1997 chevy s10 problems

The following chart shows the 22 most common problems for Chevrolet S The number one most
common problem is related to the vehicle's visibility with problems. The second most common
problem is related to the vehicle's service brakes, hydraulic 84 problems. The following chart
shows the number of problems reported during each of the service years since the debut of the
Chevrolet S10 in When making the decision between buying a new or used Chevrolet S10, the
following table can be used to compare the Chevrolet S10 with the Chevrolet S10 from other
model years. Note that the number of problems reported for the S10 is while the average
number of problems reported for the 11 model years of the Chevrolet S10 is Car Problems.
Table 1. Common problems of the Chevrolet S Table 2. Problem Occurrence Trend. Table 3.
Compare the Chevrolet S10 with other model years. Service Brakes. Air Bag. Power Train.
Engine And Engine Cooling. Gasoline Fuel System. Vehicle Speed Control. Other Fuel System.
Electrical System. Unknown Or Other. Exterior Lighting. Seat Belt. Air Brake. Electronic Stability
Control. Switch Year: The most recently reported issues are listed below. Sunshell in
transmission broken twice within 2 years, repair shop states heavy duty sunshell has been
released to replace the inferior sunshell that was designed for the Chevrolet s pickup. Repair
shop states this is a common problem. Purchused vehicle from father at 13, miles. He had
problems with transmission at 10, miles. Serviced by love chevolet on Dec. Got the truck at 48,
miles. At 48, after driving at highway speed continuouly for about 25 minutes, my truck shifted
very hard between first and second gear. The problem could be duplicated like clockwork. After
reading about more complaint of the same nature on this and many more sites, I can't
understand how Chevrolet can get away with passing this cost on to the consumer. It's obvious
there is a design flaw. Bought truck in October and have recently been experiencing extremely
hard shifting from first into second gear. This is also accompanied by the service engine soon
light. I spoke with a transmission specialist about this and he said it is a very common problem
with these gm transmissions, he suggested replacing the valve body which he said is clearly
defective from the factory in my opinion gm should issue a recall on these transmissions. Due
to the huge number of similar problems and complaints, clearly a problem exists, that the
manufacturer refuses to acknowledge. No safety defect listed. Transmission experienced hard
shifts between 1st and 2nd gears. Also, engine service and check lights would come on
intermittently. Dealer informed consumer that transmission body needed to be replaced for
second time. Please feel free to provide any further details on this matter. At amiles the car
could not shift out of first geer and the service engine soon came on. I called the auto shop and
they said to bring it in and that I could drive it until the light flashed. I took it in and had it
repaired which I have fought for the I do not tow anything-it is a work car and take the kids to
sports two months to the day, I am having the exact problem with the car. Everyone I talk with
that has a 97 chevy blazer has a transmission problem. Our transmission repair man said that
'97, '98, '99 chevy S10 have a common problem of the transmission tearing up at 60k miles. We
would like a recall on this. We did not have an accident, although this could cause an accident.
Started truck, put it in gear. No reverse,late shift into 2nd, no overdrive. Dealer and 2 trans.
Shops say it's probably a broken reverse band or something similar. Will find out when repairs
are made. This should not happen at 48, miles. Gm customer assistance says there's nothing
they can do, me being 2nd owner and mileage being past the 3yr. I believe gm should help me
defray at least part of the cost. This is going to be expensive. A trans. Failure shouldn't happen
this soon under normal driving conditions. Owners manual says fluid and filter don't even need
changing at 50, mi. Unless under severe conditions. I am thoroughly disgusted with this and
with gm. Thanks for your time. After a long continuous drive on the interstate and entering local
traffic after stopping at a light and then going from first to second, the transmission slammed
into gear from first to second, it will stop after turning the ignition off and restarting the vehicle.
Transmission went at miles. I know that warranty expired,but it seems a new transmission
should have lasted longer than that. I had two rebuilt transmissions put in in 60 days, and the
engine check light still comes on, and the transmission needs to be worked on again. I have
heard this was an ongoing problem with chevy trucks. Itjumped into gear by itself and ran away
and ended up in a creek, gm contacted and helped pull the car out. Dealer will be contacted and
informed of the problem. Continuous high engine idle. Also, when shifting transmission the
shifter is very notchy and tends to grind when shifting from 2nd into 3rd gear. Each failure
required valve body replacement. Dealer claims they know about problems, but refuses to help
pay for repair. Many other reports of identical problem have been reported, no action to date by
GMC. Transmission does not properly shift into gear , it grabs or slips which causes the rear
tires to spin. Cause unknown. Dealer cannot identify the problem. Please give any further
details. Car Problems. Automatic Transmission problem 1. Automatic Transmission problem 2.
Automatic Transmission problem 3. Automatic Transmission problem 4. Automatic
Transmission problem 5. Automatic Transmission problem 6. Automatic Transmission problem

7. Automatic Transmission problem 8. Automatic Transmission problem 9. Automatic
Transmission problem Other Power Train related problems of the Chevrolet S Automatic
Transmission problems Transmission Failure problems. Clutch problems. Automatic
Transmission Cooler problems. Differential Unit problems. Transmission Gear Slipping
problems. Automatic Transmission Torque Converter problems. Automatic Transmission
Column Shift problems. Axle Assembly problems. Automatic Transmission Control Module
problems. Power Train problems. The 4. Over its nearly 30 year production history the 4. While
the general make-up of the engine remained the same over its production history, the engine
revisions upgraded and changed many components and features over the years. As you can
imagine, engine technology has progressed significantly since Despite first being introduced 35
years ago, there are tons of these vehicles still on the road today. However, while these engines
are rock-solid for the most part, there are still a handful of common problems worth mentioning.
The idle control valve sits on the throttle body and is responsible for adjusting the amount of air
that enters the engine at idle, ultimately controlling engine idle speeds. Once you begin to use
the accelerator, it opens up allowing full air flow. Over time, from the large volumes of air that
pass through it, the valve can get gunked or clogged up and being to function poorly, creating
idle issues. The throttle position sensor is responsible for reading how far down the accelerator
pedal is pressed, and relaying that to the throttle body. Like the ICV, the throttle position sensor
is mounted onto the throttle body and can wear down over time, get dirty, or completely fail. The
intake gasket sits between the intake manifold and the cylinder head. It is responsible for
sealing engine vacuum, and also engine coolant. Most gaskets are made of rubber, or paper,
and are subject to high pressures and high temperatures. Over time, the pressure and
temperature exerted on the gasket can cause it to wither down, crack, etc. As the intake
manifold controls air-to-fuel ratios, leaking vacuum can throw these off and lead to the engine
running very lean. The end result is poor performance, cylinder misfires, and possibly stalling.
Additionally, you can begin to leak engine coolant down the cylinder block. The most noticeable
symptom of this will be a low coolant light, engine overheating, or coolant puddles underneath
your car. Intake gaskets are known to start leaking as frequently as every 50, miles. We
recommend inspecting for leaks frequently and replacing this every 80, miles or as it becomes a
problem. The distributor cap failing is a common problem across all Vortec engines. The Vortec
distributor is responsible for providing the ignition coils with the electricity required to power
the spark plugs and create combustion. Wires connect to the distributor, which has a
mechanical piece inside that spins in a circle to generate the voltage for the coils. In vortec
engines, the problem stems with the cap on the distributor, not the actual distributor itself. The
cap is made of plastic. And the distributor sits in a high-heat part of the engine with poor air
circulation or cooling. The cap is prone to warping from the heat, which results in the cap
rubbing against the distributor rotor button. This causes the rotor bushing to wear out and the
distributor begins to no longer be able to turn. The simplest option here to fix this problem is
upgrading to a distributor that has an aluminum housing on it. In some cases, the distributor
can be prevented from turning completely, which will prevent the truck from starting. In most
cases, the distributor will still turn enough to power the car, but not enough for it to run
properly, causing a ton of misfires. The spider system uses a central pump with 6 tubes
connected to it that lead to each of the 4. In the L35 and LF6 engines, the spider injectors are
known to leak at the pressure regulator and at the supply and return lines due to a design fault.
Outside of leaking fuel onto the exterior of the engine itself, it can cause excess fuel to get
sucked into the engine. When this happens, you have excess fuel in the engine creating very
rich air to fuel ratios. Like pretty much all of these other engine problems, this can result in
engine misfires. Some of the fuel can go unburnt in the cylinder and then lead to premature
combustion due to heat, creating a misfire. In a properly functioning engine, fuel burns in even
pockets instead of all at once. The pockets burn in even timing, in sync with engine cycles.
Engine knock occurs when the fuel burns unevenly and out of sync with the engine cycles.
Engine knock can be caused by a ton of factors, such as low-grade fuel, bad spark plugs,
carbon build-up, etc. Engine knock is terrible for your engines internals and can cause serious
damage to the pistons and to the cylinder walls. On the 4. However, it sounds like most people
have fixed the issue by replacing the pistons in the engine. The newest 4. Owners have reported
the car requiring two quarts or more of oil in between normal oil changes. The excessive oil
consumption is likely to be caused by the Active Fuel Management system. There is currently
an opened class-action lawsuit relating to oil consumption for the Vortec engines, but many of
the Vortec owners are claiming to have similar problems. Most people have reported that
disabling the AFM system will fix the oil consumption issues. It is mostly a nuisance. Overall,
the 4. Generally, these engines are extremely capable of lasting up to , miles. However, to make
it to the k mark, you are likely going to replace the distributor, water pump, transmission,

ignition control modules, and a handful of other parts numerous times. As always, to maximize
reliability and engine longevity, its important to keep up with standard engine maintenance
schedules and tune-ups. Went with a aluminum shaft distributor and still get a multiple random
misfire. In my opinion the Chevy 4. Do you have any pictures, web links, and YouTube videos
that can show me exactly where the knock sensor is on a 4. Could be your coil. The aluminum
distributor I bought was 20 degrees retarded and my engine misfired until I ground the hold
down and now it runs good. The mass airflow sensor can make it misfire also. I have a Chevy 5
speed v6 with , miles on it. Nothing ever been put on except a slave cylinder. Only codes i have
ever had were P,for long time ran great. Had something similar happen. Check if the coil is
firing. Could be the same problem. I have a 4. It is my daily driver. I had a ford with a v6 it was a
good truck to with miles. I hope the chevy will be as good. I it got a bad mess and iwas told it
could be a fuel regulator bad spiders and it will to fix iff i keep driver it it will wreck motor let me
no ty. I have a 95 gmc sonoma 4. In some situations where there is a vacuum leak, a properly
operating Mass Air Flow sensor MAF is sending correct air-to-fuel-ratio information to the
Power-train Control Module PCM , but the intake manifold is sucking a different ratio because
the vacuum leak occurs after air passes through the MAF. I bought my Silverado used in It is
unusual in that it has a 4. V6 with standard cab, long bed, premium sound system with surround
sound, and a factory towing package with electric trailer brakes, bed cover, and 4 wheel drive.
The truck had 98, miles on the clock. The truck pulled my 4, lb. The truck has , miles now. The
only problems I had were: 1. Water pump leaking 2. Intake manifold water leak. Fuel pump
failed. O2 sensor failed. Radio CD player died 7. Replaced entire brake system due to corrosion
and fluid leaks. Overall this truck has been a great truck. I get compliments offers to buy it all
the time. Man oh man this truck has been a whopper for meâ€¦. At about k miles in I decided to
run some sea foam through itband give it a basic tune up. Ran good the day of snd night of the
tune up. Okay, so then I dive into it after work. All new sensors under the hood, new distributor
cap and rotor, new plugs , new plug wires, new ignition coil, new alternator, new thermostat.
Other than the electrically body harness and everything else that bolts to the motor. Then still
fought the same missfire issues for another couple of months. So the new motor and
transmission are installed. And still Im facing the same problems to today. Truck fires up. I
mostly get the p and p codes with some random p or p codes. It is essentially a beat up on the
outside looking but brand new everywhere else truck. I honestly believe that the 4. I think just
like everything else somethings might go wrong with some of the 4. But these are just my
opinions. And like I said my Chevy 4. Dodsonsays For sure they are great motors. Right now the
P code is my nemesis. And from DS head to DS block to the chassis. From Battery Negative to
original location next to the starter motor and from Battery negative to the front cross member
chassis. Battery Negative to Block, done. Block to chassis, done. Block to body, done. Almost
no information. Just ordered me the Ancel FX diagnostics scanner tool on Amazon. Hello i have
a Gmc Sierra with a blown 4. Only replaced O2 sensor and alternator so far. Looking forward to
the next k. Matthew I really believe what you should have done from the start was check your
injectors. Not the wiring. The one thing you did was internal.. The injectors fire because of the
ignition module knowing what cylinder position and it controls the ground and closes the
circuit. Some vehicles moved that function to the computer.. But if it has an ignition module and
injectors first. Your email address will not be published. Notify me of follow-up comments by
email. Notify me of new posts by email. Our site is all about Chevy Trucks, from the classics to
today. We post engine problems guides, reliability guides, performance upgrades, lift kits,
suspension, you name it. Chevy 4. Symptoms of Failing Vortec Distributor Engine misfires P to
P engine codes for misfire Engine is slow to start, or not starting Poor idling, acceleration, etc.
Comments Chevy Silverado 4. This indicates a random misfire, and one which has been caused
by a vacuum leak. Before you throw in the towel, you gotta check for vacuum leaks! Leave a
Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be published. Footer About ChevyTrucks.
Search Search the site Legal Pages Privacy Policy. Privacy Policy. The truck was not what I
wanted. Small, no frills. But when I drove it my mind changed. It's fun to drive around the city, if
you like to drive. Oh it's a 5 speed and I use it. Like most things we drive it could use more
power, but then again I wouldn't be passing as many gas stations. I plan on keeping it until it or
I give out. So far other the regular maintenance it's got all the factory parts except the rear U
joint. Great Driver. Fantastic truck, excellent power for this vehicle class, and excellent overall
value. This truck provides the perfect combination of form and function, providing good fuel
mileage and overall capability. The cabin is quiet and well layed out, providing good room for
most all passenger sizes. Overall, I would highly recommend this vehicle as it provides nearly
full size capability with compact fuel economy of over 20mpg. This truck was given to me by
grandfather after he died and it has been very reliable. I have just turned 16 and I've been rough
with this truck and it still holds up. The 4. Actually it is a block with tw
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o cylinders chopped off. It has the same size pistons and everything. It has a lot of power and
will still lay you back in your seat with over , miles on it. The only thing that has gone wrong
with it is the compressor had a leak that I fixed easily. Other than that it has been great. I bought
my truck used from a friend who had two trucks. This is a great and dependable truck. I use my
truck for work and decided since I was going to school to drive it. The only thing that I did was
change the timing belt and started using synthetic oil. Awesome truck!! I would recommend this
truck to anyone. I have the 97 ZR2 S10 4x4 5 speed with the 4. Compared to Ford, previously
owned, there's no comparison. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. More about the
S View Photos. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Filter by: All ratings 5 stars 4 stars
3 stars 2 stars 1 star. Great truck. Items per page:. Write a review See all Ss for sale. Sponsored
cars related to the S Sign Up.

