1983 ford econoline van

Considering the beast of a van still has under , miles on it, and I've driven it only the last , not
much has gone wrong. The seatbelt holders have broken, and therefore when you unbuckle the
seatbelt, it will wrap up in itself and is rather difficult to retrieve. I temporarily fixed this issue
with a pizza box and some electric tape to create new sleeves, this however only lasted for
about a week. The powersteering had an issue where a bolt was loose that caused the entire
assembly to attempt to break free and jam into the radiator. Before it could however, I remedied
the solution by finding the proper bolt that was loose and tightening it. I think something is
loose, as if I take a sharp corner, there is a distinct clunking, most likely some worn rubbers.
The obvious benefit of having a club wagon is the space. I've transported a full sized bed, a
futon and other furniture in it with no problem. Note the version I have has only 1 bench seat,
leaving a very open back area. The old straight 6 motor is very lackluster. A V-8 would be much
nicer, and was offered at a higher price of course, however the idea of getting better mileage
with the 6 might come to mind Some oddball things about this vehicle include the dome light
that only comes on when you twist the headlight knob all the way to the right, as though they
figured you'd only want it if you really couldn't see your instrument cluster for some reason.
Rather than the norm of you open your door and it's night time, and you'd care to see what
you're getting out of your vehicle as you leave. Also there is no glove-box at all. So there isn't a
nice place to store things like registration and proof of insurance. The clearance is decent much
better than a mini-van, as well it has standard 5 lug 15 inch rims so tires are easy to find. My
girlfriend received hers as a gift when she moved to college in California, and we painted it with
a nice set of waves on the side and an under the sea theme on the back, as the stock tan was
very bland. The parking is a bit tricky if you're not used to a large vehicle, however it is
equivalent to the late 90's version of the van, which I have also driven extensively. It has a true
frame and an odd doted headliner that is some type of plastic so you don't have to worry about
it sagging with age. Review Date: 3rd November, The Ford inline-6 was indeed a hell of an
engine. But buddy you got your specs wrong. The 5. Other than that, great review. They're both
good motors and that I-6 they put in the Econo and F for over a decade.. Could have bought a
new Mercedes. We fell into the system and got careers. Now late in life we have a higher
disposable income. Not bad for being once anti-establishment. Vans were really hot at one time.
That's great and good for you Faults: Considering the beast of a van still has under , miles on it,
and I've driven it only the last , not much has gone wrong. However with all that mouthful said,
the vehicle has yet to leave me stranded anywhere. General Comments: The obvious benefit of
having a club wagon is the space. If you need an affordable van and despise mini-vans like
myself, this is a fine option. Comment on this review. Actions Fix the spelling and grammar
Delete this review. View 1 reply Reply to this comment. Actions Fix the spelling and grammar
Delete this comment. Reply to this comment. In reply to 4th Nov , In reply to 21st Apr , In reply
to 22nd Apr , In reply to 1st May , Introduced for the model year as the replacement for the Ford
F-series panel van , the model line is currently in its fourth generation. Produced in multiple
design variations for both retail and commercial sale, the E-Series was developed as a van for
either cargo or passenger use, and as a cutaway van chassis and stripped chassis a chassis
without bodywork. Since the model year, only the latter two designs are offered, as Ford
replaced E-Series vans with the Ford Transit. From to , the E-Series van was the best-selling
full-size van in the United States. The model line entered its 60th year of production for , second
only to the Ford F-Series in production since within Ford Motor Company in terms of longevity.
Prior to its closure, Lorain Assembly Lorain, Ohio assembled the model line from to Ford
released the first-generation Ford Econoline on September 21, for the model year. Three models
were available, a cargo van, a passenger van also sold under the Station Bus and Club Wagon
names , and a forward-control pickup truck. Competing directly against the rear-engine
Chevrolet Corvair van and Volkswagen Transporter , the Ford Econoline established multiple
design precedents adopted by successive American vans, including the Chevrolet Van and
Dodge A While also a forward-control vehicle, Ford introduced a mid-engine configuration. The
first-generation Ford Econoline was based on the Ford Falcon compact car range. For , the six
became standard, with a cubic-inch six introduced as an option. A three-speed manual was
standard, with a Dagenham four-speed manual introduced for and discontinued in ; the
cubic-inch engine was offered with a 3-speed automatic in , and the larger two engines were
both offered with a 3-speed automatic as an option thereafter. In contrast to the Falcon, the
Econoline was fitted with a solid front axle and a solid rear axle suspension with leaf springs for
all four wheels. In its body design, the Ford Econoline adapted several elements of the
Volkswagen Type 2 while making major departures with other design features to accommodate
its mid-engine layout. In line with Volkswagen, the Econoline positioned the front seats above
the front axle, making it a cabover -style configuration similar to the Jeep Forward Control. The
grille placed below the headlights was a design feature borrowed loosely from the Ford Thames

E a predecessor of the Ford Transit. The mid-engine placement enlarged the cargo area, as the
engine compartment was located forward of the flat load floor. Through its production, the
first-generation Ford Econoline was offered in several variants. Alongside the standard 6-door
cargo van, an 8-door version adding 2 doors on the driver side was added for For , a panel van
was introduced, deleting side loading doors altogether. For , a "Super Van" extended-length
body was introduced, extending the body 18 inches behind the rear axle. Econoline cargo vans
except panel vans were offered with or without side windows in several configurations.
Alongside the Ford Falcon, the Ford Econoline was expanded into a product line including
several vehicles. In Canada, the Econoline was marketed through both the sales networks of
both Ford and Lincoln-Mercury as a Mercury , to increase its presence outside of urban areas.
Introduced alongside the cargo van in , Ford introduced two passenger variants of the
Econoline branded as part of the Falcon range. Introduced as a bodystyle for , the Ford
Econoline pickup truck derived its body from the cargo van. Similar in configuration to the
Chevrolet Corvair pickup , the Econoline pickup bed saw no engine intrusion related to the
engine compartment. While far shorter than the similar-GVWR F, the Econoline pickup was
designed with a 7-foot long pickup bed sized between the two F-Series offerings. Two versions
of the cab were offered, a standard "3-window" cab and an optional "5-window", which added
wraparound windows to the cab corners. The introduction of the cubic-inch engine for
necessitated a larger engine compartment, intruding slightly into the cargo bed to provide
clearance for the transmission bellhousing. The same year, a "Spring Special" package was
offered as a trim option. At the time of its launch, Ford projected the Econoline pickup truck to
outsell the van, but buyers reversed the trend, with the van outselling the pickup truck
nine-to-one. When branding its truck offerings under the Mercury brand, Ford of Canada
maximized its presence in rural area serviced by either Ford or Lincoln-Mercury but not both. As
with the Mercury M-series trucks, the Mercury Econoline was largely identical to its Ford
namesake differing primarily in badging ; the model was marketed in Canada as a cargo and
passenger van and a pickup truck. After , production of the model line was sourced from the
United States. Production numbers of Mercury Econolines were low; for example, a total of 1,
Mercury Econoline pickup trucks were built in As the result of a lengthy United Auto Workers
strike in , the launch of the second-generation Econoline van was delayed almost four months
until January Instead of calling it a or Shedding its Falcon roots, the second-generation
Econoline became a heavier-duty vehicle, sharing many of its underpinnings with the F-series
full-size pickups. While the unibody construction of the previous-generation van was carried
over, a major change was made in the overall layout in the body and chassis of the Econoline.
To build a heavier-duty chassis, the mid-engine forward-control layout was abandoned in favor
of a front-engine layout with the axle placed forward; this also allowed the use of the " Twin
I-Beam " front suspension used in the F-series trucks. With the change of chassis and axle
configurations, the Econoline gained a conventional hood for engine access though most
engine access remained from the interior. To aid in engine compartment ventilation, the model
was given a conventional grille, styled similar to the F series. For , the grille was redesigned to
match the updated F series. For , a sliding rear door became an option; introduced on a cutaway
van chassis was the Hi-Cube van, a cab-chassis version of the Econoline with a box-van body.
The introduction of the cab-chassis variant would become popular in the recreational-vehicle
industry a Class C RV , a segment still dominated by the E series in the s. Inside of the
Econoline, the shift of the engine location moved the engine housing from between the seats to
in front of the driver and front passenger, under the windshield. While the Econoline cargo van
remained, it was joined by an Econoline passenger van replacing the Falcon van. Based on an
all-new chassis , Ford became the first American manufacturer to adapt body-on-frame
construction to a full-size van. The new-generation Econoline would become common not only
in its own right, but as the basis for other vehicles. With a full frame, the Econoline became
popular as a cutaway van chassis ; the design served as a basis for many ambulances, and
various types of trucks and buses. The shared drivetrain with the F-Series marked the
beginning of aftermarket four-wheel drive conversions. During the s, the Econoline became
popular as a basis for van conversions. Using the sparsely-equipped Econoline cargo van as a
basis, a luxurious interior was fitted, along with extensive customization of the exterior. To
increase the versatility of the full-size van line, the Econoline was developed using
body-on-frame construction for the first time. In addition to increasing the strength of the
chassis, the configuration allowed more commonality with the F-series trucks. As before, the
Twin I-Beam front suspension was used. In its new configuration, the engine was moved further
forward and lowered relative to the body. After the model year, the inch wheelbase Club Wagon
passenger van was discontinued, and the inch wheelbase Econoline Cargo Van was
discontinued after the model year, leaving the inch wheelbase as the sole option. In , to increase

the fuel economy of the Econoline without a major loss in engine output, Ford introduced the
option of a 6. The diesel V8 engines were available only in Econoline s or Club Wagons sold on
the same chassis. The cutaway version was available with the larger 5. Due to the popularity of
automatic transmissions in full-size vans, Ford discontinued all manual transmissions after the
model year. The column-shifted 3-speed departed after , leaving the floor-shifted 4-speed
overdrive manual as standard. The four-speed was replaced by a Mazda-sourced 5-speed M5OD
for Unlike its predecessors, Ford designed the Econoline with a "two-box" layout. Similar to the
Ford Transit of the time, the configuration moved the engine as far forward as possible and
lower in the chassis than in its predecessor; although the hood was nearly twice as long, the
hoodline was much lower. A higher degree of parts commonality with the F series made itself
known in the bodystyling: the vent windows, taillights, bumpers, and wheels were common
items between the two vehicles. In , a minor facelift updated the grille design; round headlights
were replaced by rectangular units. Although the Ford Aerostar minivan would introduce styling
far different from the Econoline, the basic styling of the full-size van would heavily influence the
Ford Ranger and its SUV offspring, the Ford Bronco II. Inside, the redesign of the chassis
expanded interior room, though the rear of the engine still remained between the front seats; an
engine cover still provided access for servicing. Sharing many controls with the F series, the
new design also improved interior ergonomics. In three body sizes, the Econoline was
produced in a cargo van and passenger van, with the latter produced in three trim levels; base,
Custom and Chateau. In addition, the Club Wagon was produced solely as a passenger van.
While the third-generation chassis was largely carried over, the body and interior underwent a
complete redesign. As with the smaller Ford Aerostar , the fourth-generation model line was
offered two body lengths on a common wheelbase. For , to adopt a nomenclature closer in line
to that of Ford full-size trucks, the Econoline was renamed the E-Series. From onward, the
E-Series has remained in production solely for commercial markets in cutaway-cab and stripped
chassis configurations. Sharing many components with F-Series trucks, the E-Series retained
the "Twin I-Beam" front suspension used by rear-wheel drive Ford trucks in North America from
the s to the early s. The rear suspension was a live rear axle with rear leaf springs. For the
model year, the chassis underwent its largest revisions of the fourth generation. In an effort to
improve handling and safety, larger brakes were added, improved steering, rollover stability
control , and a higher GVWR. On or series vans, a 7. During , the IDI diesel was replaced by a 7.
For , the E-Series underwent a revision of its engine lineup, retaining only the 7. Sharing its
gasoline engines with the tenth-generation F-Series , a 4. The 5. For , the 7. While gaining an
intercooler over its predecessor, due to the lack of airflow in the engine compartment compared
to Super Duty trucks , Ford had to detune the E-Series version of the 6. For , the 4. The 6.
Diesels were no longer offered after the model year. For , the E-Series gained flexible-fuel
capability with 4. In May , the final 4. For , the 6. During its production, the fourth-generation
E-series underwent minor revisions in and , with a major revision in ; for , the model line
underwent an additional update. The cargo van was sold as a two-passenger vehicle, with the
passenger van sold in various configurations, including 5, 8, 9, 12, and 15 passengers. During
its production, the fourth-generation model line underwent several name changes. As with the
previous generation, the Econoline was sold as both a cargo van and as a passenger van
Econoline Wagon with the Ford Club Wagon sold only as a passenger van. Toward the end of
the s, Ford began to phase out the use of the Econoline and Club Wagon nameplates. For , the
Club Wagon nameplate was discontinued in favor of Econoline Wagon. For , the Chateau was
dropped, replaced by the E Traveler; due to low sales, it was dropped after a single model year.
For , to commemorate the 50th year of production, Ford offered a 50th Anniversary Edition of
the E-Series. Offered on XLT Wagons, the option package was distinguished by blue metallic
paint, embroidered seatbacks, and exterior badging. For the model year, the body of the
Econoline underwent a complete redesign. In contrast to its GM and Dodge competitors, the
two-box body configuration made a return. To optimize the aerodynamics of the van body, the
hood was angled slightly downward and the windshield was raked back though far less than the
Aerostar. If specified, all side and rear window glass was flush-mounted to the body, along with
wraparound taillamp lenses; flush-mounted composite headlamps were an option standard on
all Club Wagons. When redesigning the interior of the E-series, the driver compartment
underwent extensive modernization. While space between the front seats was again dominated
by the front-mounted engine, a redesign of the engine cover freed up additional passenger
room. Sharing controls and components with the F-Series and Aerostar, the model line became
the first full-size van equipped with a standard driver-side airbag except for series models,
exempted by their GVWR. The instrument panel received more legible instruments but no
tachometer ; a 6-digit LCD odometer replaced the previous 5-digit analog unit. For , CFC-free Ra
air-conditioning refrigerant was adopted beginning with September production. For , the

E-series underwent a revision of both its exterior and interior, largely to bring its appearance in
line with other Ford trucks. The previous egg-crate grille was replaced by an eight-hole
oval-shaped cutout matching the Explorer and F The interior underwent a complete redesign,
adopting an all-new dashboard. Following the adoption of dual airbags for all versions , the
"brick"-style steering wheel was replaced by one with a center-mounted horn. To improve the
convenience of interior controls, rotary switches for climate controls were introduced, along
with a double-DIN radio. The instrument panel was redesigned, reintroducing an analog
odometer. The front seats underwent a redesign, relocating the seatbelt mounting to the
B-pillars. For , the E-series underwent an exterior update, adopting the grille introduced by the E
Super Duty see below. The new grille shifted the Ford Blue Oval emblem from the hood to the
center of the grille for the first time since ; based on trim, the grille was either dark gray or
chrome. The front turn signal lenses were changed from clear to amber their first change since
Coinciding with the exterior revision, the interior saw several updates. While the dashboard
remained essentially unchanged, the engine cover was redesigned including redesigned cup
holders ; the design now included a center-mounted glovebox absent from the E-Series since
For , the instrument cluster was updated with a digital odometer; heavy-duty vans now offered a
tachometer as an option. Sharing a number of chassis components with the F Super Duty, the E
was distinguished by a grille styled in line with Super Duty pickup trucks with a three horizontal
slots between two vertical openings. To accommodate the wider, heavier-duty front axle, the
van body was fitted with a larger front bumper and plastic fender flares shared with the F truck.
Several wheelbases were offered, ranging between Following the model year, Ford ended
production of the E Super Duty the E currently remains in production. For the model year, the
fourth-generation E-series underwent its most extensive revision since its introduction. While
the chassis itself saw few fundamental changes, the bodyshell saw a major update to the
exterior and interior. Largely concentrated forward of the windshield, the redesign included new
fenders, a new hood, and a much larger grille. To increase parts commonality, the grille and
headlights were shared with the revision of the Super Duty trucks. For , the dashboard
underwent its own redesign sharing only the steering column with the previous version. Further
increasing parts commonality with the Super Duty, the instrument panel was redesigned
standardizing a tachometer ; the glovebox was shifted from the engine cover to ahead of the
passenger seat. Sharing additional components with the Super Duty, the model line gained the
Ford Sync system and in-dash navigation as options. For the first time in a full-size van, the
E-series was offered with a rear-view backup camera as an option. For the model year, Ford
discontinued sales of the E-Series passenger and cargo vans, replacing them with the
fourth-generation Ford Transit. While the E-Series had remained the best-selling vehicle in the
full-size van segment since , [24] [25] the model line had seen little change since on a chassis
introduced for the model year. From onward, the E-Series has remained in production entirely
for commercial sale, with all examples produced as incomplete vehicles. The model line is
currently offered in two configurations: cutaway-cab open-cab, to be fitted with second-party
rear body and stripped-chassis no body, to be fitted with complete second-party body. Sold
outside of North America since , the Transit was introduced to the United States and Canada,
offering increased fuel economy and additional body configurations over the E-Series.
Following the discontinuation of E-Series passenger vans, the powertrain underwent a revision,
with the 6. Initially planned to continue production until the end of the s, [16] Ford extended the
life of the E-Series into its sixth decade, unveiling a revised model line. Replacing both the 6.
The largest overhead-valve V8 since the 7. For the first time since , the E-Series is fitted with a
new tilt-telescope steering column [29] [30] and the first redesign of the instrument cluster since
; both components are derived from the F and Super Duty trucks. From Wikipedia, the free
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life. Unfortunately, while the commodification of an automotive niche often leads to rising prices
on parts and vehicles, it also brings out well-preserved and period-correct examples, such as
this Ford Econoline XL that Barn Finds reader Russell G. The seller is the second owner, and
they purchased the vehicle in Oregon in preparation of a long cross-country trip. The exterior is
very clean, with the seller mentioning that the van was kept in a garage its entire life, resulting
in very little rust or body wear. While custom vans like this are very cool looking, the interiors
are undoubtedly the selling point â€” after all, they are designed for use as living quarters. This
Econoline could benefit from an auxiliary battery, but the seller mentions that they had no
issues living without it on their cross-country voyage. You can catch some sleep on an Ikea
mattress is only a few months old, which also features ample storage space under it. Though
the seller does not specify which engine the drivetrain the van uses, its 5-digit odometer shows
58, miles, a figure that the seller notes is the original mileage. Vanlife nuts these days are real
big on high top roofs. But this roof is not a good one. It is not accommodating for solar panels.
The price is right though. Some one will resort to ground deployed panels. I think they stopped
making Econolines in Ford Transits are the replacement. As an actual owner for many years of a
number of classic vans, have to say that the high top roof is a no. I get it for the additional
space for camping and such, but totally ruins any resemblance to an old school van. This van
almost certainly has , miles on it. Don't post your car for sale in the comments. Click here to get
it featured on the homepage instead. Or subscribe without commenting. Subscribe to our free
daily email to continue reading:. No thanks, maybe later. Already have an account? Log in. Barn
Finds. Kevin Barr. Like This? Get Our Daily Email. Comments Chebby Staff. Vandma in search
of Vandpa. A vehicle you could love, only if you approached it with your eyes closed. Unless
you find one with a Vista Cruiser roof grafted onto it. Matthew W Kirk. I am continually insulted
here. Grandma only entered 5 star Motorhomes. Big ones. Well equipped, but that is about as
fugly as a van can get. Very odd odo alignment, or is it just me? You can get a better equipped
class C motorhome for a fraction of the price. No Reserve: Chevrolet Corvette. Frequency:
Daily. Get Daily Email Updates:. Signup for our free daily newsletter: Unsubscribe anytime.
Enjoying Barn Finds? Subscribe to our free daily email to continue reading: No thanks, maybe
later. Free View Limit Reached! A majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents,
been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open
recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of
sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a
vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping
millions of used car shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden
problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with
their customers and sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records,
CARFAX has built up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including
government offices, law enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships,
insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has

collected information from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price
was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
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detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

