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on, trade it in, give it a second life. Problems with the ground circuits to headlights can cause
them to dim or not operate at all. The ground circuit provides a path for the electricity from the
headlight to return to the negative terminal of the vehicle battery. The ground wire is normally a
short wire attached to the vehicle chassis near the headlight. The vehicle chassis itself provides
the remainder of the return path to the vehicle battery. Remove the connector from the back of
the headlight. The connector should contain three wires, although it could contain two or four
wires. If it contains two or three wires, one wire is ground. If it contains four wires, two of the
wires are ground. Trace the wires back from the connector as far as you can see them. If one or
two for four wire connectors is connected to the chassis, you have identified the ground wire s
and you should go to the next section. If not, go to the next step. Turn on the ignition of the
vehicle and turn on the headlights to high beam. Set the multimeter to DC Volts to measure 12
volts. Connect the ground lead to the vehicle chassis or the battery negative terminal. Test each
of the wires in the connector. One should read 12 volts. This is the high beam power and this
wire is not ground. If there are only two wires, the remaining wire is ground and you should turn
off the ignition and headlights and go to the next section. If there are three or four wires, go to
the next step. Switch your headlights to low beam and check the remaining wires with the
multimeter. Again, one should read 12 volts. This is the low beam power and this wire is not
ground. The remaining one or two wires are ground. Turn off the ignition and headlights. Set the
multimeter to measure resistance ohms. Place one lead on the chassis or the negative terminal
of the battery, and the other lead to the ground wire. If the resistance shows continuity zero
resistance then the wire is okay. Otherwise, go to the next step. Check the resistance of the
wire. If the resistance shows no continuity infinite resistance , the wire is broken or not
connected properly or severely corroded. The wire should be replaced or the faulty connection
repaired. If the resistance has some continuity high resistance , check for corrosion or loose
connections. Rusty Noble has been writing professionally for 30 years, primarily involving
technical support for comercial airplanes. He has also published several articles for eHow. He
has a Bachelor of Science in electrical engineering from Tufts University. Step 1 Remove the
connector from the back of the headlight. Step 2 Trace the wires back from the connector as far
as you can see them. Step 3 Turn on the ignition of the vehicle and turn on the headlights to
high beam. Step 4 Set the multimeter to DC Volts to measure 12 volts. Step 1 Set the multimeter
to measure resistance ohms. Step 2 Check the resistance of the wire. References Human
Speakers: Relaying Headlights. The reference below shows typical headlight wiring schematics.
Some dual-element headlight lamps have separate grounds for each element. These are the
four-wire connectors. Two wire connectors are usually only found on the high beam for dual
headlamp vehicles. By ndilo21 , December 31, in Accord. Anyone ever taken them out before?
The car is a sedan and I'm trying to put some headlights in it for a buddy of mine. It looks like
I'm going to have to remove the front bumper but I'm not sure yet. It's a pain in the ass the way
the headlights are set into the fenders instead of the bumper. I saw a thread on the tail light
removal but that didn't help me out very much. Any info would be appriciated. My brother drives
an 03 Accord and we were going to replace his headlights a couple months ago, but we found
out we had to remove not just the front bumper but both fenders as well. We got the
instructions from a buddy of mine that works in the service department at the Honda Dealership

where I live. It's a total pain in the ass. Good luck though. I have a 94 Accord and I had to
remove the bumper to replace mine. I can't believe now its gotten worse and you have to
remove the fenders. Yeah it's pretty pathetic how you can hardly do anything to the newer cars..
Like the cd players in the new accords: In order to remove that you have to pull the entire
middle column out and then you have to cut the wiring to it and then you have to force the damn
thing out and break it.. It doesn't come out like normal cd players do.. I call it retarded.. Accord
04; I open my new box of blazzing dual halo headlights and no instructions Jesus, sweet moves
dude on ebay. Anyway, does anyone have instructions or ideas how to get them regarding
swaping out headlights. And what the hell are these five wires that aren't connected to
anything? I think they correspond to the led's but not sure. I forgot where some went and it's
been 6 months and nothing fell off yet. I did it with my '90 integra one-piece dual halo lights.
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Sign Up. I accept. Prev 1 2 Next. Though they are the biggest, there are other options available,
especially if you are looking for rare and unique styles to replace your stock Accord Head
Lights. They often have more focused product lines, with specializations in certain rare
applications as well as offering unique features. The Euro Crystal Head Lamps from these
companies are great for keeping your Honda Accord differentiated from the pack, since unlike
the bigger brands, they have much smaller production runs and can be very hard to find.
Though these TD JDM Black Honda Accord Crystal Headlights do not carry the long warranties
of bigger brands, their cost effectiveness can be made up in their often significantly lower
prices, especially with a little elbow grease. As with all tail lens and head lamps even your OEM
ones , putting a extra seal of silicone sealant available at any hardware or automotive part store
along the seam of your Honda Accord Crystal Head Lights virtually guarantees they will stay
clean and new looking for the life of your Accord. Though these TD JDM Smoke Honda Accord
Crystal Headlights do not carry the long warranties of bigger brands, their cost effectiveness
can be made up in their often significantly lower prices, especially with a little elbow grease.
Though these TD JDM Chrome Honda Accord Crystal Headlights do not carry the long
warranties of bigger brands, their cost effectiveness can be made up in their often significantly
lower prices, especially with a little elbow grease. Not only do they increase the breadth of your
lighted visible area by projecting your existing light across a wider field, but by wiring up the
optional Halos, these SPEC-D Honda Accord Chrome Halo Projector Lights provide even more
light that can be used in conjunction with your Accord's headlights or parking lights.
Historically though, the problem with Halos was that if they ever went bad, you were stuck with
an irreparable and irreplaceable halo ring. That means you will never get stuck with bad halos in
your Accord otherwise good headlights again. They are made to snugly fit your Accord, and
replace both of your stock Accord head lights. The Halos and LED's are left unwired, giving you
the choice of deciding which function to splice them to most people choose to splice them so
they work in conjunction with the low beams or parking lights. Both sides included and light
electrical work splicing required. Sonar aka Spyder has long been the most popular brand of
aftermarket custom lighting, and for good reason due to their large selection, striking designs,
and affordability. Not only do they increase the breadth of your lighted visible area by projecting
your existing light across a wider field, but by wiring up the optional Halos, these SPEC-D
Honda Accord Black Halo Projector Lights provide even more light that can be used in
conjunction with your Accord's headlights or parking lights. Sonar Halo Projector head lights
use a convex lens to project the light of your low beams over a wider area, increasing the
overall viewing area of your Accord's headlamps. These Accord Smoke Projector Halo Lights
can be a great for improving nighttime driving by allowing to see more of what is ahead and
around you. These Honda Accord Sonar Halo Projector Smoke Head Lamps enhance your night
time driving by taking the existing light put out by your light bulbs and projecting it over a wider
area, resulting in increased field of vision. These Accord Chrome Projector Halo Lights can be a
great for improving nighttime driving by allowing to see more of what is ahead and around you.
These Honda Accord Sonar Halo Projector Chrome Head Lamps enhance your night time
driving by taking the existing light put out by your light bulbs and projecting it over a wider
area, resulting in increased field of vision. Projector Lights provide even more light that can be

used in conjunction with your Accord's headlights or parking lights. Also, the LEDs are left
unwired, leaving you to choose whether to wire them up to your parking lights which most
people do or to your blinkers so that whenever your Honda Accord blinkers are on they will
blink too. These Accord Black Projector Halo Lights can be a great for improving nighttime
driving by allowing to see more of what is ahead and around you. These Honda Accord Sonar
Halo Projector Black Head Lamps enhance your night time driving by taking the existing light
put out by your light bulbs and projecting it over a wider area, resulting in increased field of
vision. Honda Accord KS Halo Projector headlights are popular upgrades for customers looking
for an aggressive and dramatic upgrade from their stock head lights. In addition to their unique
styling, they convert the headlamp beam into a projector beam by the use of a carefully
engineered convex lens. In addition, these Honda Accord KS Black halo projectors lamps utilize
halo technology which increases the overall illumination. The halos act as rings of light
surrounding the headlight bulb areas accentuating and increasing the amount of light output.
The halo wires are left unwired, allowing the user to decide if they want the halo to function as
signal lights, parking lights, or to be operated independently of other light functions
accomplished by splicing the wires into the appropriate locations. QTY: 0. All rights reserved.
User Rating. Free Continental US. In Stock Ships out in 24 to 72 hours. With that in mind, it can
be tremendously useful to start off by looking at whether both, or just one, of your headlights
have failed, and whether or not the high or low beam mode still works. When headlights stop
working, it's usually an electrical problem or an physical issue with the bulbs themselves. In
order to get to the bottom of the situation as quickly as possible, it's important to make note of
exactly what type of failure you have experienced. Based on which bulbs have stopped working,
and under what circumstances, you can use the following information to narrow down a
solution:. Neither of the headlights work. Most total headlight failures are caused by a bad
component like a fuse, relay, or module. Wiring problems can also cause both headlights to
stop working. If just one bulb fails to work in either high beam mode or low beam mode, it may
be the bulb. Most headlight failures that are limited to just high or low beams are related to a
relay or the high beam control switch. Headlights work but seem dim. The cause : Foggy lenses,
worn out bulbs, or a charging system issue. The fix : Clean the lenses, replace the bulbs, or
repair the charging system. If your headlights always seem dim, the problem could be foggy
lenses or worn out bulbs. If your headlights seem to dim during specific circumstances, there
may be a charging system issue. Other headlight problems are also caused by some
combination of bad bulbs, wiring or relay problems, and bad switches. Most headlight systems
are pretty straightforward and include a few basic components like the bulbs, a relay, a fuse,
and a switch. There are variations on this basic theme, like some vehicles have daytime running
lights, adaptive headlights , or other little wrinkles like fog lights , but the idea is still the same.
When you turn on your headlights, that switch activates a relay. That relay, in turn, actually
provides the electrical connection between your headlight bulbs and the battery. Fuses are also
involved in order to provide a sacrificial failure point to protect the rest of the wiring. In the
same way that your headlight switch activates a relay to provide power to the headlights,
operating your high beam control will generally activate a relay to turn on the high beams. In the
case of dual filament headlight capsules, this literally sends power to the high beam filament. If
any of these components stop working properly, your headlights will fail. And by looking at the
way they failed, you can usually backtrack to figure out the best place to start troubleshooting.
Fixing a burned-out headlight is usually a pretty easy job, but there are cases where you may
want to go straight to a mechanic. If you don't own some basic tools and diagnostic equipment ,
like screwdrivers and a voltmeter, then you may want to think about taking your car to a
professional during daylight hours. If you do take your car to a shop, they'll probably start with
a visual inspection of the headlight system, check your fuses, and take a look at the switch and
relays. Replacing a burned out headlight usually only takes a few minutes, but the diagnostic
procedure could take between half an hour and an hour, or even more, if you're dealing with a
more complicated problem. The diagnostic procedure that a professional technician will
actually follow is similar to the one outlined below. So if you want to know more about what to
expect when you take your car in to have your headlights fixed, you may want to read on. When
one headlight stops working, and the other one works just fine, the problem is usually just a
burned-out bulb. If the connector has come loose, pushing it back on may fix the problem.
Another factor to take into account before you replace a burnt-out headlight capsule is whether
or not there were any outside causes for the failure. Regular halogen capsules can last
anywhere from to 1, hours. One easy thing to look for is any water or condensation inside the
headlight assembly. If the seal is worn out or deteriorated, or the housing itself is cracked,
water can easily get inside. When that happens, the operational lifespan of your headlight
capsule will be severely compromised, and the only fix is to replace the headlight assembly.

Traditional halogen headlight failures are usually pretty straightforward, but things can get
more complicated when you're dealing with xenon or HID headlights. Although it is possible for
an HID bulb to burn out, there are several other potential points of failure that you have to look
at. The bulb may have burned out, or the problem could have to do with a bad ignitor or wiring
issue. Any oils or other contaminants from your hands, or anywhere else, will greatly shorten
the operational lifespan of the bulbs. If you aren't absolutely confident in your ability to swap
the bulbs without contaminating the glass envelope, don't do it. You may destroy, or drastically
shorten the life of, your good bulb. The main exception is when one headlight burns out first,
goes unnoticed for some time, and then the other bulb also fails. If you suspect that the bulbs
may be bad, and you own a voltmeter, you may want to start the troubleshooting procedure by
checking for power at the headlights. The best way to do this is to turn the headlight switch on,
connect the negative lead on your meter to a known good ground, and touch the positive lead to
each headlight connector terminal. One of the terminals should show battery voltage, and the
other two should show nothing if the problem is burned out bulbs. You can then attempt to
activate your high beams, which should result in a different terminal showing battery voltage. If
this is the case, then replacing the bulbs should fix your problem. The first, and easiest,
component to check is the headlight fuse. Depending on how your headlight circuit is set up,
there may be one fuse or multiple fuses for the headlights. If you find a blown fuse, then
replacing it may fix the problem. In the event that the new fuse blows, that indicates a problem
elsewhere in the circuit, and substituting a higher amperage fuse could cause catastrophic
damage. You should find battery voltage on both sides of the fuse. The next step is to locate
and inspect the headlight relay. If you pull the relay and shake it, and you hear something
rattling inside, then it has probably failed. Discoloration on the base or terminals may also
indicate a problem. In that case, you can easily swap the headlight relay with an identical
component. If the headlights start working at that point, then the relay was the problem. Beyond
that, the diagnostic procedure is a little more complicated. In order to determine whether the
relay or switch is bad, you would have to check if the relay receives power when the headlight
switch is activated. If your vehicle has a headlight module, daytime running light module, or
another similar component, then the diagnostic procedures can be even more complex. In those
cases, the best course of action is to rule out everything another component first. Many of the
same problems that can cause headlights to stop working altogether can also cause just low or
high beams to malfunction. If you find that just one bulb shuts off when you activate the high
beams, but the other works just fine, then the high beam filament is probably burnt out in the
first bulb. The same is true if one bulb works on high beams but now low. In most cases, the
failure of high or low beams is due to a relay or switch problem, and the troubleshooting
procedure is similar to the one outlined above. The difference is that some vehicles have a
separate relay just for the high beams, and the high beam, passing, or dimmer switch may or
may not be integrated into the headlight switch. When headlights stop working, they generally
stop working altogether. The first is that headlights actually do lose brightness as they age. So
if it has been a long time since you replaced your headlights, a brand new set of bulbs may
shine a light on your problem. Dirty, foggy, or oxidized headlight lenses can also cause an issue
by blocking some of the light. Dirt is easy to see and clean, while foggy lenses usually indicate
the intrusion of water into the headlight assemblies. While it is sometimes possible to drill a
small hole into a headlight assembly to drain out water, doing so may not represent a
permanent fix. In some cases, you will have to actually replace the headlight assembly.
Oxidation of headlight lens covers can often be dealt with through reconditioning. This is a
process that involves removing the oxidation with an abrasive and then applying a protective
clear coat. If your headlights only seem dim when the engine is idling, and the brightness
seems to change with the RPM, then the problem may have to do with the electrical system. The
most common culprit is a bad alternator or a loose belt. This is usually due to the installation of
power-hungry aftermarket components, like a custom sound system with a powerful amplifier.
Jeremy Laukkonen. Jeremy Laukkonen is tech writer and the creator of a popular blog and
video game startup. He also ghostwrites articles for numerous major trade publications.
Facebook Twitter LinkedIn. Updated on December 01, Michael Barton Heine Jr. Lifewire Tech
Review Board Member. Article reviewed on Aug 28, Tweet Share Email. High intensity discharge
HID headlights can also fail due to other associated components. Was this page helpful?
Thanks for letting us know! Email Address Sign up There was an error. Please try again. You're
in! Thanks for signing up. There was an error. Tell us why! More from Lifewire. Honda City
helped make these videos. The video above shows you to replace the headlight in your Honda
Accord. Changing both headlight bulbs on your Accord at the same time will allow both bulbs to
have the same intensity and prevent the new headlight bulb from appearing brighter than the
bulb on the opposite side. In some Hondas, the highbeam is the same bulb as the headlight and

it is possible for the highbeam to work, but the headlight be burnt out even if they are the same
bulb and vise versa. Some Hondas have high intensity discharge headlights, sometimes
referred to as xenon lights. These bulbs have a very high voltage that runs through them, even
if the battery is disconnected. If your Accord has this type of bulb, we do not recommend that
you attempt to change it yourself. When you change the headlight on your Accord, it is
important to not touch the glass part of the bulb with your fingers because the oil from your
fingertips will cause that part of the bulb to burn hotter, which significantly shortens the life of
the bulb. Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos showing drivers how to fix things on
their cars. He has broad expertise on basic repair procedures covering the majority of cars on
the road. If your transmission is running low on fluid, be sure to add some - find out how to do
this here! Car companies often use the same engines in different cars. They also slightly alter
the styling and sell the same car by two different names amongst other tricks to help offset
development costs. Our system selects the most applicable video for your car based, in part, on
these characteristics. The video displayed may not look exactly like your car, but may be
relevant enough for you to get a good idea how to do it. Getting Started - Prepare for the repair.
Share on. Full list of part and tools. Author Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos
showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. Rotate your tires. Rotate your tires at least three
times per year. How to add transmission fluid. Be cool under pressure. Your coolant should
perform well under any condition - just like Aaron Rodgers! Seal minor power steering fluid
leaks. See how to seal up minor power steering fluid leaks. See all videos for the Honda Accord.
We have a massive and growing video library, but we don't have everything So, what is that
light on your dashboard? The following are warning lights and indicators found in vehicles built
by Honda. Click a link to learn more about each one. They are roughly ordered by importance,
which tends to be by color red, amber, yellow, orange, green, blue, gray. There are over 60 of
them so search carefully! Remember that only proper service and repair procedures will ensure
the safe and reliable operation of your car. These posts are for information sharing purposes
only, and should not be used in lieu of an OEM service manual or factory authorized service
procedure. We are not in the auto repair business nor do we publish automotive service
manuals. Nothing we include on these pages and posts has been reviewed, approved or
authorized by any vehicle manufacturer. Technology is always changing and what is current
and accurate today may be literally out-of-date and inaccurate tomorrow. And when it comes to
the current state of flux in the auto industry, nothing is more true. Made with by Graphene
Themes. Toggle search form Search for:. Toggle navigation DashboardSymbols. Honda
Warning Lights and Symbols So, what is that light on your dashboard? Related posts. Search
for:. Charge system trouble indicator -- click for more. Brake or parking brake indicators -- click
for more. Electric park brake malfunction -- click for more. Brake press indicator -- click for
more. Electronically controlled brake system -- click for more. Oil warning light -- click for more.
Engine temperature indicators -- click for more. Seat belt reminder -- click for more. Air bag
warning indicator -- click for more. Security indicators, if blinking -- click for more. Keyless start
fault indicator -- click for more. Electric power steering fault indicator -- click for more. Door ajar
indicator -- click for more. Check engine light -- click for more. Service reminder indicator -click for more. Stability control indicator -- click for more. Stability control off indicator -- click
for more. Tire pressure monitor indicators -- click for more. Anti-lock brake system fault
indicator -- click for more. Blind spot warning indicator -- click for more. All wheel drive trouble
indicator -- click for more. Driver assist system status indicator -- click for more. Collision
mitigation fault indicator -- click for more. Lane keeping indicators -- click for more. Integrated
motor assist fault indicator -- click for more. Adaptive cruise control trouble or on indicators -click for more. Auto brake hold indicators -- click for more. Power system fault indicator -- click
for more. Message indicator -- click for more. Low fuel indicators -- click for more. Hydrogen
leak warning indicator -- click for more. Low washer fluid indicator -- click for more. Cruise
control indicators -- click for more. Drive mode indicator -- click for more. Sport mode indicator
in green -- click for more. Hybrid ready indicators -- click for more. EV on indicator -- click for
more. EV operation indicator -- click for more. Hybrid operation indicator -- click for more. EV
charge indicator -- click for more. Economy mode indicator -- click for more. Efficient shift
indicator -- click for more. Bed lights on indicator -- click for more. Automatic high beam
indicator -- click for more. Fog lamps on indicator -- click for more. Park lamps on indicator -click for more. Turn signal indicator -- click for more. High beam indicator -- click for more.
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