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The Mitsubishi Lancer is a compact car produced by the Japanese manufacturer Mitsubishi
since In Japan, it was sold at a specific retail chain called Car Plaza. Between its introduction in
and , over six million units were sold. Mitsubishi ended production of the Lancer in August
worldwide, with the exception of Taiwan and Mainland China. The first Lancer A70 was launched
in February It served to fill the gap between the Minica kei car and the larger Galant. Engines
were different 1. The Celeste was imported built-up from Japan initially and assembly of a single
1. The Celeste was originally available with 1. An even larger 2. In , the all new Lancer EX was
unveiled in Japan. Its new, clean and aerodynamic styling with integrated plastic bumpers
reflected that of the recently introduced Galant and Sapporo. It was of a more European
appearance than earlier Mitsubishi vehicles. The MCA stands for Mitsubishi Clean Air which
meant that the EX passed both Japan and US emission standards, while the new cylinder head
design of the engine gave way for a Jet valve which introduced an extra swirl of air to the
combustion chamber, swirling the fuel-air mixture for a cleaner, efficient and more thorough
burn. In addition to these improvements, another breakthrough in the Lancer lineup was the
Silent Shaft Technology, which was actually two counterbalancing shafts that rotated in
opposite directions, cancelling the power pulses inherent in an inline four-cylinder engine. This
reduced both engine noise and vibration, and provided a smoother driving experience. The 1. In
, The Lancer EX was introduced with a 1. The model was also a popular base for rally cars in
that market, with some success. It was replaced by the front-drive Tredia in with the Cordia
coupe equivalent effectively replacing the earlier Celeste. In Europe, the Lancer EX sold well as
its restrained styling better matched the desires of European buyers than its somewhat fussy
predecessor. Other considerations concerned handling and also the demand for more
passenger room, as Mitsubishi tailored the Lancer towards European consumers. It went on
sale locally after making its European premier at the Frankfurt Show. Unlike in Japan, European
buyers could also get a 1. At home, sales of the turbo model were low because of emission
regulations Japan imposed at that time. Between and , the Lancer in Japan derived from the
subcompact Mirage â€”itself sold in many export markets under the name Colt. Mitsubishi had
originally launched the Mirage in as a front-wheel drive hatchback, with a sedan variant later
released in â€”and a version of which sold in Japan as Lancer Fiore. Five generations of Mirage
were manufactured by Mitsubishi up until , with new generations released in and with the
equivalent Lancer delayed until , to It was not until â€”with the to Lancer now departedâ€”that
the Mirage-based Lancer eschewed the Fiore suffix. Between and , the aforementioned Mirage
sedan with minor styling modifications sold as the Lancer Fiore through Japanese retail
channels. The Fiore spanned two generations, the second of which came to the market in
Internationally, the Fiore sedan often sold under the abbreviated name Lancer, and sometimes
as the "Lancer F" for example, in Germany. Thus, with the rear-wheel drive Lancer as
introduced in and the front-wheel drive Lancer Fiore, Mitsubishi had two similarly sized models
competing in the same market segment, sometimes even while sharing the Lancer badge.
Although naming conventions varied, for all generations, sedan versions of the Mirage were
typically badged as Lancer in export markets such as the Philippines , although notably not in
the United States. In Japan, sedan variants of the Mirage and Lancer sold alongside one another
with minor differences in trim. The station wagon, part of the and iterations, was typically known
as the Lancer in export markets. Likewise, the Mirage coupe variant, available with the and
generations, also became part of the Lancer lineup in some regions. Mitsubishi introduced
replacements for the Mirage starting in , with a new generation of Lancer sedanâ€”now larger
and having moved up to the compact segment. Then in , a subcompact five-door hatchback
badged Colt internationally became available, thus substituting the Mirage hatchback. By , the
Mirage had been completely phased out of mainstream Japanese production and Lancer
became the primary title for Mitsubishi's compact offerings. The new model was available in
sedan and station wagon forms. This series of Lancer is still sold in Japan where the onwards
generation Lancer is known as "Galant Fortis". In February , for the model year, a heavily
restyled Lancer surfaced with a front styling that brought it into line with the Mitsubishi
corporate look, as well as a restyled rear, to further differentiate itself from the Lancer
Evolution. The car's grille was then redesigned again in for the model year. In Japan, the Lancer
Cedia was offered with many different trim levels and engines, including some options never
exported. There was also a Ralliart version of the Sportswagon which was powered by a
turbocharged 1. As of , this generation of Lancer sedan is still being sold alongside the newer
era generation, which is known in the home market as the Galant Fortis. In Taiwan , the
Mitsubishi Lancer was produced and marketed by China Motor Corporation , and the car was
slightly restyled in the beginning with larger front grilles, extra chrome trims, and the rear
license plate located on the trunk lid instead of the rear bumper. Later, following the
internationally sold facelift version, the front lamps were restyled and reshaped to be triangular

while the tail lamps extended onto the trunk lid which is different from the version sold in other
parts of the world. An additional facelift was added again in with white marker lights in the front
replacing the amber ones and restyled tail lamps. It was assembled locally and sold from until In
Malaysia, the Lancer was made available after Mitsubishi had sold all its shares in Malaysian
carmaker Proton , marking the return of Mitsubishi in the Malaysian market after being absent
since due to the agreement with Proton. The Lancer sold in Malaysia was powered by the 4G18
engine which also powered the early 1. In the Philippines , the Lancer was launched in , with the
central trapezoidal in the grille. In mid, the Lancer gives major facelift; featuring front and rear
end design. Later than , the Lancer gives minor facelift; featuring front and rear end, and now
without semi-triangle in the grille. In , Mitsubishi released a 2. In Pakistan , this variant was
launched in with cosmetic changes from the front and the back. Thai production was switched
to the new model, and in all markets except for India the previous model was no longer
marketed, four years after the Cedia's introduction. India received this era series of Lancer in ,
known locally as the Mitsubishi Cedia to distinguish it from the previous version which was
assembled and sold as the Lancer till June , and Mitsubishi Cedia production closed in
November The facelift, designated the CH series, [14] introduced a heavily updated VR-X, which
included new 16" alloys, stiffer suspension, body styling kit, and gear shifter borrowed from the
Lancer Evolution. In , the new Lancer wagon was introduced as a direct replacement for its
ageing circa predecessor. In August , all Lancers were upgraded to the 2. The upgraded engine
also saw a change in trim levels and upgraded equipmentâ€”the ES and LS models now
featured a more upmarket looking black interior, while the VR-X gained a new black grille to
closer resemble the Lancer Evolution IX. The equipment levels of all models were also
upgraded, with the LS and VR-X gaining climate control, and a premium audio system sourced
from the luxury Mitsubishi Verada. Additionally, the wagon also saw these changes; and as of ,
continues to be sold alongside the sedan. The ES and LS models were given a minor facelift for
the model year; this time gaining the same front grille as the US models, and putting it into line
with the current corporate lookâ€”similar to that of the Colt and the locally built A limited edition
ES model dubbed "Velocity" went on sale prior to this generation being replaced. In some
European markets, the Lancer began to take the place of the Carisma in It is powered by a 1.
The next engine in the range is the 1. Finally, there is the 2. In India, it was sold under the Cedia
name. The bore and stroke are identical to the 4G94 found on the Lancer. In North America, the
Lancer was introduced in for the model year as a direct replacement for the Mirage. In the
United States, Chrysler had offered an unrelated Dodge Lancer at various stages between the s
and s. However, when Daimler , who owned Chrysler at the time, briefly controlled Mitsubishi
through the DaimlerChrysler-Mitsubishi alliance from through to , the rights to the "Lancer"
name were relinquished to Mitsubishi for usage in North America. Consequently, after
Mitsubishi discontinued the series Mirage for North America in , the replacement model adopted
the Lancer name for the first time. North American Lancers were powered by a 2. Ralliart slots in
between the base models and high-performance Evolution. These cars came equipped with
Mitsubishi's 2. The power gain was due to a tuned muffler for the Ralliart, and also included a
new, stiffer suspension package that improved handling and lowered for Ralliart and lifted the
LS Sportback by 2. The LS Sportback had inch steel or optional inch alloy wheels. The Ralliart
came with inch alloy wheels, front bucket seats borrowed from Japan's Mitsubishi Evolution
GT-A, optional fog lamps, and a new aerodynamic ground package for Ralliart. For the model
year, the grille was changed to include more fins to reflect a closer similarity to the North
American Galant. For the model year, the fascia was changed again from a bridged fascia to one
with an open vent after Mitsubishi received complaints from current owners regarding its
similarity in appearance to General Motors Division Pontiac 's corporate look, and to bring the
appearance closer to its bigger brother, the Evolution. The Lancer Sportback wagon was
cancelled in the United States one year after its release, but the Mitsubishi Lancer wagon was
sold in Canada for a while longer. The new Lancer was previewed by these two concepts. The
new Lancer was officially revealed in January at the Detroit Motor Show and went on sale in
North American markets in March as a model. With the exception of the Lancer Evolution X, the
Lancer is marketed as the Galant Fortis Latin for strong, brave and resolute in the Japanese
domestic market because the sixth generation of Lancer is still in production at that time. Due
to the popular demand for the previous era Lancer in Singapore, it continued to be sold
alongside the new era Lancer which was called "Lancer EX" to differentiate itself from the
former for two years. For model year , the design was refreshed all around with an updated front
grille, darkened clear tail lamps, and chrome lining with an additional floor console internally.
The rear for the 2. From models onwards, only a 1. In Indonesia, only the GT is sold and it
utilizes the 2. The previous generation Lancer was still sold, marketed as the Cedia using the 1.
Hong Kong received its unique edition of the Lancer in , dubbed the Lancer 2. The car comes in

two trim levels, without a name for either of them. Both are equipped with the 4B11 2. The upper
trim has a Ralliart style body kit which includes a revised front bumper, side skirt, rear bumper
with diffuser, and the addition of a correct-to-Evolution X rear spoiler, while the lower trim
makes do without the above-mentioned features. In the Philippines, the Lancer was launched in
mid as "Lancer EX" to differentiate from the preceding model Lancer still sold there. Initially
available only with the 2. It is only available with 2. In , 3 trims were available: the base GLX
5-speed manual or 4-speed automatic , no fog lights, and three-beam headlights. The mid-GLS
is the middle variant and has fog lights, GPS navigation with touchscreen, same headlights
5-speed manual or 4-speed automatic. The only difference being that it has HID headlights, a
blue LCD monitoring screen beneath the speedometer, and paddle-shifters 4-speed automatic.
The ES included cruise control, driver, passenger, and knee airbags, stability and traction
control as standard. The VR added alloy wheels, fog lights, side skirts, boot lip spoiler,
rain-sensing wipers, automatic headlights, six-disc CD changer, as well as curtain and side
airbags. The VRX received extra skirts including front aprons, a larger rear spoiler, inch alloys,
9-speaker Rockford Fosgate sound system, keyless entry, keyless engine start, and Bluetooth
connectivity with voice control. All three models shared the same 4B11 2. The Sportback body
followed the sedan and has been available for all variants except the Aspire. In September ,
another variant, the Aspire, was introduced. In late , the Ralliart variant became available. In ,
the limited edition ACTiV was added to the lineup. Various special models have also been
introduced, such as the Platinum Edition, which is based on the VR but added a chrome grille,
window surrounds sedan only , MMCS satellite navigation, and Bluetooth. The RX version is
derived from the ES but comes with standard alloy wheels. Another model introduced in was
the SX coming with factory alloys, leather steering wheel, and gear shifter as well as factory
spoiler. In Europe, a diesel model was also available also from to September This was a 2. In
Ireland, the specifications are different from those of models sold in the United Kingdom. The
Lancer is available in five-door hatchback Sportback or four-door sedan body styles. Engines
are the 1. The Sportback Juro model marked a temporary end to the line in the UK and was the
most generously equipped. A Ralliart version petrol , a detuned version of the Evolution, was
also available. Mitsubishi intended to supply the UK with further Lancers in late In Canada, a
fourth model SE was introduced to the Lancer lineup. Features not included in the SE model
that is found in the GTS are the FAST key, automatic climate control, carbon-fiber trim pieces,
leather-wrapped steering wheel and shift knob, and inch wheels. The ES Sport also uses the 2.
For , the GTS is powered by a 2. For , A new trim level called SE was added. The SE model
features the 2. For , another trim level called GT was added. Based on the all-wheel-drive SE
trim level, excluding the all-wheel control system, the GT features sportier suspension,
upmarket options, and an available manual transmission. The five-door hatchback version,
known as the Sportback , was introduced for the Canadian market in spring , and in the US for
the model year in mid This model became available for purchase in the United States in October
The car also includes a simplified version of the Evolution X's AWD system, with a simple
"mechanical limited-slip" rear differential. To differentiate it from the previous model, still, on
sale, this model is marketed as "Lancer Serie R" in Chile. In Brazil, Lancer was officially sold by
Mitsubishi Motors â€” All versions come with the 2. The Lancer Sportback was sold until in a
single version, signed by Ralliart, and the Lancer Evolution X is also sold, although not
produced locally. In October , Mitsubishi released details of the model year Lancer facelift for
North America. New C-shaped LED daytime running lamps surrounding the foglights and side
skirts complete the exterior changes, while the cabin gains a high-contrast instrument cluster, a
new front centre console with silver and black accents, and a new colour touchscreen audio
system with DAB digital radio. Both models were developed primarily for the Taiwanese market,
historically a stronghold for Mitsubishi vehicles. The Lancer Fortis made its debut in Taiwan in
August The Fortis has a unique exterior design, but its interior styling and mechanical
underpinnings are largely identical to the global Lancer model. The iO was pitched as a sportier
version of the Lancer Fortis, featuring a more aggressive front grille and bumper combination.
The design of the front grille and bumper combination on both models became more
aggressive, while the Fortis adopted the 'shark head' design and the headlamps from the global
Lancer. The rear lamps on both models were also revised, and the interior designs received
minor cosmetic enhancements. The powerplant configuration for both models was refined for
better fuel efficiency but was otherwise largely unchanged. In January , Mitsubishi Motors
agreed to continue the Lancer nameplate in certain Asian markets including Taiwan and
Mainland China after , due to ongoing popular demand for the Lancer nameplate within the
Chinese-speaking world. Part of the design was partnered with Pininfarina Shanghai. Due to the
international version being discontinued, the new generation Lancer will be built on the same
platform as the existing model as an extensive facelift. It comes with the new Mitsubishi

Dynamic Shield grille and redesigned creases over the side body panels. The interior, front
hood, front bumpers, front fenders, front and rear door panels including the rear passenger
door window, the boot lid, and the rear bumper have been completely redesigned for the new
generation, while the rest is carried over from the pre model. Since , the Lancer has regularly
featured within the Top 10 and Top 20 vehicle sales charts. Prior to the discontinuation of
Lancer production in , John Signoriello, CEO of Mitsubishi Motors Australia Ltd, decided to
stockpile as many Lancers as possible, in order to sell them in succeeding years. From
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watch for water under hood. Drives beautifully in snow. Drove through snow storm, 1 ft deep
snow and icy wipers and all. I've had my Lancer for over a year and so far I've loved it, it has
only broke down on me one time the camshaft sensor went out than my battery went out but
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interior has held up extremely well with almost no rattles and still tight after 9 years and k. Other
than regular maintenance, few problems have arisen on the car, and it's been very reliable. See
all reviews of the Used Mitsubishi Lancer. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic
Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety
scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars related to the Lancer. Sign Up. A
majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
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The manual contains more than color photographs, detailing the process of step-by-step repair
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Mitsubishi Lancer car using a standard set of tools in a garage. Instructions for disassembling,
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assemblies are shown inoperative and are in detail illustrated with color photographs and
drawings, thanks to which even a novice motorist can easily figure it out in repair operations.
All repair work is divided into systems and units Mitsubishi Lancer, where they are held from

the engine and ending with the body. As necessary, the operations are provided with warnings
and useful advice based on the practice of experienced motorists. In separate sections of the
publication includes instruction manual for Mitsubishi Lancer, recommendations for
maintenance, detailed circuits of electrical equipment wiring diagram of the car. These
workshop manuals will be useful to owners of cars Mitsubishi Lancer , specialists of service
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