2004 mazda 3 fuel filter

The Mazda 3 is a sporty hatchback that gets good gas mileage and has enough room to store all
of your family's equipment for outings. It's equipped with a gutsy engine that has a bit of zip to
it when you mash the pedal. However, if you are beginning to notice a lag when you depress the
gas pedal or your Mazda 3 is sputtering, you could have a clogged fuel filter. Luckily, changing
a fuel filter is easy. Crawl under the car near the rear bumper and locate the gas tank large metal
tub-looking protrusion from the bottom of the car. Find the gas line running from the front of the
gas tank toward the front of the car. Follow the gas line until you locate a cylindrical apparatus,
which is the fuel filter. Use the screwdriver to remove the filter from the fuel filter mount, then
use the pliers to pull the tubes off of the ends of the fuel filter. Slide the gas lines onto the
proper sides of the new fuel filter, slide the filter back into the mount, and then tighten down the
mounting bolts with the screwdriver. Step 1 Crawl under the car near the rear bumper and
locate the gas tank large metal tub-looking protrusion from the bottom of the car. Step 2 Follow
the gas line until you locate a cylindrical apparatus, which is the fuel filter. Step 3 Use the
screwdriver to remove the filter from the fuel filter mount, then use the pliers to pull the tubes
off of the ends of the fuel filter. Tips When you start the car up, turn the key to "Accessories On"
for seconds first, and then turn the car the rest of the way on. This allows the pump to prime the
gas line. One of the worst problems that can happen to your Mazda 3 is a bad fuel filter. When
the filter goes bad, it can limit the amount of fuel that enters the engine. Without fuel, the vehicle
will not run at all. With that in mind, most of the symptoms of a bad fuel filter revolve around the
vehicle stalling out. It looked like a little pill, and it would be quick and easy to replace. This was
in the era of carbureted vehicles. Fuel injection requires higher fuel pressure. Higher fuel
pressure meant that a more robust fuel filter would be required. This meant the fuel filter was no
longer left under the hood. It was put in the steel fuel line, between the gas tank and engine bay.
These fuel filters were more reliable, but they also were tougher to change. Repairing them
means getting under the vehicle and disconnecting steel fittings. The good news is, no matter
how old your 3 is, the symptoms of a bad fuel filter are universal. And, fuel filters are cheap.
Before taking anything apart, check to see if your engines computer has any trouble codes
saved in it. The engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist could be a clue.
Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor related trouble
code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel filter is that it resembles many other
vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or accelerating the
engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel filter can also feel a
heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the motor feel like it is
running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not feel as jarring. If you
are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters. If you get P or P
trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter causing these
symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel filter is going to be that the your 3 is
difficult to start. If your car is difficult to start, a clogged fuel filter would probably not be the
place to start looking, especially if you are getting no trouble code for fuel pressure or the
oxygen sensors. It could certainly cause the problem though. A fuel pump that is going out is
going to feel the same as a bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad
fuel filter very challenging. How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high
pressure on its input side and low pressure on its output side. They are both going to cause the
same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting. The only way to truly tell is to place a fuel
pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a reading from both. A priming fuel pump
sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and can be heard with a sharp engine right
after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is engaged. The symptoms of a bad fuel
pump match a lot of other common problems that can occur in the Mazda 3. Testing the filter
and pressure on each side of it are going to be the quickest ways to rule it out. If there is
anything you would like to add, please leave a comment below. Good luck! Hard to Start Engine
One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel filter is going to be that the your 3 is difficult to
start. Fuel filters are a common service component found on virtually all vehicles equipped with
internal combustion engines. As is the case with most automotive filters, over time the fuel filter
can become excessively dirty â€” to the point where it can no longer filter out particles
efficiently, or even restrict flow. Usually, a faulty fuel filter will produce any of the following 4
symptoms that can alert the driver of an issue with the vehicle. One of the first symptoms
commonly associated with a bad or failing fuel filter is hard starting. A dirty fuel filter may
restrict the fuel system flow, or at least make it inconsistent, which can cause the vehicle to
experience hard starting. This is more likely if the filter on the vehicle has never been changed.
Other symptoms of a bad fuel filter fall under the category of engine performance issues.
Sometimes the fuel filter can become clogged to the point where it negatively affects engine
performance. A severely dirty or clogged fuel filter can cause the vehicle to experience several

engine problems:. Misfires or Hesitation: Under heavier loads, the clogged fuel filter may cause
the engine to randomly hesitate or misfire. This occurs as particles clog the filter and deplete
the fuel supply going to the engine. It tends to be more notable when accelerating. The engine
may also shake or stutter at different speeds, as the amount of fuel varies due to the dirty filter.
Stalling: If a clogged fuel filter goes unaddressed for too long, it may eventually cause the
engine to stall as ideal fuel flow dwindles. Extra stress and heavy loads placed on the engine
may instigate the stalling or, if you wait to focus on earlier warning signs, the engine could stall
shortly after starting the car. Decrease in Power and Acceleration: An overall lack of engine
power , especially noticeable when accelerating, can be caused by a dirty fuel filter. The car may
feel sluggish, or even go into limp mode and illuminate the Check Engine light. Fuel filter
problems can also cause the Check Engine Light to come on. Some vehicles come equipped
with fuel pressure sensors that monitor the pressure of the overall fuel system. A clogged fuel
filter may cause low pressure, which will set off the Check Engine Light to alert the driver â€” if
detected by the sensor. The Check Engine Light can be set off by a wide variety of issues, so
having the computer scanned for trouble codes is highly recommended. If you notice damage to
your fuel pump , it may be caused by a restricted fuel filter. The clogged fuel filter puts too
much pressure on the fuel pump and prevents the proper amount of fuel in the fuel tank from
reaching the engine. Most fuel filters are relatively inexpensive and easy to change. The most
popular service booked by readers of this article is Fuel System Inspection. Our certified mobile
mechanics perform over services, including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled
mileage maintenances, and will come to you with all necessary parts and tools. Our certified
mobile mechanics make house calls in over 2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair.
Fuel System Inspection Cost. Service Location. Car is Hard to Start One of the first symptoms
commonly associated with a bad or failing fuel filter is hard starting. Engine Performance
Problems Other symptoms of a bad fuel filter fall under the category of engine performance
issues. A severely dirty or clogged fuel filter can cause the vehicle to experience several engine
problems: Misfires or Hesitation: Under heavier loads, the clogged fuel filter may cause the
engine to randomly hesitate or misfire. Damaged Fuel Pump If you notice damage to your fuel
pump , it may be caused by a restricted fuel filter. Check Engine Light. Home Articles. The
statements expressed above are only for informational purposes and should be independently
verified. Please see our terms of service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings.
YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related Articles. Recent Fuel System Inspection reviews. Excellent
Rating. Rating Summary. Joel 21 years of experience. Request Joel. Honda Odyssey - Alternator
- Jacksonville, Florida. As always, Joel repaired my van quickly. Even though it was extremely
Hot outside he never complained. He is always awesome to help us with the car. Ford
Expedition - Car is not starting - Jacksonville, Florida. He is very kind. Nathaniel 10 years of
experience. Request Nathaniel. Nate was very coutious and professional. Will definitely use
Nate again for other mechanical needs. No comments. Michael 4 years of experience. Request
Michael. Arturo 27 years of experience. Request Arturo. Informative and efficient. Need Help
With Your Car? Related articles. This code Read more. When When you start your car, a number
of things happen. The fuel pump delivers gas through the fuel lines to the fuel injectors, and the
battery delivers voltage to the ignition which sparks, ignites the fuel vapor, and causes Related
questions Engine light keeps turning on, Dodge Caravan It sounds to me like the dealership
simply tightened the gas cap and didn't charge you for it nor recorded the transaction. Not to
worry though. I don't believe tightening the gas cap would be the proper repair. What you Hi and
thanks for contacting YourMechanic. Check the manifold absolute pressure MAP sensor for any
corrosion or burned pins. This is what the P code is coming up for. Check for power to the
sensor. Back probe the wires and Check engine light on again Your check engine light may
come on for many different reasons such as a faulty mass air flow sensor, a faulty O2 sensor, a
bad catalytic converter, bad spark plugs or wires and many other reasons. Unfortunately due to
the Browse other content. Schedule your Fuel System Inspection today! Fuel System Inspection
Price. How can we help? Read FAQ. For more information go to We've Made a Site Update.
Refresh to the latest version.
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Goodsell. Purchased on Jan 31, Dec 23, Was great. Thanks a lot the fuel filter was what I was
needing , u guys and gals was the only ones that had it, thanks , I'll be looking to doing more
business with y'all. Larry Page. Purchased on Dec 13, Dec 22, Great product. Fast shipping part
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