Chevy malibu windshield wipers not working

When your windshield wiper position is incorrectly calibrated, the blades will come to a stop in
the wrong orientation, such as in the middle of the windshield. Your wipers may need resetting
due to loosening up over time, or being forced out of position when an abnormal amount of
stress was placed on the wipers, such as clearing large chunks of ice. Resetting the wipers
involves removing the wiper linkage and manually placing the blades in the right position.
Remove the plastic cover between the hood and the windshield that hides the wiper motors and
arms. The cover is held in place with clips. Insert a pry tool, such as a standard screwdriver
behind the cover and gently twist to pop it out of place. Set the cover aside. Use a socket
wrench to remove the nut located at the center of the wiper motor. This nut connects the arm
linkage to the motor. Turn the wipers on, then back off, so the motor completes a full cycle and
returns to the correct park position. The blades will not move since the linkage has been
disconnected. Position the wiper blades in the correct park position. They should rest
horizontal and parallel to the windshield. Push the wiper linkage back onto the motor and
replace the nut. Tightly secure it with the socket wrench. Turn the wipers on to test them. They
should sweep the windshield as normal, then return to the park position at the bottom of the
windshield. Replace the plastic wiper cover by pressing it into position until the clips snap back
in. Ryan Bauer is a freelance writer located in Ozark, Missouri. Step 1 Remove the plastic cover
between the hood and the windshield that hides the wiper motors and arms. Step 2 Use a socket
wrench to remove the nut located at the center of the wiper motor. Step 3 Position the wiper
blades in the correct park position. Windshield wipers are powered by a motor that receives volt
power through a switched wire. Complete failure of the wipers to work can be a complicated
troubleshoot, but working with a motor that still runs on one speed is less challenging.
Diagnosis can be time-consuming, but it is not complex and requires only one tool. That the
motor operates at one speed confirms power to the switch is good, but the switch itself could
have failed. Use a multimeter bridged between the upstream supply and each of the contacts
while operating the switch. If a reading above 10 volts is made on each contact, the switch is
fine and the problem is downstream. If the reading is made only on the high-speed terminal, the
switch has failed. Further, they can become clogged with atmospheric contaminants that act as
insulation. That the high speed -- the least frequently used -- selector still works suggests the
tension has gone from the low and intermediate speed contacts. If they can be accessed and
bent to create more tension this is a temporary fix at best; replace the switch. Having
ascertained that the switch is good, test the wiring harness. If the wiring harness is connected
at either or both ends with a multiblock, consult a workshop manual -- many manufacturers and
enthusiast websites publish schematics online -- to learn which wires and which terminals
convey which wiper speed signals; draw a plan on a piece of paper showing the wire colors,
terminal positions and their functions. If you do, the wiring is fine; if you do not, the wiring has
failed. Repeat the exercise with the intermediate speed. If both circuits are sound, the problem
is in the motor; if they are not, replace the harness. The wiper motor could have failed; it could
be receiving the correct signals from the switch via the wires, but be unable to act accordingly.
The circuits and windings inside wiper motor housings are seldom user-serviceable; obtain a
replacement from a dealer or junk yard. Faulty grounds are renowned for causing a multitude of
seemingly unrelated problems. Most wiper motors have a dedicated ground wire in their
harness, however some utilize the bolts securing them to the body as a ground. Trace the
ground wire from the motor to its mounting point, then scour both the underside of the
connector and the mounting point on the chassis with very course sandpaper -- grit or heavier
is recommended -- then replace, ensuring the fastener is securely tightened. Following the
instructions on the packaging, use dielectric grease at the contact points for an even better
repair. If working on a vehicle which does ground through its fasteners, remove the bolts and
lift the motor away from its mount, then relate the procedure detailed above to the contact
surfaces. Some modern vehicles use a relay or control module between the switch and the
motor. These components are seldom user-serviceable, and even diagnosis can be difficult for
the untrained technician. If all other tests show good function, take the vehicle to a certified
auto electrician for final diagnosis. John Cagney Nash began composing press releases and
event reviews for British nightclubs in His material was first published in the "Eastern Daily
Press. In he earned an OxBridge doctorate in philosophy and immediately emigrated to
America. Wiper Motor The wiper motor could have failed; it could be receiving the correct
signals from the switch via the wires, but be unable to act accordingly. Alternate Solutions
Faulty grounds are renowned for causing a multitude of seemingly unrelated problems.
References Windshield Wiper Motor. The wipers on my Malibu broke for the 2nd time in 2 years
both times in heavy rain or wet snow. I had to slow down fast in heavy traffic to get off the hi
way, go 10 mph on the shoulder to the next exit with my head out the window. I was told the
equinox had a recall for this. I see too many complaints here for the same thing. Shame on you

GM. This is not a minor problem, I almost got hit. I found out the Equinox had a recall on this.
THE Malibu needs it too, before it kills someone. I almost got hit getting off the road. I was
driving home from Syracuse, NY while battling through extremely bad weather. In Wilkes Barre,
PA miles from my home the wipers just stopped working. I couldn't see as water quickly
covered the windows. I had to pull over and creep to an exit. Upon further investigation the
wipers were just limp. I had to slowly drive back 30 minutes to the last exit where I had got gas
and saw a Pep Boys. They were extremely unhelpful and the sun was going down. I ultimately
crept again to an Advanced Auto and got assistance with trying to figure out the problem. I had
just changed the windshield wipers two weeks prior and realized it was something more
mechanical. The motor was running but the wipers wouldn't work. I finally found a mechanic
who changed the rod that connected to the wipers. He stated the rotator or ball and socket had
corroded. When I got home and tested the wipers the next day, I notice the intermittent wiper
mode wouldn't work. I took my car to the mechanic and he officially told me I had to replace the
entire windshield wiper motor. For a car that is relatively young in age this issue should never
happen. That sucks!!!! I was driving at night in heavy rain when the failure occurred and was
more than an hour away from home when the wiper blades just completely stopped working.
This is absolutely a horrifying situation trying to drive in such conditions with on coming traffic
in a two lane country road. The dealership mentioned that there are no recalls for the wiper
blade transmission failures, but have in-stock the proper part to make the repair which seems at
best rather odd. It is most likely the Chevrolet has recognized a specific problem and requires
the Chevy Dealerships to maintain the wiper blade transmission in-stock due to frequency of
the failure. I will be contacting Chevrolet Customer Service about the problem and ask for a
refund for the cost of the repair. I will send a letter to Automotive Customer Safety Board as well
warning them about the possible outcomes from the failure during operation of the vehicle and
ask for a recall considered. If you have a for-profit service, contact us. Most Common Solutions:
replace the wiper transmission 1 reports replace wiper blade transmission 1 reports replace
wiper transmission 1 reports replaced wiper motor 1 reports. Find something helpful? Spread
the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has
added a helpful site for this Malibu problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Chevrolet mechanic
Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk.
Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search
for something else:. Keeping your windshield clear is paramount to a safe driving experience. In
order to keep your windshield clear, your windshield wipers need to operate properly. Your
wiper blades are torn. The condition of your wiper blades is directly related to how well your
windshield wipers work. If the rubber edges on your wiper blades are torn, the wiper will not
make proper contact with the windshield to clear moisture or debris away. The small gap left by
the missing rubber can actually trap additional dirt that may scratch or gouge your windshield
glass. Replace torn wiper blades immediately so your visibility isn't compromised. The
windshield wipers have ice or snow on them. Windshield wipers are able to remove small
amounts of snow from your windshield, but heavy, wet snow needs to be cleared by a snow
brush before operating your wipers. Wet snow can be so heavy on your wipers that your blades
can get bent, the wiper arms can skip or strip at the pivots, and the wiper motor or transmission
can get damaged. Remove heavy snow from your windshield before using your wiper blades. If
you live in an area that experiences heavy snowfall, like Spokane, Washington , or Salt Lake
City, Utah , you may want to invest in winter wiper blades. The wiper motor has failed. The
windshield wiper motor is an electrical motor. As an electrical component, it can short out or
quit unexpectedly and require replacement. Replace the windshield wiper motor right away. The
windshield wiper fuse is burnt out. When the windshield wiper motor is overloaded, the
associated fuse burns out. The fuse is designed to be a weak spot in the windshield wiper
circuit. That way, if the motor is overloaded for any reason, the fuse will burn out first, instead
of the more expensive wiper motor. If the wiper motor fuse burns out, check for any
obstructions that may cause the motor to be overloaded. Heavy snow on the wiper blades or a
wiper blade or arm caught on something or snagged together can cause the fuse to blow. Clear
the obstruction and replace the fuse. Wiper pivot nuts are loose. The wiper arms are connected
to the wiper transmission by a nut on a pivot. The pivots are usually splined with a stud
protruding. The wiper arms are splined as well and have a hole through the base. A nut tightens
onto the pivot stud to hold the wiper arm tightly to the pivot. If the nut is a little loose - which is
common - the wiper motor will turn the pivot but the wiper arm will not move. You may see it
slightly move when the wiper direction changes, but it does not wipe the windshield. You may
notice only one wiper working while the other stays at the bottom. If you have this issue, make
sure the wiper pivot nuts are tight. Otherwise, have a professional mechanic from
YourMechanic check your wipers and repair them. Our certified mobile mechanics perform over

services, including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled mileage maintenances, and will
come to you with all necessary parts and tools. Our certified mobile mechanics make house
calls in over 2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair. Service Location. Home Articles.
The statements expressed above are only for informational purposes and should be
independently verified. Please see our terms of service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair
Ratings. YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related Articles. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Peter
43 years of experience. Request Peter. Showed up on time,very professional diagnosing my
problem,plus explained what he was doing and next steps to complete my work. This is the
second time I have used Your Mechanic and had specifically requested Peter for my service. I
was once again impressed beyond measure by his customer service, knowledge about my
vehicle and overall professional manner. Your Mechanic has been a wonderful option when I
needed vehicle service and I highly recommend their services and if you're in the Phoenix metro
area, Peter in particular. Tien 23 years of experience. Request Tien. I appreciate Tien's
professionalism and knowledge. I was mislead by another mechanic, but he treated me with
dignity and respect and resolved my issue. I will definitely schedule him again. Tien was great
and everything was done in the allotted time. This was my first time using yourmechanic. Chris
20 years of experience. Request Chris. Knowledgeable, professional and killer blue eyes. What
more can you ask for in a house call mechanic? Diagnosed and fixed my issue in less than two
hours. Very respectful. Helped me save some money by figuring out it was something else
wrong with my truck. Good guy. Chris 11 years of experience. Chris is a great guy to work with
and I am very happy with the job he did. I will recommend to friends. Need Help With Your Car?
Related articles. The wiper blades wipe the windshield but they leave streaks. The outside of the
windshield is clean but the Read more. Symptoms of Bad or Failing Windshield Washer Tubes
Common signs include windshield wiper fluid not spraying,
2002 nissan maxima owners manual
pioneer deh p2900mp wiring diagram
2000 f250 blower motor resistor
mold in the lines, and burst, cut, or melted tubes. Some Some vehicles, particularly
hatchbacks and sport utility vehicles, are equipped with a rear wiper assembly. The rear wiper
performs the same function as the front windshield wiper: to clear the glass when rain, snow, or
dirt build up on Related questions Dome light and trunk light not working all fuses are good The
lights are controlled by the body control module through the auto shutdown relay in the right
instrument panel fuse box. Either the body control module is not activating the auto shutdown
relay or the relay is bad and not The components of the system must be inspected by an
automotive electrical technician to track down the fault. The stalling Your wiper blades are
subject to wear from dirt and debris that is wiped from your windshield or has accumulated on
the wiper blade itself. The wiper blade rubber dries out and cracks from environmental
elements, and they can tear Browse other content. How can we help? Read FAQ.

