redesign. The concept car was two
inches lower to the ground than the regular Caprice, and was powered by an 8. Eventually, the
concept car's engine was replaced with a 5. The Impala SS went into production on February 14,
, at GM's plant in Arlington, Texas , [32] and was almost identical cosmetically to the concept
car, the only noticeable change being the chromed bowtie logo on the grill vs. The car was, in
essence, a high-performance version of the Caprice heavily based on the Caprice 9C1 police
package. As such, it got much of the equipment formerly available only to law enforcement and
government agencies. This included a sport-tuned suspension with reinforced shocks and
springs, a high-capacity reverse-flow cooling system derived from the Corvette's LT1 ,
four-wheel disc brakes, transmission cooler, dual exhaust, a higher-output electrical system,
and other minor mechanical and electrical alterations. The Impala SS did not get the 9C1's
external oil-to-air engine oil cooler, nor were all the body mounts secured the standard Caprice
and Impala SS were assembled at the factory with the front three body mounts missing one of
the rubber cushions, while the 9C1 was assembled with all rubber cushions in place. The Impala
SS was fitted with a standard 3. The limited-slip rear differential was standard as opposed to the
optional G80 on Caprices and the suspension was an inch lower. A retuned LT1 5. The primary
difference between the LT1 in the Impala and the LT1 that was in the Corvette and Camaro was
that the Impala engine was fitted with cast-iron cylinder heads instead of aluminum ones, and a
camshaft that was designed more for low-end torque than high-end horsepower. Another
difference was that the block casting for the Impala LT1 had two-bolt main bearing caps while
the casting used for the Corvette LT1 had four-bolt main bearing caps. The transmission was
the 4L60E , which was an electronically controlled version of the previously hydraulically
controlled 4L The Impala SS received body-colored trim, a unique single-bar grille with no hood
ornament, and a rear deck spoiler. Inside, the car came with a central console with cup holders
and models and a storage compartment, leather seats embroidered with the Impala SS logo, and
a standard leather-wrapped steering wheel. For the model year, it was available only in black
with a gray interior. Due to a shortage of the unique five-spoke aluminum wheels, only 6, cars
were sold. However, the wheel shortage was remedied for the model year and 21, cars were
sold. In , Dark Cherry Metallic and Dark Grey Green were added as exterior color options, and
the body paneling on the rear quarter panel was altered to reflect the cosmetic effect formerly
achieved by a window insert. Another change from was the placement of the side mirrors from
pods attached to the door to a larger format attached to the 'A' pillar. The Impala SS was also
exported to the Middle East, as the Caprice SS, with the car being identical to its American
counterpart except for the side fonts on the rear quarter panel and the badge on the dashboard
saying Caprice SS. The Impala SS production went late into the model year; the last one being
produced on December 13, It saw minor interior alterations, with the digital speedometer being
replaced by an analog one, along with a tachometer. The shifter was moved from the column to
the center console, and the engine was given an OBD-II computer control system the camshaft
was reground to adjust for the new computer. A ceremony was held at the plant on December
13, , as the last Impala SS was produced. The Impala name was revived for the model year as
the " Hi-Mid " program to rename the Lumina as the Chevy Impala. Unlike the earlier Impalas
built on a B-body , this one was front-wheel drive and was available with a choice of two
engines, the ever-enduring 3. A new Impala SS with a supercharged V6 was brought out for the
model year. The Impala was available in two trim levels from to All models came equipped with
power windows, door locks, and mirrors. The rear spoiler was an option on base models, and

could be deleted from LS models upon buyers request. The to Impala SS came equipped with
the 3. Also released with this version were the 9C1 Police Package , first released in , as well as
the 9C3 Undercover Police Package first released in Available only to law enforcement
agencies, fire departments, and EMS agencies, it has had much more success than its
predecessor, the Lumina 9C3. The 9C1 was a base model with a stronger suspension and the 3.
It also came with the option for a rear vinyl bench seat and front cloth bucket or bench seats,
both cloth front and rear seats, or vinyl front and rear seats. It also offered preparation for a
criminal cage to be installed between the front and rear seats. It was only available in a few
basic colors. This enabled the driver to turn off all lights in the vehicle and "hide"; something
not allowed with the civilian models, as automatic headlights were standard. The 9C3 was
comparably equipped to the 9C1, but the ability to add other convenience options and more
paint and interior choices set the 9C3 apart. However, the Ford Crown Victoria P71 still held the
sales lead and was preferred by most agencies due to its larger size, much more durable V8
engine , rear wheel drive layout, and body-on-frame platform. The base engine was a 3. This
Impala mostly sold to fleet operators, with private buyers accounting for a quarter of sales. The
5. Six-passenger seating was only available as an option on the LS and LT models. The ninth
generation Impala featured a wood trim center console with chrome accents on all major control
buttons. The dashboard featured a chrome Impala logo embedded in the wood grain trim that
runs across the dashboard and onto the doors. The control knobs found throughout the
vehicle's cockpit were similar to those found in Buick models as well as the Cadillac DTS , all of
which featured a similar center console. Another interior revision was the location of the cup
holders, which were moved beneath the midsection of the vehicle's center console. The LS was
the base model. The LT was the mid-range model. It offered alloy wheels, and optional front
heated seats. The LTZ was the most luxurious model. The SS was the top-of-the-line model,
which offered a 5. A mechanical refresh for brought the revised 3. The new combination once
again pushed the Impala to a horsepower rating, and continued with the Impala Limited from
â€” In , the Impala received the FlexFuel 3. A new 3. The SS retained the same drivetrain and did
not receive the FlexFuel feature due to the high-performance nature of the powertrain. A
tire-pressure-monitoring system, cruise control and a CD player were standard on all models,
and a factory spoiler was an available option. The LT had inch, five-spoke alloy wheels. The
generation-7 OnStar system with turn-by-turn navigation was included when the available
directions and connections service was selected. A new Luxury Edition package featuring
leather seating, folding rear seat, and rear spoiler was offered on the LT. To commemorate the
Impala's 50th year, a 50th Anniversary Edition was introduced in Spring Based on the LT, it
added a FE3 Sport Suspension replacing the FE1 Touring Suspension , four-wheel ABS,
eighteen-inch SS-style alloy wheels replacing the inch wheels , rear SS style spoiler, "50th
Anniversary" Impala badges on the C-pillars, two-tone, leather-trimmed seats with "50th" logos
embroidered on the front headrests, eight-way power-adjustable driver seat, leather-wrapped
steering wheel with accent-color threading including audio controls, ebony carpet, ebony floor
mats with accent threading, "50th" Anniversary emblems on the sill plates and a choice of two
premium exterior colors: Black Granite Metallic and Red Jewel Tintcoat. For the model year, the
Impala received three new exterior colors: Victory Red, Silver Ice Metallic, and Aqua Blue
Metallic, while the brushed aluminum dash applique was no longer available. All models used
the previous SS style spoiler actually phased in for the late model year. The Touring trim level
was discontinued for The Active Fuel Management feature remained on the 5. A sun and wheel
package was available on 1LT models included power sunroof, overhead console with Homelink
and inch aluminum wheels. Thorax side-impact air bags were standard. For the model year, the
Impala was the only GM W-body car in production, although the eight-cylinder SS model was
discontinued. LT models included fog lights and once again offered an optional Luxury Edition
package. The 3. Two new exterior colors were available: Summit White and Cyber Gray Metallic,
and four exterior colors were deleted. The Impala emblems on rear sail panels as well as the
rear decklid badge on LS models were deleted. Early models had the lower front-side GM
badges but were also later deleted. Available engines were a 3. A Luxury Edition package was
again an option on the LT and featured leather heated seats, 6-way power front passenger seat,
Bose Premium Audio System, XM radio, auto-dimming rearview mirror, Universal Home Remote,
outside heated power mirrors, and rear spoiler. The Impala had the same wheels as the â€”
Impala, but the Impala was the last model year where the chrome trim on the trunk lid appeared.
The four-speed automatic transmission is also deleted in favor of a six-speed automatic. For the
model year, the Impala was largely a carryover of the model. It was the last retail Impala to be
offered with optional bench seat and column shift transmission. A Luxury Edition package, last
seen on the model, returned as an option on the LT and featured perforated leather seating
surfaces, dual front heated bucket seats with driver's side 8-way and passenger's side 6-way

power adjusters, inside rearview auto-dimming mirror, Universal Home Remote, outside heated
power adjustable mirrors, Bose 8-speaker premium sound system, six-disc in-dash CD changer
that played MP3 and WMA files, with Radio Data System , Sirius-XM satellite radio , as well as an
auxiliary input. This was notably the last production car to have a bench seat in the front. Due to
the early release of the redesigned model, the Impala had an abbreviated model year. The ninth
generation model remained in production in LS, LT, and LTZ trim until the model year as a
rental, fleet, and police car under the revised model name "Impala Limited". The Impala again
was offered as a police vehicle in the ninth generation form. The 9C1 and 9C3 models were
based on the LS model, yet offered steel wheels or steel wheels with wheel covers, optional
rubber flooring, preparation for police equipment such as sirens, radios, lighting, special
badging, inoperable rear door handles, windows, and door locks. It also came with the option
for a rear vinyl bench seat as well as front cloth bucket or bench seats, both cloth front and rear
seats, or vinyl front and rear seats. In addition, it offered preparation for a criminal cage to be
installed between the front and rear seats. In , Active Fuel Management became an option
across the board for the Impala. The police sedans received FlexFuel capability in to compete
against the Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor , which also received a similar feature
allowing it to utilize E From to , the Impala 9C1 and 9C3 models used the 3. Furthermore, the
heavy-duty steel wheels were not redesigned. Instead, the Police Sedan used the original center
caps or the older style wheel covers which were carried over from the 8th generation model.
The 9C1 and 9C3 were equipped with an external trunk lock tumbler starting in which was not
available for the civilian version of the car. The 9C1 and 9C3 police models had the standard
wood grain for the model year until where it was replaced by aluminized interior trim. In , the
aluminized interior trim was replaced with faux carbon-fiber. For the model year refresh, both
the 9C1 and 9C3 replaced the fog lamps with brake cooling ducts not seen on civilian models,
body colored exterior trunk trim, larger inch wheels with new wheel covers, and the same LFX
V6 that powers the civilian Impala paired to a six speed automatic transmission. After the tenth
generation Impala was introduced, the ninth generation Impala 9C1 and 9C3 remained in
production as the Impala Limited and had a "Limited" badge on the trunk. Up to then, the
Caprice 9C1 and Impala 9C1 was offered simultaneously. The tenth-generation Impala was
introduced at the New York Auto Show for the model year, with sales and production
commencing March 4, The tenth generation models were shipped to dealerships across North
America on March 25, , and officially went on sale to the public April 1, The eAssist versions
went on sale in the fourth quarter of In , the Impala saw its share of the full-size sedan market
increase to Optional features for the model included "full-speed-range adaptive cruise control ,
collision mitigation braking, forward collision alert, lane departure warning, side blind zone
alert, rear cross traffic alert, rear camera and rear-park assist. In addition, the eAssist version
was discontinued due to low sales. A Midnight appearance package was added as an upgrade
for the LT and LTZ level trims, which included unique black-pocket wheels and gloss black
badges in addition to the standard black paint. Wireless charging for devices, front and rear
splash guards, as well as lane change alert were added. The CD player was now only offered as
standard equipment on the LTZ, but available as an option on other trims as part of the
Technology package. The model year Impala only saw minor changes, with the top of the line
LTZ trim rebrand as the Premier trim and Pepperdust Metallic introduced as a new color option.
The LS trim, previously available only with the four-cylinder engine, became available with the
V6 engine in addition to the four-cylinder engine. The LT level trim added Entertainment,
Convenience, and Leather packages options, while the Premier trim received the top of the line
Convenience package. Keyless starts, rear camera view, and MyLink became standard on all
three levels trims, as the LS trim deletes the 4. Daytime running lights became standard on LT
and navigation became standard on Premier. The model year Impala only saw minor changes.
The jet black interior was added to the LT convenience package, while the accessory level
wheel locks became standard on all trims. The Graphite Metallic color was discontinued. The
model year Impala its final year for the sedan dropped the LS trim, leaving only the LT and
Premier level trims. Only the 3. The new Impala will join the Honda Civic as a rare factory made
CNG car to come straight from a major automaker and available for retail sales. The Chevrolet
Impala Bi-Fuel has a mile driving range. The CNG tank is placed in the trunk. The Impala went
on sale in South Korea as an export vehicle for the model year, marking the first time that
Chevrolet had offered an American-built full-size sedan in the Korean market. Each trim level
includes a generous amount of standard equipment:. LS Includes: 2. The LS trim was
discontinued after the model year. There was speculation that GM would discontinue the Impala
in due to declining sales of American full-size sedans, in order to make room for more
production of crossover SUVs. GM later reversed course and made plans to idle the
Detroit-Hamtramck and Oshawa assembly facilities and retire the Impala nameplate. In the

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 's crash tests, the to Impala was given a "Good" rating
overall for good structural performance and no chance of any significant injury in a crash of its
severity, except for maybe a minor lower-left-leg injury, such as a bruise or sprain. The to
present Impala is given a lesser overall "Acceptable" score for front impact collisions.
Side-curtain airbags are standard for front and rear rows; side torso airbags previously
unavailable became standard on all trim levels beginning with the model year. Because these
fleets typically sell off their cars after two to three years of use, many of the Impalas that were
built without side-curtain airbags became privately owned cars. Another potential safety hazard,
affecting Impalas of model years and , is premature rear tire wear caused by defective rear
suspension components. Police vehicles were upgraded to correct this defect and law
enforcement agencies were compensated for expenses incurred for tire replacement, but
civilian vehicles were not recalled. As a result, Impala owners launched a class action lawsuit in
July against General Motors. On April 22, , the NHTSA opened an investigation into 60,
Chevrolet Impala models over concerns relating to the sedan's emergency braking system. This
followed the NHTSA receiving a complaint from a driver who experienced "inappropriate
activation of the emergency braking system," adding it "alleges that the driver assist system
inappropriately activated emergency braking bringing the vehicle to a complete stop under what
the driver considered to be full braking force. GM is fully co-operating in the investigation.
Motor Trend magazine awarded the full-size Chevrolet including the Impala as its Car of the
Year. The Impala was also used to represent Chevrolet in the Nationwide Series. In , the Impala
was replaced by the Camaro in the Nationwide Series. It was replaced by the Camaro in From
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