2001 ford f150 electrical problems

Table 1 shows 15 common electrical system related problems of the Ford F The number one
most common problem is related to the electrical system 85 problems. The second most
common problem is related to the wiring 13 problems. We ran out side and my truck hood was
on fire, it burned everything visible on top of the motor and toward the driver firewall. It busted
the driver side tire and completely burned everything visible under the hood. Read details Rear
lights, including brake, turn signals, and hazard lights quit working. This issue can be found on
many online Ford F forums. The steering column wiring is too short, and breakage in the wire,
or connectors can occur with the tilt steering mechanism. The contact owns a Ford F The
contact stated after parking the vehicle, she observed smoke coming from under the hood. The
contact found the wiring under the hood had burned and melted. The vehicle was towed to the
dealer where the contact was awaiting an assessment of the failure. Car Problems. Table 1.
Electrical System related problems of Ford F The Wiring problem Rear lights, including brake,
turn signals, and hazard lights quit working. Electrical System problems. Wiring problems.
Underhood Wiring problems. Ignition problems. Ignition Switch problems. Instrument Panel
problems. Fuses And Circuit Breaker problems. Battery Cable problems. Ignition Coils Failure
problems. Starter Relay problems. Battery problems. Car Will Not Start problems. Starter
problems. Dash Wiring problems. So how do you find out what problems are occurring? Any
duplicates or errors? It's not us. Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you are interested in
advertising a for-profit service, contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on
Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Add Complaint. I went fishing one early morning
and I stopped for gas and noticed that my lights would not turn off. I normally keep the switch in
the auto-detect mode. I switched to off and they still would not turn off. After getting to the
dock, I turned off the motor and locked it. My F's headlights would not turn off and would blink
on and off. The switch would not work, nor did locking the vehicle turn off the lights. I expected
the battery saver would activate to turn off the exterior lamps. It also failed. The battery died and
I had to be towed into the dealer. Dealer states it was a wiring harness 12, and that shorted a
relay and killed the battery. The parts were not covered under warranty. Caught on fire and
burned to the ground. Consumer's vehicle and the garage caught on fire while the vehicle was
parked. The driver called the fire department to extinguish the fire. Then, vehicle was towed and
totaled by the insurance company. Search CarComplaints. Consumer was awakened by a horn
going off, and went to see what it was. Then suddenly there was a boom, then another boom.
After arriving in his garage he saw flames coming from the vehicle. Consumer proceeded to
remove his family, and tried to put the fire out. There was a substantial amount of damage to the
home, and the vehicle was totaled. Noticed cruise control went out did not think much about it.
Smelled burning drove into my drive way went in house started dinner my husband went out to
run to the corner store and my truck was on fire. Burnt inside of engine yes old parts are there
nothing has been repaired as of yet. Very dangerous situation could of been hurt or my child
could of been hurt. Could of been property damage if I had not caught the fire when I did could
of burned my house down and others around me. While the vehicle was under warranty it
experienced problems with the turn signal. The technician stated that they replaced the wiring
harness but it was too short. Currently without warranty the vehicle experienced the same
problem. The vehicle had been taken to the same dealer who stated that the wiring harness was
too short. The wiring harness was too short when the tilt wheel was down and the turn signals
did not work. After inspection of vehicle, mechanic noticed that main ground wiring was
hanging which could result in a short circuit or possible fire. Dealer found main ground cable
disconnected. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:. See the Back button
â€” blue bar at the very top of the page â€” to explore more. Add your complaint? Add
Complaint. The contact owns a Ford F While operating the vehicle, the contact heard an
abnormal noise. The contact inspected the vehicle and noticed extensive red smoke and fire
under the front end of the vehicle. The fire spread to another vehicle. The fire was extinguished
by the fire department. A fire inspection report was provided. Two vehicles had been impacted
due to the fire. The insurance company had not yet inspected the vehicle. The contact was not
aware or notified of a speed control system modification from January 27, and NHTSA
campaign number: 11V fuel system, gasoline as of July 29, The dealer was not notified. The
manufacturer was notified of the failure. The approximate failure mileage was , The truck was
parked out front of my house on the street and it caught fire. While reversing, the vehicle
crashed into a telephone pole when shifting the gear into drive. The vehicle accelerated to
approximately mph. The brake pedal was depressed, but failed to stop the vehicle. The vehicle
crashed into a garage. There were no injuries. The vehicle was taken to an independent
mechanic, but was not diagnosed or repaired. A police report was filed. The failure mileage was
approximately , We ran out side and my truck hood was on fire, it burned everything visible on
top of the motor and toward the driver firewall. It busted the driver side tire and completely

burned everything visible under the hood. The dash components as far as the eye can see are
not bad, unknown of internal damage. I'm not sure what caused the problem. I did go to the
recall site to see if there may have been something I did find this control switch for speed recall
and not sure if it applies to mine. I did receive a recall on the gas tank straps but did not replace
them they were in great shape. But I did not receive on on this. I do have pictures if you need
them. Turn signal are now sporadic. Upon investigating I found that when the tilt is engaged and
lowered the turn signals would not work. Raise steering wheel back up it would work. Start to
drive down the road they would turn off or not work at all or wok sometimes. Raise the steering
wheel they work. Lower it they don't. It is a very common occurrence in F! This is a severe
safety hazard for drivers and passengers and drivers behind the vehicles. The contact stated
that the auto theft sensor illuminated several times and continued to illuminate randomly. The
vehicle was taken to an authorized dealer who replaced the key, but the failure recurred. The
contact continued to have extreme difficulty with turning the key to start the ignition and the
auto theft warning lamp continued to illuminate. The vehicle was not repaired. The failure
mileage was not available. I parked, walked inside The contact stated that she never received a
recall notice for the vehicle nor were any warning lights illuminated. The contact drove the
vehicle on Saturday. On Wednesday, the vehicle caught fire. The vehicle was not towed to a
dealer. The manufacturer was not made aware of the failure. The failure mileage was , The truck
was parked in my driveway for at least 24 hours without being used or turned on. The front of
the truck suddenly went on fire. The fire department came and put it out. The fire burned only
the front up to the windshield leaving the cab partially melted and my daughters car seat
unsafe. Now this mess sits in my driveway as I wait for inspector. As it falls apart more and
more each day as my family and neighbors smell the burnt rubble and are reminded of that
frightening afternoon. Vehicle was not in use- parked and not on smoke and fire came from
under hood the wiring melted causing the hood to melt underneath where it can not be opened.
Contacted Ford on Monday June 24 waited few weeks for paper work- promptly filled it out and
never heard back frome them- made several calls received a letter from legal department
indicating they need the part to review we wanted Ford to come to look at truck and retireve the
part they are not willing and are closing the case there is a recall on this and my family was in
the truck that morning- we re lucky no one was killed - Pine Bush, NY, USA. I feel in my opinion
that this issue should be addressed and should be under recall and fixed under Ford I spoke
with a tech at a Ford dealership nearest me and he told me that Ford has not stepped up and
said anything. I feel this needs to be addressed and is a big concern for me and im sure its a
concern for others as well. So Ford if you want business and you love your customers this will
be fixed. The contact stated that while parked and occupied, the vehicle became engulfed in
flames. The fire and police department reported to the scene and filed a report. The cause of the
fire was undetermined. The vehicle was destroyed. I keep having major issues with my truck
ejecting spark plugs from the engine which is breaking not only my spark plugs but my coil
pack as well. This is rediculious. The first time I was at a light at a dead stop when I hear a loud
banging noise like something exploded then my truck started running rough and had to get it
towed. It stranded us 45 minutes from home. The second time was two days ago on March 18 I
was driving through a drive thru again at a dead stop and heard a loud noise and had the same
issue. Again my spark plug was ejected and coil pack broken. The first time was in cylinder 1
and was repaired then one month later the next time cylinder 2 ejected. Im upset because I can
no longer drive my truck. If Ford doesnt fix this I willnever purchase another Ford. Now it is
useless sitting in my garage takin up space. The contact stated that while parked, the vehicle
became engulfed in flames. The police and fire department reported to the scene and a report
was filed. The cause of the fire was not determined. No fire damage to the inside cab of owners
vehicle. Car was sitting in driveway for around 30 minutes then just set fire. Rear lights,
including brake, turn signals, and hazard lights quit working. This issue can be found on many
online Ford F forums. The steering column wiring is too short, and breakage in the wire, or
connectors can occur with the tilt steering mechanism. The tilt steering mechanism and short
wiring has caused the connection to break inside the steering column trim on our vehicle, which
caused the lights to stop functioning properly. I inspected the problem, and found the
connector can move freely. I feel this is an issue since I am able to locate many others that have
had the same issue from up to Ford FS. As I was leaving a stop sign, I accelerated and a spark
plug blew out of it's hole and will not go back in. This is a product defect that can cause serious
injury or deaths to unknowing Ford owners. Ford should recall asap. On or about , complainant
purchased a Ford truck, F, supercrew, 4X2, model Complainant owns and lives in a house. Said
house has a gate carport. By September 20, , the above referenced vehicle had been parked and
turned off for about one 1 week in the gated carport of complainants house. On September 20, ,
sometime between pm and pm the above reference vehicle began to burn inside the carport.

The flames and the smoke flowing from the vehicle expanded into complainants house causing
damages to the structure and a myriad of movable objects located therein. According to
complainants forensic expert, the vehicle began to burn as a result of a failure in the vehicle's
cruise control switch deactivator. We have lots more on the site to show you. You've only seen
one page. Check out this post which is one of the most popular of all time. The Ford F is the
truck for anyone who needs to carry big loads or traverse over rough terrain. For someone who
needs to drive on tough terrain. For a truck that sells hundreds of thousands of models, the
Ford F does have some repeating issues that will often need to be fixed. But what are some of
the common issues with the Ford F? Ford F issues depend on the year of the F The most
common issues tend to be with the ignition coil, head gasket, spark plugs, and transmission
malfunctions. Many of them are easy fixes but could cost lots of money. The issues depend on
the model of the truck, so this guide will go into detail of issues that relate to the year of each F
Some of them do appear on multiple models and years. Although problems with the Ford F vary
with the year of the model, there are common issues that tend to appear no matter what. Drivers
report the primary issues are engine, windows, and transmission with spark plugs and the
MyFord Touch smart technology features being the problems that cause the greatest customer
dissatisfaction. Below is a breakdown of each issue sorted by the year of the model. Some
issues occur twice but have different problems based on the model year. The issue was found
in the models. According to consumers, the engine would make a chirping or squealing sound,
which indicated the pulley for the air-conditioners, or the power-steering was off. Flare-up
issues with the transmission were found in the models. In the models, the ball joints would be
ruined if exposed to water. This happened a lot, so the ball joints would expire prematurely. The
solution was to keep changing them for new ones. Specifically, a faulty harness wiring Ford
pointed out caused the vehicular stalling, hesitation, and failure to start. Other causes of this
problem include a stuck idle air control valve that makes the engine crank, stall or fails to start
altogether. Weak leaf springs along the front of the vehicle were found in the Ford F models.
New springs or added leaves will fix the issue, but some trucks require a newly aligned
suspension as well as a replacement of any additional parts in the suspension. Drivers have
complained about a chattering sound in the rear part of the Ford F, specifically the models. The
noise occurs during soft turns in the vehicle after driving at high speeds. The problem came in
an insufficient friction modifier or a faulty Traction-Lok differential. The solution was to change
out the loose rivets for bolts. Oil leaking from the head gasket can just be replaced with a new
head gasket. A bad ignition coil usually means a rough-running engine and an illuminated
check engine light. This can be fixed with a new ignition coil. Some auto experts claim that the
plug design was wrong from the beginning. Other experts say that the spark plugs were too
torqued and not tightened properly at the production line. The issue came up mostly in the Ford
F models. According to Ford, the solution was not to over-torque the replacement spark plugs,
even though owners still reported issues. A common cause of rough idle is a bad exhaust gas
recirculation EGR , in which a new EGR valve can solve this problem. If not, it will let your F idle
at lower RPMs so to not wake up the neighbors. You can find out more here in my guide to the F
quiet start option. Triton V8s with Motorcraft spark plugs occasionally get stuck inside of the
cylinder head, breaking off upon removal. Replace the spark plugs. Ford admitted that the spark
plugs in these Ford models created the most complicated spark plug issues. The plugs were
supposed to last , miles, but that places the truck outside its normal warranty. Ford created a
plug with a two-piece shell that is meant to last every 30, miles to guarantee treatment under
warranty. Many Ford customers complained about corrosion on the hoods of their trucks and
their fuel tank straps. This corrosion issue led to a Ford recall on the Ford F Heritage model,
causing the tank in the truck to drop off. The same issue occurred in the Ford F model. The Ford
F models had problems with the power regulators on the door-side windows. This caused the
windows to drop into the door, get stuck, or make an annoying grinding noise. These noises
coming from the engine rooted from problems with the cam phaser. During this time, Ford
dismissed any issue with the engine, and Ford customers complied. The engine failed no matter
what. Handy Hint: Have you ever wondered why your Ford F shakes and shudders as you
accelerate? A failure in the ignition coil caused the check engine light to illuminate as well as a
rough idle, which can be replaced. Oil leaks from the right head gasket, which can be replaced.
The leaks come from overheating, overfilling, and the dissolving of the gasket coating,
according to auto experts. Drivers notice the smell of burnt oil as an indicator of a greater issue
with the gasket. The issue arises after the truck has put in at least , miles. Similar to the
passenger side gasket leak, the smell of burnt oil sets off alarms of a bigger issue in the gasket.
The difference here is that there is too much engine oil in the exhaust system of this Ford F
model. The cost to fix this problem is much less than the gasket failure mentioned previously,
and customers have resolved this by tightening the bolts around the pan gasket. Sticking

exhaust gas recirculation sensors cause idling engines to run roughly in the Generation 12 Ford
F model. Accumulation of carbon will cause the sensors to stick. Ford recommends changing
the sensors every , miles. Another reason for the rough-running engine is the mass airflow MAF
sensor clogs, the cause will usually be a dirty hot wire. There is a small tab located on the lower
edge of the moving portion of the window and then another small contact tab on the lower
portion of the fixed window pane. This contact fails, causing the defroster to stop working. This
failure also affects the heating function of the heated side-view mirrors, which will stop from
this defect. Ford never issued a recall for this problem, and the common solution is to replace
the entire window assembly altogether. This issue was most apparent in the Ford F models. The
transmission would start downshifting into second gear without warning, an extremely
dangerous defect for drivers on the road. A simple flash update fixed the problem. The
touchscreen feature in these particular models proved unreliable for Ford drivers, and many
customers complained about this issue. Ford tried to redesign the interface of this feature, but
problems still occurred, even in many later models. The issue presents itself, no matter the
attempt at easy solutions. Cold weather makes this touchscreen feature inoperable as well. The
ETB transmits sensory data to the throttle valve, which controls the quantity of air that passes
to the engine. When the ETB stops reading this data, limp mode occurs. Ford has come across
this issue so many times, the company back-ordered replacement parts, and customers still had
to wait weeks for their replacements. In freezing temperatures, many owners have reported that
their door handles freeze shut. Ford issues a recall to install a water shield over the door
latches to prevent water from freezing inside the mechanism. In more severe cases, the door
would fly open as the truck was in motion. The cost was free under recall, and Ford said they
would reverse the issue by putting water shields over the latches. Ford faced a lawsuit for the
frozen door handles, which led to 1. Some trucks with the speed transmission were assembled
without a roll-pin, meaning the trucks can roll away in parking mode if the parking brake is not
on. Ford fixed the issue by reflashing the power-train control module and advised drivers to be
extra careful when switching from park to drive. Owners have claimed that Ford is trying
everything from replacing clutch packs to installing completely new transmissions. Customers
have complained that the seat cooling feature on the most recent Ford F models specifically the
model only works for a brief period of time before malfunctioning. Other customers have said
the seat cooling feature only works on the base of the seat, not on the back. The issue can be
pointed to the hose that provides airflow to the seats coming undone. Much like the Generation
12 feature of the same name, this function is unreliable in many ways. Customers of the models
with this feature threatened to file a class-action lawsuit, claiming the glitches disable important
vehicle commands that the drivers rely on for safe driving. Specific issues include commands
that fail to enable the defroster or rear-view cameras, as well as diminished temperature control
and navigation tools. As you can see, there are several common issues the Ford F model has
faced during the production of the truck. However, the 12th Generation model the trucks
produced in has the most complaints and serious issues connected to them. The model had the
most complaints with 1,, yet they concluded that the model was the worst version of the Ford F
Car Complaints gave the issue a severity rating of 8 out of Being the second truck in the new
13th generation, the model has the current technology while being one of the older trucks on
the market eligible for resale and purchases at used prices. The U. Ford began building and
distributing its first F models back in , known as the Ford F-1 series until Still, the early models
are considered close to the F, and car connoisseurs collect these classic models and restore
them. Even then, the car had many troubles that needed fixing. Between the late s and the s,
Ford came out with seven different models of the popular trucks with their own quirks. These
models are the following:. Many drivers prefer the vintage style of a s Ford truck to the
contemporary look of a recent Ford F model. There are specific steps and components to
achieve this feat. Raybuck, a popular car repair company, lists the following:. Many of these
parts are also connected to issues found in the more recent Ford F models, implying that Ford
has had trouble for decades with certain parts, such as the engine, transmission, and
suspension. Before embarking on restoring your classic Ford F pickup, always check to see
what condition the vehicle is currently in. This check will determine exactly what kind of repairs
are necessary for the truck to start working like new. Most likely, several parts will need
restoration, but the first areas to check are the carburetor, radiator, spark plug, and the ignition
coil since those parts are subject to the most wear and tear. A paint job on a much older F truck
will likely have plenty of rust. Sandblasting serves as a primer before the fresh coat of paint can
be applied and will prevent rust from coming back. To prevent sand mist from infecting the
inside of the truck, cover the engine parts that might be the most vulnerable to the sand. This
step can be done if the restorer has experience painting the bodies of cars or trucks. If not,
leave this step to a professional. For reassembling, Raybuck suggests this process: put the

engine, driveshaft, and transmission into place. Other parts to replace at this time would include
the lights, windows, weatherstripping, and tires. If necessary, reupholster the interior in
whichever color or pattern you prefer. Add new carpeting and interior touches. Fast forward to
this year , the Ford F remains a popular truck for potential buyers looking to purchase a new or
used truck. According to the U. News and World Report, the newest edition of the Ford F is a
suitable truck all around. Its most glaring issue, like in the majority of the Ford Fs in the past is
its reliability, which could be subject to potential issues drivers need to look out for. For
reliability, the Ford F does fairly average. With proper maintenance and awareness of the issues
in your Ford F, it still continues to be a good truck with issues that can easily be solved. Hi I'm
Josh and I'm a huge pickup enthusiast. I started this website in in order to share all my projects
and custom mod tips that I've done with my own Ford F The new Land Rover navigation update
is out now. The links below will take you through to the lowest possible prices and best deals
on official GPS maps. To see the latest prices, click the link On this page you can find links
which take you through to the lowest possible prices and best deals on official GPS maps. To
see Skip to content. Before you go, check this out! Continue Reading. If you are driving a Ford F
, or if you are planning to purchase one, then it is important that you review reported Electrical
System problems and defects. Total reports: Accident was reported to Police. Vehicle was
purchased on Vehicle was using Cruise Control. Oct 25, Vehicle was on fire. Mileage was miles.
Vehicle was not using Cruise Control. Oct 26, Feb 05, Feb 20, June 04, To Get Sensor Replaced.
June 01, Original Owner. May 21, June 26, Mileage was 0 miles. July 09, Aug 11, While Driving
Consumer Smelled Smoke. However, She Was Not Injured. Sept 07, Spark Plug Blown
Out-blown Head. Truck Has Miles On It. This Is 2nd Occurrence. Oct 20, No Problems With
Truck. No After Market Equipment. Vehicle Had Cruise Control. Used A Year Before Fire. Vehicle
For Local Trips Only. Vehicle Was Insured. Oct 13, Calls Insurance Company Is Investigating.
Dec 23, Dec 27, My Insurance Co. Nov 22, July 15, Nov 27, Jan 22, No Structure Damage. Aug 07,
Dec 20, Mar 12, Mar 07, Mar 16, Mar 26, Apr 11, Apr 29, Vehicle Parked Approx 4. Apr 14, Recall
Number 05v Dec 17, May 17, Oct 01, May 06, The Motor Compartment Burnt. May 25, Oct 08,
Currently, It It Happened 15 Times. Apr 15, No Actual Warning Of Defect. July 06, Vehicle Caught
On Fire. July 30, Preliminary Data.. Dec 14, The Cylinder Heads On These 5. Mileage was 16
miles. Mar 03, Spark Plug Blowout. Apr 25, Melted On My Driveway. What We Saw Was
Traumatic. Sept 25, Oct 03, Nov 13, He Then Left The Vehicle. The Vehicle Was Towed Away.
The Failure Mileage Is Approximately , There Were No Injuries. Feb 24, The Contact Owns A ford
f The Failure Mileage Was , Mar 29, The Truck Was Totaled. Apr 17, Apr 21, Aug 28, Sept 22, Sept
12, Filed A Report The Vin Number Was Incorrect. The Correct Vin No. Is Herein. Completely
Totaled. Nov 01, Jan 17, In March 08, My F 4. Shorted Out Computer, Fuse Box. Maintained Well
And Typically Garaged. June 27, Jan 06, Oct 10, July 11, Engine Was Immediately Shut Off.
Vehicle Was Towed To Mechanic. Aug 26, I Have A ford F 5. Aug 20, The Failure Mileage Was
Approximately , Dec 28, A Lot Money To Repair. Someone Please Help! May 19, June 08, June
15, The Fire Was Extinguished. June 16, May 04, Sept 02, Exact Cause Was Not Determined. Oct
24, The Failure Mileage Wa
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s 68, May 22, Jan 05, Sept 20, Sept 03, Sept 21, The Vehicle Was Destroyed. The Approximate
Failure Mileage Was , Jan 30, This Is Rediculious. May 30, Aug 18, Your email address will not
be published. Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.
Ford Problems. Feb 20, 1. May 21, ford F 32, Miles. Oct 13, ford F Lariat With 68, Miles. Apr 29,
Vehicle Parked Approx 4. July 06, Vehicle Caught On Fire. July 30, Preliminary Data.. Mar 03,
Spark Plug Blowout. Feb 24, The Contact Owns A ford f Ak Vehicle was on fire. Sept 12, Filed A
Report Jan 17, In March 08, My F 4. June 27, The Contact Owns A ford f Jan 06, The Contact
Owns A ford f Aug 26, I Have A ford F 5. Aug 20, The Contact Owns A ford f May 21, The Contact
Owns A ford f Oct 24, The Contact Owns A ford f Sept 21, The Contact Owns A ford f Feb 05,
The Contact Owns A ford f Apr 11, F Xlt 4. Go to mobile version. Popular Pages Home. More
Info. Social Twitter Facebook. All rights reserved. Privacy Policy.

